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HayHeM cHayvana: Mapnen ymep. B 3ToM He MOXeT BbITb 1 TEHWN COMHEHUS. MeTpruyeckas KHUra nognucaHa
NPUXOACKNM CBALLEHHNKOM, MPUYETHUKOM 1 rpoboBLymKoM. Pacnncancs B Henm n CKpyax, a uma Ckpyaxa bbiio
rpoMKo Ha bupxe, rae 6bl 1 nog 4em 6bl eMy HU BraroyrofHo 6bi110 NOANMCaTLCS.

[leno B ToM, 4TO CTapvk Mapnei BOGUT Bbin B MOTUy, Kak OCMHOBBIV KOJI.

Mo3BonbTe! He ﬂO}J,yMthTe, 4yT06bI 1 CAMOANYHO y6eu,|/mcs1 B MEPTBEHHOCTWU OCMHOBOI0 KOJ1a: A4 AyMalo, HanpoTuB,
4TO HN4Yero HeT MepTBeEHHEE B TOProsJie reo3gq, BKOJIOHYEHHOI 0 B KPbILLKY rpo6a...

Ho... pa3y™m Halnx npenkKoB CN0XWNJICA Ha nogobusax n NocnosuUax, h He MoOen HeYeCTMBOM pyke nopobaet
KOCHYTbCA CBALLEHHOI0 KNBOTa BEKOB -- NHA4e normbHeT Mosa OTHYM3Ha...

MTak, Bbl MO3BONNTE MHE MOBTOPUTb C AOCTOA0/KHOK BbIPa3nMTENbHOCTUIO, 4TO Mapnei 6bin1 BOUT B MOruny, Kak
OCWHOBbIN KOJI...

CnpawwuBaeTcs: 3Han nnm CKpyax, 4To Mapnein ymep? KOHEYHO 3Han, Aa U Kak Xe He 3Han-Tto 6b1? OH u Mapnen
onnueTBopsan coboio TOProeyto upmy.

-- BOr BECTb -- CKOJIbKO YK N1eT CKPYAXK Obia AyLLENPUKA3YNKOM, €AMHCTBEHHbIM NMOBEPEHHbIM, eIMHCTBEHHbLIMM
APYroM 1 eMHCTBEHHBLIM MPOBOXAThIM MepsiIeBCKOro rpoba. Mo npasae, CMepThb ApYyra He HACTOJ/IbKO ero oropyunna,
4TObbl OH, B CaMblil IeHb MOXOPOH, HE 0Ka3asICsA AEe/I0BLIM YeIOBEKOM U BepeXx/IMBbIM PacropsanTesieM nevyanbHo
npoLeccuu.

BOT 3TO-TO C/10BO 1 HABOAUT MEHA Ha NepBYIO0 MO MbIC/b, @ UMEHHO, Y4TO M3pJ'IEVI 6e3 coMHeHunA YMEP, N 4TO,
cnepoBaTesibHO, ecnn bbl He YMEpP OH, B MOEM paCCKa3e He 661710 6bI HMYero YOANBUTEJIbHOIO.

Ecnn 661 Mbl He BblM ybexxaeHsbl, 4To oTew, FamneTa ymep 40 Ha4dafa Nbeckl, HUKTO N3 Hac He obpaTun bbl faxke un
BHUMAHWS Ha TO, YTO rOCMOAUH MOYTEHHBIX JIET NPOry/IMBAeTCSH HEKCTATU, B MOTEMKAX U Ha CBEXEM BETEPKE, MO
rOpOACKOMY Basly, MEXIY MOrujl, C €AMHCTBEHHON LIEJINIO -- OKOHYaTEsIbHO PAacCTPOUNTb MOBPEXAEHHbIE
YMCTBEHHbIe CocobHOCTM CBOEro Bo3/t06/1eHHOr0 ChiHa. YTo KacaeTcs cobcTBeHHO CKpya)Ka, EMY U B FOJIOBY He
NMPUX0AN0 BbIYEPKHYTb M3 CHETHBIX KHUT MMS CBOEro TOBapuLLa No TOProBfe: MHOMO JIET NocJsie cMepTu Mapnes,
HaJZl BXOOM B UX 06LLMIA MarasnH KpacoBasach elle BbiIBECKa C Haanucblo: "CKpyax n Mapnein". ®upma ToproBoro
AoMa bbina BCé Ta xe: "Ckpymx 1 Mapnen". Cnyvyanocb MHOr4a, YTO HEKOTOPbIE rOCMOAa, MJ0X0 3HAaKOMbIE C
TOproBbiMM 060pOTaMm, Ha3blBann 3TOT A0oM: CKpyaX--CKpyaXK, a MHOraa u npocto: Mepnei; Ho upMa Bcerga
rotoBa 6blna OTKJIMKHYTbCA OMHAKOBO Ha TO, WX Ha ApYyroe ums.

O! CKpyZ>X BNOJIHE M3Yy41 CBOW PYYHOWN XXEPHOB M KPEMKO Aep)Kan ero B Kyjnake, MUIENLWNIA YeT0BEK - U CTapbIn
FPELUHWK: CKYMeL, HamokKas, OH YMen 1 Ha)kaTb, U NpvXaTb, U NOCKOBANTL, @ F1aBHOE -- He BbIMYCTUTb U3 PYK.
HenonaTnue oH Obla 1 KPEMOK, KaK PY>XXeNHbIA KPEMEHb, -- U3 HEro Xe AapoM U UCKPbI He Bbibbellb 6e3 orHuBea;
MON4anuB 6bin, CKPbITEH W OTLLENbHUYECKM 3aMKHYT, 4TO yCTpuua. [yLueBHbI X010 3aMOpPO3Ua eMy NnLO,
HallmMnan eMy 3a0CTPEHHbIA HOC, HAMOPLUWA LLEeKN, CKOBaN MOXOAKY W OKUCANA rofioc. MOCTOSAHHbIA nHel ybennun



eMy rosioBy, 6poBu 1 CyA0POXKHO-NYKaBbI N0AOGOPOAOK. Bceraa 1 noectoy BHOCKA OH C cob0t0 COBCTBEHHYIO CBOIO
TeMMepaTypy -- HUXe HYAA, efeHN CBOI KOHTOPY AaXKe B KaHUKYJIbl U, Paau CaMblX CBATOK, HE BO3BbILLIA
Cepie4yHoro TepMOMETpPa HW Ha OAVH rpaayc.

BHewwHmn XKap 1 Xxono4d He NMENN Ha Cprﬂ,)Ka HW MafieNLLEero BANAHUA: He corpesan ero JIETHWI 3HOW, He 356 OH
B CaMYyI0 XXECTOKYIO 3UMY; a MeXAay TeM pe3ye ero HMKorga He 6bIBaNI0 OCEHHEro BETPa; HUKOIr Aa N HUKOMY He
Nafdaln Ha rosiosy, Tak 6ecnowagHo, KaK OH, HW CHEr, HU OOXAOUK; He Aonyckasa OH HW NINBHA, HXU rononennubl, HA
MN3MOpO3u -- BO BCEM MX M306mnun: 3TOro CoBa CprD,)K He NoHnMaln.

HWKTO, 1 He pa3y He BCTpeYan ero Ha yauue NpuMBeTanBoON yablibkon n cnosamu: "Kak Bbl MOXMBaeTe,
noYTeHHenwunn mnctep CKkpyax? Korga e Bbl HaBeCcTuTe Hac?" Hu 0AnH HULWMIA He PELUNSICA NPOTSAHYTh K HEMY
PYKM 3a@ NONYLUKOWN; HX OOMH MafibyYuMLLKa He CNPOCKA Y Hero: "KOTopbIn H4ac?" HUKTO, HU MY>XHYMHA, HU XKEHLLMHA, B
TeyeHue BCen XM3HM CKpyaxKa, He CIPOCUAN Yy Hero: "Kak NponTu Tyaa-to?" fake cobaka -- BOXKaTbl YNYHOMO
cnenua, KaxeTcs, -- 1 Ta 3Hana CKpyL)Ka: Kak TOIbKO ero yBUAUT, Tak U 3aBeAeT CBOero xo3sauHa nnbo nog
BOPOTa, IMB0 B KaKoN-HNBYAb 3aKOYNIOK, U HA4YHET NOMaxmBaTbh XBOCTOM, C/IOBHO BbiIroBapuBaeT: "beHsaXKa MO
X035MH! 3Haelb K, 4TO NyyLle Y)K OCAENnHYTb, YeM CriasnuTb Aobpeix nogen?”

Ha CKpya)Ky-To 4T0 3a Aeno? IMEeHHO 3TOro OH 1 Xaxgaas. XKaxgaa oOH NPONTUN XXU3HEHHbIM NyTEM OANHOKO,
NMOMKUMO TOJMbI, C BbIBECKOW Ha nby: "na--agn--6epernce!" A 3aTeM -- "M NPSAHNKOM €ro He KopMu!" Kak roBopaT
JNIAKOMKMW -- OeTu.

OAHaXxabl, B Iy4WWIA feHb B rOAY, B COYMENbHUK, CTapUK CKPYIK CUeN B CBOEN KOHTOPE 1 BbiN 04EHb 3aHSAT.
Mopo3uao; nagan TymaH; CKpyIKy 6bI/10 C/bILLHO, KakK MPOX0XKKe No nepeysiky CBUCTAT cebe B Kynaku,
OTIYBAIOTCS, XJIOMAOT B 1a0WW 1 OTM/IACLIBAIOT Ha MaHENN Tpenaka, 4Tobbl COrpeThCs.

Ha 6alHe CuTtu npoburno ToNbKO -- eLle TPy Yaca NornoayaHuW, a Ha ABope 6bI10 Y>X COBCEM TEMHO. Bripoyem u ¢
yTpa He CBETas0, U OrHW B COCEIHNX OKHAX KOHTOP KPACHENN MAaCASHbIMU MNATHAMMW Ha YepHOBAaTOM (hoHe rycToro,
MoyTK 0CA3aTeNbHOro Bo3ayxa. TyMaH NpoHMKaa B JoMa BO BCE LLUEN U 3aMOYHblE CKBAXKWUHbI; Ha OTKPbITOM
BO3JYyXe OH A0 TOr0 CMAOTWCS, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha Y3KOCTb NepeyJsika, NPoTNBOMOJI0XKHbIE OMA Ka3aauch
KaKUMKW-TO Mpuspakamu. I nsas Ha MpayHble Ty4u, MOXKHO 6b110 MoAyMaTb, YTO OHK OMycKatoTca bavke 1 bamxe K
3eMJie C HaMepeHNeM -- 3a[lbIMUTb OrPOMHYIO MBOBAPHIO.

IBepb B KOHTOPY CKpyaka bblla OTBOPEHA, Tak YTO OH MOI MOCTOSHHO CNEAUTb 3@ CBOUM MPUKA34MKOM, 3aHATLIM
CNUCLIBAHNEM HECKO/bKMX ByMar B TEMHON KaMOpKe -- HEYTO BpoAe Konoaua. Y CKpyaKa ene-ene Tnesn B KaMesibke
OrOHb, @ Y MpMKa3yMKa ele MeHbLUe: NPOCTO OAUH yronek. MpnbaBuTb K HEMY OH HUYEr0 HE MOT, MOTOMY, YTO
KOP3WHKa C yronbaMu CTosa B KOMHaTe CKpya)Ka, 1 BCAKWIA pa3, KOrha npukasymk pobko BXOLWS C IONATKOW,
CKpyB)X npenBapss ero, 4To 6yaeT BbIHYXXAEH C HUM paccTaTbCs. BcnencTeme cero, nprkasymk obMaTbiBan cebe
weto 6enbiM "HoconpaToM" 1 NbITANCsH OTOrPETLCS Y CBEYKU; HO, MPU TaKOM BUANMOM OTCYTCTBUU
n306peTaTeNnbHOCTU, KOHEYHO HE AOCTUran CBOEW LIEN.

-C npasgHWKOM, OA4l0WKa, U fa XxpaHuT Bac bor! -- pasganca BeCesbI rosoc.
["onoc npuHagaexxan NaeMaHHuKyY CprJJ,)Ka, 3aCTaBWeEMY OA0I0LWKY BPacniox.

-- 2TO0 ele YTOo 3a NyCcTakn? -- cnpocun CKpyax. MieMAaHHMK Tak CKOPO LUEe K HEMY M Tak pasropescs Ha
MOPO3HOM TyMaHe, 4TO LEKMN ero nbljiaam NoabIMEM, INLO PAacKPaCHENOCh, KaK BULHS, r1a3a 3aucKpuancb 1 n3o
pTYy Banua nap crtonbom.

-- Kak gaftowKka: CBATKK -- TO NYCTAKW? -- 3aMeTuN nneMaHHUK CKpygxxa. -- To i Bbl ropopuTe?

-- A 4T0 Xe? -- oTBeTUN CKpyAX. -- Becenble cBATKM. [la kakoe y Tebsi NpaBo -- BeCennTbCs? Pa3opAaTbCa-TO Ha
Becesibe Kakoe npaBo?.. Beab u Tak yx b6eaeH...

-- [ToNHO e, NoHo! -- BO3pasu NeMsAHHUK. -- Jlyylle CKaXXunTe MHe: Kakoe Y BaC NpaBo XMYPUTLCA U KOMNTEeTb
HaZ undupbio?.. Beab 1 Tak -- yx 6orathbl.

-- ba! -- npomonxan CKpya)x, He NPUrOTOBMBLLWCL K OTBETY, U K cBoeMy "ba!" npubasun: Bcé 310 -- rnynoctu!
-- MNepecTaHbTe Xe, AAALWKa, XaH4PUTb.

-- [loHeBONe 3axaHOpuLLb C TaKUMU CyMacllewmn. Becenslie ceBaTku! Hy -- ero, Balle secenbe!.. 1 410 Takoe
BalLM CBATKM? CpoY4HOe BpeMs -- NAaTUTb N0 BEKCENIAM; @ Y BaC NOXKanyn, N LeHEer-To HeT... [la Belb C KaXKabiMU



CBATKaMW Bbl CTapeeTe Ha Lenblid rog n NPUNOMNUHaETE, 4TO NPOXWNN ele nBeHaAUaTb MecdaLleB 6e3 ﬂpl/l6bl)'||/|.
HeT! Byab M0l BONIA, 1 KaXXA0r0 TaKOoro LWaJsibHOro, 3a No3apasuTesibHble ﬂOﬁerLLIKI/I, npuKasan bl CBapuUTb B
KOTJE, -- C ero Xe nygunHrom, noxopoHUTb, Aa YX, 3a04HO, 4yT06bI N3 MOrWJIbI HE y6e>Kan, NMPOTKHYTb €MY Irpydb
CY4KOM OCTPOJINCTHUKaA... 970 -- BOT Tak!

-- Oaplowka! -- 3arosopun 6b110 NNEMAHHNK, -- B Ka4eCTBe afBoKaTa CBATOK.

-- Y10, NNeMsAHHNYEK? -- CTPOro nepebun ero AsnoWka. -- MpasaHyin cebe CBATKM, KakK X04ellb, a YX f-TO
OTNPA3[HYI0 UX NO-CBOEMY.

-- OTnpa3gHyeTe? -- MOBTOPW 3@ HUM MIEMSAHHUK.
-- [la pa3Be TaK npasgHyT?
-- Hy, n He Hapo!.. Tebe 5 )Kenalo Ha HOBbLIV FOJ HOBOIO CHACTbs, €C/IN CTaporo Masno.

-- MpaBaa: MHe KOW-4ero He A0CTaeT... [la HyX/ibl HET, 4TO HOBbIV rOf HY pa3y elle He Habun MHe KapMaHa, a
BCE-TAKMN CBATKMN BN MEHS CBATKM.

MpurKazvunk Cpr,EI,)Ka HEBOJIbHO 3apyKonieckan 3TON pe4n n3 n3BeCTtHoro HaM Kosogua; HO, NOHAB BCE
Hernpunnmnyme CeBoero nocTynka, 6p0CI/IJ'IC$I NonpaB/iATb OrOHb B KaMeJibKe 1 3aTyLni NoCcneanHn NCKpy.

-- Ecnm Bbl ewwe 3aTywnTe, -- CKa3ajs emMy CprD,)K, -- BaM NPUAETCA Npa3gHOBaTb CBATKW Ha OPYroM MecCTe. A Bawm,
cap, I'Ipl/l6aBVIJ'I OH, O6paTVIBLIJI/ICb K MNEMAHHUKY, A OOJIXEH OTAATb NMOJIHYIO CNpaBen/IMBOCTb: Bbl -- ﬂpeBOCXOJJ,HbIVI
BUTWA N HalNpPaCHO He BCTYMa€eTe B NapJlaMeHT.

-- He cepawnTecs, asawuwka: bynet! NpuxoamTte K HaM 3aBTpa obenaTsb.

CKpyp)X eMy O0TBETWA, 4TOObI OH MOLLEN K... [IpaBO: Tak 1 CKazas, BCE CZI0BO BbIFOBOPWJI, -- TakK-TakKu 1 CKa3zan:
noweén... (Yutatens, MOXeT, ec/im 3abnaropacCyauT, 4OrOBOPUTL CJI0BO).

-- [la noyemy e, BCKPUKHYN NaeMaHHUK? MNodvemy?
-- A noyemy Tbl XXeHusca?
-- MoTomy, -- yTO BAKOBUACS.

-- JlloboBb! -- npobopmoTan CKkpyaxX, Aa Tak npobopmoTan, kak byaTo 6bl, nocne cnoBa -- HOBLIN rog, Nto6oBb
6blna caMbIM rAyMbiM CJIOBOM B MUPE.

-- NocnywawTe, gapowkal Begb Bbl M Npexxae HAKOrAa KO MHE He 3aX04UAN: NMpUYeM Xe TyT Mo XXeHnTbba?
-- Mpowan! -- ckaszan CKpyox.

-- 91 OT BaC HUYEro He XXenal, HUYEro He NPOLLY: 0THYEro XXe HaM He 0CTaTbCs APY3bAMn?

-- Mpowan! -- ckazan CKpyax.

-- 1 NCTUHHO OrOpPYEH BaLLIEN PELINMOCTbI0... MeXly HaMu, KaXXeTCsl, HUYero He 6bl0... MO KpaHeln Mepe, C MOe
CTOPOHBI... XOTENOCb MHE MPOBECTW C BaMW MEPBLIA AeHb, -- HY? Y4TO X AenaTtb! 1 BCE-Taku NMOBECESIOCH -- U BaM
TOro Xe Xenato.

-- MNpowan! -- ckaszan CKpyox.

MneMAHHWK BbIlWeN N3 KOMHAaTLI, HY MOJIC/IOBOM He Bblpa3nB CBOEro Heyao0BOJIbCTBUSA; HO OCTAHOBWJICA Ha nopore
nnosapasina C HaCTynakoWwmM NpasgHNKOM NPoOBOXKaBLUEro ero rnpmkasynka, a B TOM, HECMOTPA Ha NOCTOSAHHbIN
xoJsiog, 66110 BCE-Taky 6oNbLUE TENOTHI, YEM B Cpr}J,)Ke. [Mo3TOMYy OH OTBeYan pafyLHO Ha NPUBETCTBUE CBOEro
no3apaBuUTeENA, Tak 4TO Cpr,EI,)K yChblXasn ero caoBa 13 CBOEWN KOMHaTbI 1 npowenTan:

-- BoT, ewe nypaK-To HabunTbIn! CJ'Iy)KI/IT Y MeHA NPUKa34nKoMm; nonyyvaeT NATHagUaTb WWNNJIMHIOB B HeAeto; Ha
PyKaX XXeHa 1 OETU; a Tyda XeE pafyeTca npa3,uH|/|Ky!... Hy, KaK )Xeé He CaM HanpalwnBaeTCqa B AOM cymacmemumx?

B 3T0 BpeMsi HabuTbIN gypak, NPoBOANB NNeMsHHUKA CKpyarka, BBE 3a COH60I0 B KOHTOPY ABYX HOBbIX
nocetuTenei: oba O)KEHT/IbMEHa Ka3aJICb KpaliHe NopsAoYHbLIMU NloAbMu, C 6/1aroBMAHON HAaPY>XHOCTbIO, U 0ba
MpuW BXOME CHAMW LWNSAMbIL. B pykax y HKUX Oblin Kakue-To peecTtpsl 1 bymarn.

-- CKpyX 1 Mapnen, kaxeTca? -- CNPoCUS OAMH U3 HUX C MOKJIOHOM M NOrAafen B CUcok. -- C keM umeto



YLLOBOJIbCTBME FOBOPUTL: C MUCTEPOM CKPYI)KEM, UM C MUCTEPOM Mapneem?

-- Muctep Mapnen ymep ceMb NIeT TOMY, -- 0TBETWUA CKpPyLAX. -- POBHO CEMb 1eT TOMY YMEpP, UMEHHO B 3Ty CaMyt0
HOMb.

-- Mbl HE COMHEBAEMCS, YTO BEIMKOAYLLIVE MOKOMHOro Halwio cebe AOCTONHOMO NPeACcTaBUTENS B NEPEXUBLUEM
€ro KOMMaHboHe! -- CKa3aN He3HakoMeLl, NPeabaBAAs opuLMaibHyo ByMary, ynoJIHOMO4YMBABLLYIO €ro Ha cobpaHue
MWIOCTbIHU ONsi 6eHbIX.

CoMHeBaTbCs B NMOAJIMHHOCTY 3TOMN 6yMaru 661710 HEBO3MOXKHO; 0JIHAKO XXe, NMPY [0CaIHOM C/I0BE: BEIMKoayLUINeE,
CKpyo)x Haxmypws 6poBK, NMoKayvaa rosIoBOM 1 BO3BPATWII CBOEMY MOCETUTENO CBUIETENLCTBO.

-- B 3Ty panocTHyto nopy roma, muctep CKpymx, -- 3aroBopusl NoceTUTeNb, B3sIB Nepo, -- bbii1o Obl BCcero
XenaTtenbHee cobpaTb NocusibHoe nocobre 6eaHbIM U HEUMMYLLIMM, CTPadaloWwuM Tenepb bonee, Yem Korga-Hmbyab:
ThICSYM U3 HUX JIMLLIEHbI CAaMOro He06X0AMMOr0 B XXMU3HW; COTHS ThICSY HE CMEIOT U MeYTaTb 0 HAUCKPOMHERLINX
ynobcTBax.

-- Pa3Be TIOpbMbI yXXe YHUYTOXKEHbI? -- cnpocui CKpyOx.

-- MomunywTe, -- 0OTBEYaN HE3HAKOMeEL, OMycKas nepo. -- [la nx Tenepb ropasfo bonblie, Yyem 6b110 Npexae...
-- Tak, cTano bbiTb, -- NPoAo/HKan CKPyaX, -- NPUIOTbI NPEKPATUAN CBOIO AEATENbHOCTbL?

-- 3BMHUTE, C3p, -- BO3pa3un cobecefHnK CKpyLxa: aan-1o bor, 4Tobbl OHM ee npekpaTuan?

-- Tak YenoBekoJl06UBLIA )KEPHOB BCE eLlle MejleT Ha OCHOBaHWNW 3akoHa?

-- Oa! 1 emy, n 3aKOHYy MHOro eLle gena.

-- 0!... A 7 Befib nogyman 661110, 4TO Kakoe-HMOy b HenpeaBnAeHHOe 06CTOATENLCTBO NOMELLAo CyLLeCTBOBAHMIO
3TUX NONE3HBIX YYPEXAEHUN... ICKPEHHO, NCKPEHHO paj, 4To ownbes! -- nporoBopuTh CKpyLX.

-- B nosiHoM ybexxaeHun, 4To HW TIOPbMBbI, HU MPUIOTbI HE MOTYT XPUCTUAHCKN YLOBAETBOPUTbL (PU3NYECKNX 1
LYXOBHbIX NOTpebHOCTen TONMbI, HECKOJIbKO 0c0b cobpann no nognncke HeBOAbLLYIO CYMMY A8 NOKYNKu 6egHbIM,
paauv NpeacTosAWwmnX Npa3fHUKOB, KYCKa Msca, KPYXKKM MWBa 1 NPUropLLUHK yrAs... Ha CKoSibKo BaM yrofHo byaet
noanucaTbca?

-- [a... HM Ha ckosibKo! -- oTBeTMN CKpYyLOX.
-- BaM, BEpOATHO, YrOAHO COXPaHUTbL aHOHUM.

-- MHe yrogHo, 47106 MeHs ocTaBuAM B Nokoe. Ecam Bbl, rocnoga, camu cnpalwnBaeTe -- HEro MHe erD,HO? BOT BaM
Mo 0TBeT. MHe 1 CaMOMYy MNMpa3gHuK -- He PaaoCTb, N HE HaMepPEeH A NMOOLLPATb 6pa)KHI/I‘-IaHbﬂ Kaxhoro TyHeaaua. U
6e3 Toro 1 njiavyy OOBOJIbHO Ha NOAOEPXKKY 6)'IaFOTBOpI/ITEIIbeIX 3aBedeHui... T. €. TIOPEM U NPUKOTOB... MYCTb B HUX
N NOCTynakwT Te, KOMY OYPHO B MHOM MeCTe.

-- [la Bellb MHbIM 11 MOCTYNaTb TyAa Hesb3s, a APYruM yMepeTh fierve.

-- A ecnun nerye, KT0 e UM MeLlaeT Tak U nocTynaTb, paan yMeHblleHNA HULLEHCTBYOLWEro HapOJJ,OHaCGJ'IeHVIFI?
Brlpoqu, N3BMHNTE MEHS -- BC& 3TO AJ19 MEHS -- TEMHas rpamoTa.

-- O4HaKO Xe -- BaM HMNYero He CTOUT en ﬂoy‘-II/ITbCFI?

-- He moe peno! -- Bo3pasnn Ckpyax... losneeT gHeswn 3106a ero. A y MeHsa cobcTBeHHbIX aen bonblie, 4eM gHen.
Mo3BONbTE C BaMM NPOCTUTbLCA rocnogal...

MoHsB BClo 6ecnoNe3HoCTb AasbHENLLNX HACTOSIHWIA, HE3HAKOMLIbI Y AaIUITUCh.
CKpyI>X onaTh ycencs 3a paboTy B CaMO0BOIbHOM PACMONIOXKEHUN AyXa.

A TYMaH N NOTEMKU BCE rycrenn, ga ryctenu, Tak 4T1o rno yamuam 3aCBEpPKaJii y)xe CBETO4YN, NpeAHa3Ha4YeHHbIE
y300BOANTb N3BO34YUNYbUX KOHEW 1 HaCTaBNATb NX Ha npasble NyTH. CTapaﬂ KOJIOKOJIbHA C HaXMYpPEeHHbIM
KOJI0KOJIOM, NOCTOSIHHO HabnoaaBwmM 13 NtobonbITCTBA, B CBOE FOTUYECKOE OKHO, KOHTOpPY Cpr,D,)Ka, BOPYT
ncyesna n3 Bnaa U CtaJla TPE3BOHUTDL Y)XKe B obnakax yeTBepTy, Nonyvacus 1 4acbl. MOpPO3 KpenHy.

B yrny ABopa Heckosibko paboTHUKOB MOMPaBAsAAN Fa30MpPoBOAHbIE TPYObI U Pa3orpesin OrpPOMHYH XKApPOBHIO;
KPYrom TeCHWIACh Liesiast ToJina My>X4YnH 1 060pBaHHbIX PeBSTULLIEK: OHU C HACTAXXAEHWEM NoTMpanu cebe pyku u



LLLYPUNCb Ha OroHb. KpaH 3anepToro oHTaHa obaeaeHen Tak, YTo CMOTPETb OblfIo MPOTUBHO.

Fa30Bble JlaMMbl MarasMHOB 03aps/iN BETKW 1 Srofbl OCTPOANCTHUKA U Bpocann KpacHoBaTbIN 0T61eck Ha
BnefHble Mua NPOXoXXmx. MACHbIE 1 3e1eHHbIE NTAaBKN CUSN TaKoK POCKOLUbLIO, MPeacTaBAsAN Takoe
BEIMKOIENHOE 3pesInLLE, YTO HUKOMY Obl U B FOJIOBY HE MPULLIO COEANHUTL C HAMK UAeto pacyeTa u bapbliLwa.
Jlopa-map, B cBoen kpenocTn Mansion-House, oTAaBan Npukasbl, HaNpaBo U HaneBo, Kak 1 nogobaeT nopa-mMapy B
COYENbHUK, CBOMM NATUAECATU NOBapaM v NATUAECATU KNloYHUKaM. [axe beaHsra nopTHoOW (He fanee -- Kak B
MPOLUAbIV NMOHEeAENbHNK NMOABEPTHYTHIN LEHEXHON NeHe B NATb LWWIMHIOB, 3a NbSHCTBO 1 OYSHCTBO Ha yauue),
LaXKe N TOT NPUHANCA Ha CBOEM YepAaydke XJI0MnoTaTb O 3aBTPaLlLHEM MyAWHIe, 1 TOWas ero NosoBuHa C TOLLMM
COCYHKOM Ha pyKax, OTNpPaBuaNCb Ha 6ONHIO KynuTb HEOOXOAMMbIA KyCOK MrOBSAUHDI.

ME)K)J,y TeM, TYMaH CTaHOBUTCA rylie 1 ryuie, Xonon XmnBee, XXect4e, NpoH3nTesbHee. BoT oH KPEenKo ywnnHyn
3a HOC YJINYHOro MallbyunLKy, TwenyuwHoro, obrnogaHHOro ronoaoM, Kak KocTb cobakoi: Bnagenew, 3Toro Hoca
NnpuKnagbiBaeT CBOW rna3 K 3aMOYHOW CKBaXKMHE CprD,)KCKOVI KOHTOPLI U Ha4YMHaeTe XpuCTa C/laBUTh, HO Npu
NnepBbIX C/I0Bax:

[ocnoaun cnacu Bac,

Hobpbi rocnoguH!

CKpyI>X TaK SHEPr1YHO CXBaTbIBAET JINHENKY, 4TO NEBEL, B Y>Xace, 0TOeraeT co BCEX HOI, MOKMAasa 3aMOYHYIO
CKBaXXWHY B 0obbl4y TyMaHa 1 MOpP03a, @ OHW TOTHAC XXe BPbIBAKOTCA B KOMHATY... KOHEYHO U3 COYYBCTBUSA K
CKpyLXYy...

HakoHeL, nopa 3anepeTb KOHTOPY: CKPYOXX YrproMO CXOAUT C CBoero TabypeTa, C/IOBHO NOAaBas MOYa MBI
3HaK CBOEMY MPUKa34MKy ybmpaThCs CKOPee BOH: NPUKa3YnK MIHOBEHHO TYLUUT CBEYY W HadeBaeT Wsmny.

-- Mpeanonarato, YTO 3aBTPA, Bbl Lie/bli IeHb OCTaHeTeCb AoMa? -- cnpawneaeT CKpyox.
-- Ecnm 370 BaM ypobHo, cap.

-- Hnckonbko 3To MHe HeynobHO, Aa v BoobLue, C Ballen CTOPOHbI, HecnpaBeaanBo. Ecnu 6bl, 3a 3aBTpaLLHUIA
LE€Hb, 7 yAEep)Xas 13 BaLLEro XasoBaHbs NMOJKPOHbI, 51 yBepeH -- Bbl Bbl 0bnaenncs?

MpuKasynk cnerka yablbHyncs.

-- A Mexay TeMm, -- npoaosixxan CKpyax, -- Bbl He codTeTe B 06uay Ons MeHs, YTO 1 AOJKEH BaM MATUTb 3a
Lesbln 4eHb fapoM.

MprKa3yYnkK 3ameTn, 41O 3TO CNYy4YaeTCs TOJIbKO OOMH pa3 B rof.

-- Mnoxoe onpaBAaHue 1 NJ0X0oN NMOBO/A -- 3aMyCcKaTb PYKY B Yy)KOW KapMaH Kaxkgoe 25 nekabps, -- Bo3pasun
CKpyIlXX, 3aCTermBas najabTo 40 CaMoro nofboponaka. TeM He MeHee, 51 MoJlaralo, YTO BaM HYXXEH Liebl
3aBTPALUHWIA feHb: NOCTapalTeCh XXe BO3HarpaAuTb MEHS 3a HEro nocse3aBTpa, U Kak MOXKHO NMopaHbLue.

Mpukazyuk obewan, n Ckpyax, Bopya cebe noa Hoc, Bbilen n3 goma. KoHTopa bbina 3anepTa BO MrHOBEHME 0Ka,
N NpuKasyuk, ckpectus oba KoHLa "HoconpaTa" Ha XuneTe (CIOPTYK OH CYUTAJT POCKOLLbLIO) MYCTUACS NO
KOpHrMIbCKOM NaHenun, MoCKOb3HYBLUUCH pa3 ABaALaTb BMeCTe C TOJINON MafibyuLleK, TO U A4eS0 NajaBLUmMX B
4ecTb coyeNbHMKa. Bo Becb ayx nobexkan oH Ao cBoen KBapTupsl K "KamaeH-ToyHe", 4Tobbl MOCMETb Ha XXMYPKK
[Mrpa B XXMypKu cocTaBAsfEeT K AHrANN He0bX0ANMYI0 NPUHALNEXHOCTb COYesIbHMKA 1 BOOBLLLE BCEX CBATOK.].
Ckpyx ycencs 3a CKyaHbli 0befi, B cBoel 06bIYHON rpoLLIOBOI Xap4yeBHe. [NepeynTas BCe XXYypPHasbl U 04apOBaB
cebs, K KOHLY Beyepa, MPOCMOTPOM CBOEN CHETHOW KHMXKKWN, OH OTMPaBMCS Ha HOYEBKY AOMOW. 3aHNMas OH
ObIBLUYIO KBAPTUPY CBOErO NMOKOWHOr0 COTOBAPULLA; OJIMHHBIA PSAJ TEMHbIX KOMHAT B CTapUHHOM, MpaYyHOM 34aHuK,
Ha CaMOM KOHLIe 3aKoyJiKa. bor BecTb, Kak 0OHO Tyaa nonasio? Tak 1 Ka3anocCb, 4TO CMOJIOAY OHO UrPasno B NPSTKM C
APYrMMy AoMaMu, CNpPSTanoch, Aa NOTOM W He Halo Aoporn. BeTxo oHo 66110 1 NevYanbHO, NOTOMY, YTO KpoMe
CKpyB)Ka, B HEM HMKOI0 HE XXWN0: OCTaslbHble KBAPTUPbl OblIM 3aHATLI pa3HbIMU KOHTOpaMu 1 6iopo. [sop bbin oo
TaKOW CTEMEHN TeMeH, 4YTO caM CKPYAXK, XOTb M 3HaN Han3yCTb KaXKAYI0 MAUTY, LO/DKEH Obl1 NpobupaTbCa OLLYMbIO.
Xonoa v TyMaH KPernko npw>Xaancb K CTapoi BXOAHOW ABEPW, -- 1 Bbl Obl MOAYMasM, YTO Ha ee Nopore Npucen



reHui 3uMbl, ﬂOpr)KeHHbIIZ B rPyCTHbIE Pa3MbllLUNEHNA.

®aKT 0AUH, 4TO B ABEPHOM MOJIOTKE He Bbl10 HUYero 3aMeyaTenbHOro, KpoMe HEMOMEPHOW BEIMYUHDI; APYTrON
aKT TOT, 4To CKpyAXX BUAAN 3TOT MOJIOTOK €XXeHEBHO, YTPOM M BEYEPOM, C TEX CaMbIX MOP, KakK NOCenncs B
LOMe; 4TO npu BCéM 3ToM CKpy )k obnajan Tak HasbiBaeMbiM BOOOPa)KeHNEM MeHee axxe KopnopaLmmn HoTabnen un
anbaepMeHoB [T. e. npeacTaBuTeNen BCEBO3IMOXHbIX LIEXOB U rnnbanii.]. He cnepyeT Takxe 3abblBaTb, YTO, B
TeyeHue LeNbix CeMU N1eT, 3HAYUT Kak pa3 co AHA cMepTn Mapnes, CKpyaX HM pa3y He NofyMan o MOKONHMKE.
O6BbACHUTE XXe MHe, MoXaNlyNCTa, eC/i MoXKeTe: KakuM 06pa3oM cyumnoch, 4To CKpyax, NOBEpPThLIBAs KoY B
3aMKe, CBOVIMM r1la3aMu yBUAAN Ha MecTe ABEPHOro MOJ0TKa nLo Mapnes? WCTUHHO roBopto Bam: nnLo Mapnes!
OHO He 6bl10 HEeNMPOHULIAEMO TeHbIO, KaK BCe 0CTaslbHble NpeAMeTbl Ha ABOPE, HAMPOTUB: OHO CBETUIOCH KaKUM-TO
CUHeBaTbIM B1eckoM, Nofo6HO FHUIOMY MOPCKOMY paKy B TeMHOM norpebe. B Bbipa)keHun ero He Bbino HUYero
FHEBHOrO U cBMpenoro: Mapneit rnsgen Ha CKpyKa -- Kak 1 BCeraa, NpunofHsB npu3pak 04KOB Ha npu3pak nba.
Bosiocbl €ro LWeBeNuInCh Ha rosioBe Kak 6yATo OT KaKoro-To AYHOBEHMS, WK OT ropsiyero napa; Mapnei rnsaen Bo
BCe r1a3a, HO OHM 6blIN HEMOABVXXHbI. 3TO 06CTOATENLCTBO U CUHEBATLIN LIBET KOXIW NMPUBOAUIIN B Y)KAc, XOTS
y>xac CKpya)xa MpouCXoans He 0T MEPTBEHHOMO BbIPaXKEHUS ML, a -- TaK CKa3aTb OT camoro cebs.

MpuncTanbHO BrASAEBLUNCE B 3TO ABJIeHNe, CKpyOX CHOBa yBMUAAJ O4MH TONbKO ABEPHON MOOTOK. Mbl 6bl
NorpeLLnnmn nepes CoBecCTbio, ecnu bbl ckazanu, 4To CKpyaK HE OWYTUA HX APOXKK, HW CTPALLHOro, AoTose
HE3HAKOMOro emMy BOJIHEHNS B KpoBWU. O4HAKO OH BbICTPO NOBEPHY KJOY, BOLLIEN B KOMHATY U 3a)Ker cBevy. Ha
MIHOBEHME OH OCTAHOBWJICS B HEPELUNTENLHOCTM 1, MPeXAe YeM 3anepeTb ABEPb, NOrAa4e HET N 3@ HEM KOro,
CNoBHO 60551CA, YTO BOT-BOT MOKaXXETCHA B CEHAX TOHKUIA HOC M3pnes. Ho 3a aBepblo He BbII0 HUYErO, KPOME Faek 1
BVHTOB, MPUAEPXKMBABLUNX N3HYTPU ABEPHON MonoToK. "ba! ba!" ckazan CKpyaXX 1 CUNbHO 3axJI0MHY ABEPb.

Mo BCeMy AOMY MpPOLLEN FPOMOBON ry. Ka)kas KoMHaTa HaBepxy 1 Kaxaas 6o4ka BHM3Y, B BUHHOM norpebe,
NPUHANN 0cOBEHHOE y4acTne B 3TOM KOoHLepTe 3xa. CKpyaX Obl1 He N3 TaKOBCKMX, YTOObI MyraTbCs 3xa: KPenko
3anep ABepb, MPOLLEN CEHAMU W CTas NOAHNMATLCS Ha IECTHULLY, MOMPaBMB Ha AOpore CBeYy.

Bbl MHE CTaHeTe paccKa3biBaTb O CTaPMHHbIX, 61aXKeHHOW NamMATK, NecTHULaXx, N0 KOTopbiM Morfa bbl NnpoexaTb
KapeTa B LUECTb JIoWAaAeNn paaoM, Uan NponTy NPoLeccus C 0GHUM U3 MaJIeHbKUX NaplaMeHTCKKX e, a 1 BaM
CKaXky, 4To necTHuua CKpyarka bbina HeYTO MHOE: MO HEN MOXKHO ObIN0 MPOBECTM APOrK Nonepek, Tak, 4Tobbl 0anH
KoHeL, bb11 0bpalleH K CTeHe, a APYron K nepuaam, U 3To HU4ero Bbl He 3HaYN0, NOXKaY eLlé MecTo bbl
0CTanock. Mo camon sTon npuydmHe, CKpyaXKy 1 NoKasanocb, 4TO nepes HAUM B TEMHOTE NOAHUMAETCS NO NIeCTHULE
norpebansHoe wecTsue. MoAalXNHbLI YIMYHBIX FTa30BbIX POXXKOB €4Ba /1M MOrin 6bl 0CBETUTbL AOCTAaTOYHO CEHMU:
MOXXeTe )Ke npeacTaBuTh cebe, Kakoe ipKoe cusHME pa3simBana cBeyvka Ckpyoxa!...

OH NogHMManCs Kak Hi B 4em He 6biBasio: BeAb TEMHOTa HUYEro He CTOUT, a noTomy Cprﬂ,)K N He 4yBCTBOBaJl K
HeW HNKaKoro oTBpalleHus. Ho, npexnae Bcero, Bongs Kk cebe, oH OCMOTpPeEJT1 BCE€ KOMHaATbl, BUANMO 6ecrnokomMbIN
BOCNOMWHAHNEM O TAUHCTBEHHOM NnLE.

[0CTUHasA, cnanbHS U KNafoBas OKa3aancb B nopsiake. HUKoro He 66110 No4 CTOMIOM, HAKOrO Mo AMBAHOM;
KOMesieK TAUACS U HarpeBan KacTproso C Kawuuen (y CKpyaka bbl1 HACMOPK); HUKOTO He BbIf0 TakXxe 1 B CnajibHe
nofZ NoCTeNblO, U B KNalOBOW; HAKTO He CNPATaCS 3a BUCEBLUMM Ha CTEHE XanaToM. BnonHe ycnoKonBLINC,
CkpyI>x 3anep ABepb Ha 3aMoOK, B ABa 060poTa, Hagen xanaT, Tydam, HOYHON KONNak, yCencsa nepeg orHem u
NPUHANCA 3a KalnLy.

Meyka BblNa CNOXKEHa O4EHb AABHO, BEPOSTHO, KAKUM-HUOY b FONNaHACKMM KynuoM. Ha n3pasuax 6bim
n3o06pa)keHuns, 3aMMCTBOBaHHble 13 Bubnun: KanHbl n Asenu, awepun ®apaoHa, uapuubl CaBckue, BanbTacapsbl... a
BCE-TaKW Haj BCEMU HUMU, Ka3anocCb, MeJsibKaao HeoTCTynHoe anuo Mapnes...

-- Bagop! -- nporosopun CKpya)X 1 CTan Xo04MTb B3af W Briepes no KoMHaTe.

BOpyr ero rnasa 0CTaHOBW/IUCL Ha CTapOM 3BOHKE, IaBHO yXKe He ObiBLIEM B yr|0Tpe6neH|/||/| n nposegeHHOM, AnA
KaKOM-TO LleSin, B HMXKHEE XUNbe AOMa. Boo6pa3|/|Te Xe N3yMneHmne n yxac Cprﬂ,)Ka, KOrga 3TOT 3BOHOK Ha4dall
LIEBEJINTbCA: CNepBa, OH TOJIbKO Ka4YHYJICA MOYTHU 6e3 3BYKa, HO BCJ1ie[] 3aTe€M KOJIOKOJIbYUK TaK N 3aJINNICA, N EMY
noaxeaTuanm Bce 0CTaJibHble KOJIOKOJIbYUKK B OME.

3BEHENN OHU HUKaK He bonee MWHYTbI, HO 3Ta MUHYTa MOKa3aJ1laCb Cpr,El,)Ky LenbiM YacoM. KoJIoKOJIbYUKM
CMOJIKJIN, TaK Xe, KaK 1 3a3BeHenn: BCce pa3oM. /IX 3BOH CMeHWns10 6pﬂuaH|/|e XKene3a, -- CJIOBHO KTO-TO BHN3Y, B
BUHHOM FIOFpGGG, BOJ104MA No HoyKkam TAXKENyo Uenb. CprJJ,)K BCMOMHWAN, 4TO BCE NMpuBnaeHNA BONO4HaAT 3a coboro



uenu.

MorpebHas ABEpb pacnaxHyaachk C YXKacHbIM CTYKOM, 1 CKPY[K yC/bIXas 3BYK LNy CHavyasa B MEPBOM XKWJbe,
MOTOM Ha NIeCTHULE, 1 HAaKOHEL, NPSIMO NPOTWB CBOEN ABEPW.

-- Bcé 7o cywmin B3gop! -- ckazan Ckpyax. -- Nl BepuTb He xouy!

OZHaKo e OH NnepeMeHWsICa B nLe, Korga npu3pak BoLlen B KOMHaTY NpsAMO CKBO3b 3anepTyio, TOJCTYIO ABepb.
YMuUpatoLmin oroHeKk BCbIXHYJ1 B KaMesbKe, CJIOBHO Npokpuyan: "f ero ysHato! 31o npuspak Mapnesa!" n 3atem
norac. CoBepLUeHHO, -- COBEPLUEHHO ML M3apnes: Ta e TOHKas KoCa; TOT )Xe 0ObIKHOBEHHGLIN €ro XUNeT, Te Xe
MaHTaN0Hbl B OOTAXKKY: 1 LUENKOBbIE KNCTOYKM Ha Camnorax no-npe)xHeMy Ka4vatoTcsa B 1aj C KOCOLo, C monaMmu
nnaTbs 1 Tyneem. Llenb o6xBaTbiBasa eMy NoAC U BOJIOYMUIACh 3@ NPU3PaKOM ASIMHHBIM XBOCTOM. CKpy X
paccMoTpes, 4TO OHa Bblna cocTaBieHa U3 KacCoBbIX ALWMKOB, U3 CBA3OK K/IOYEN, XKeNle3HbIX 3aCOBOB, 3aMKOB,
60bLUNX KHWT, MaMnoK U TSXXeSbIX CTaJlbHbIX KOLIEeNbKOB.

Teno npuspaka 6b110 4O TOro NPo3payHo, 4To CKPYAK, B3rISHYB Ha €ro XXWeT, ICHO yBMAa CKBO3b HEr0 ABe
NYroBULbl, NPULLNTBIE K CNUHKE KadTaHa. Ho XoTsa CKpyaXX NPUNOMHWUA, 4TO 1 NPKU XN3HU Mapnes (No cocegHuM
CNNEeTHAM), Y Hero He Bb1y10 BHYTPEHHOCTEN, BCE €ellle He BepuSl CBOMM Ina3aM, 0OHAKO XXe 3aMeTu BCé Ao
Manenwen noapobHoCcTK, gaxke A0 ynspa Ha rosoBe, NOBA3aHHOro NoA Noabopoakom.

-- 4YT0 3TO 3HAYNUT? -- CNPOCUN OH XONOLHO N HAaCMELLSINBO, KaK 1 BCerpaa. -- 4ero Bbl 0T MeHA XoTuUTe?
-- MHororo.

HeT HMKakoro COMHeHus: ronoc Mapnes.

-- KTO Bbl Takown?

-- To ecTb: KTO 9 6b171 Takoi.

-- Hy, K10 xe? -- nepecnpocnn CKpyaxx, BO3BbILWAsA rosoc... -- [Ang npu3paka Bbl 60abLLON NypuUcT... [[ypnsm --
CTpeMAeHNe K YNCTOTE HPaBoB.]

-- Mpu xu3Hu 1 6bin Baw coToBapuLy O>xakob Mapnei.
-- MoxeTe Bbl... NpUcecTb?

-- Mory.

-- CaguTtech xe.

Cpr}J,)K NPEONOXW NPU3pPaKy NpUCeCTb And NCnblTaHNA B COCTOAHUN TN CNOETb TaKOoe Npo3payHoe CyWwecTBO, U
ana nsbexaHus HENMpuUATHOro o0bbACHeHus. MNpu3pak cesn o04eHb pa3BA3HO.

-- Bbl B MeH$1 He BepuTe? -- 3aMETU OH.

-- He Bepio.

-- Kakoro »xe foKa3aTenbCTBa B MOEN AeNCTBUTENbHOCTU TpebyeTe Bbl, KpOMe CBUAETENbCTBA BalUNX YyBCTB?
-- I cam He 3Halo.

-- OT4yero e Bbl HE f0BeEpseTe BaWUM YyBCTBaM?

-- OTTOrO, 4TO X MOXET N3BPaTUTb BCAKaA CJ'Iy‘-IaI7IHOCTb, BCAKOEe paCCTpOIZCTBO Xenynka, U B CyWHOCTW Bbl,
MOXXeT bbITb, HNYTO NHOE, KaK IOMOTb He nepeBapuBLUErocda Maca, Ujin noa-a10XXe4kn ropvunubl, KyCOoK Cbipa,
KyCO4€eK CbIporo KapTocpenﬂ? Bo BCAKOM Ccny4ae, OT BaC NaxHeT cKopee MO>X>KEBEJIOBKOW, YEM MOXK)KEBEJIbHNKOM.

CkpyZ)k BoobLLEe He »KasloBasl OCTPOT, U TeMepb BCEro MEHEE YYBCTBOBA OXOTY OCTPUTb, HO OH MOLYTWA As
TOro, 4Tobbl faTb APYroe HanpaBAeHUe MbICIAM 1 NobeAnTb CBOW y>Kac, As TOro, YTO rofa0C Npu3paka 3acTaBas
ero TpeneTaTb A0 CAMOro MO3ra KoCTel.

CKpYAXX BbIHOCUJT YHEPTOBCKYIO MbITKY, CUASA NPOTKB NpU3paka 1 He CMes CBECTU B3r/isda C 3TUX HEMOABUXKHbIX,
CTEKNSIHHBIX T1a3. W, B camoM fene, 6b110 4TO-TO y>KacHOe B afICKOI aTMocdepe, OKpy»KaBLei npuspak: CKpyax,
pa3yMeeTCs, He MOr ee CaM OLLYLLATb, HO OH BUAES, YTO NPU3pakK CUeN COBEPLUEHHO HEMOMBMXHO, a MEXAY TEM
€ro BOJIOChI, NMOJIbl KathTaHa U KUCTUW Canor LeBeNuanch, 6yATo OT CEPHOro napa, BbIJIETABLIEr0 U3 KaKoro-To
ropHuna.



-- BuanTe Bbl 3Ty 3y604ncTKy? -- cnpocun CKpyax, 4Tobbl paccesTb CBOW CTPax U XOTb Ha MTHOBEHWE 0TOPBaTb OT
cebs Xon04HbIN, Kak Mpamop, B3rs4 npu3paka.

-- Buxy, -- oTBETWJI NpU3paKk.
-- [1a Bbl Ha Hee Jaxke un He cmoTpuTe!
-- 9TO He MellaeT MHe ee BUaeThb.

-- Tak -- BOT: CTOMT MHe TOJIbKO €e NPOrfioTUTb -- U 51 A0 KOHLLA MOUX AHEeN ByLly OKPY)XeH JIerioHOM [OMOBbIX
cob6CTBEHHOro Moero npouseefeHns. Bcé 3To -- B34op, rosopto Bam... Bagop!

Mpu 3TOM CNoBe, NPU3pak CTPALIHO BCKPUKHYJ 1 TaK OFNYLUUTENIbHO, TaK 3ayHbIBHO MOTPSC Lienbto, 4To CKpy X
yxBaTUNCs obenMu pykamu 3a CTyJl, 4Tobbl He ynacTb B 06MOpPOK. Ho ero y>xac yaABoUNCs, Korga npuspak sapyr
COpBas C rofIoBbl YNISP ¥ MPU 3TOM HUXKHSAS €ro YeatoCTb CBaSMIACh Ha rpydb.

CKpyZ>X yran Ha KOJIEHU 1 3aKpbll INLLO PYKaMU.
-- boxxe MunocepaHbIn! -- BCKPUKHYN OH. -- MpoknaToe npusmaeHue!... 3a4em Tbl NOABUIOCL TEP3aTb MEHS?
-- lywa nnoTckasd, gywa 3emHas! -- oTBeTUN npuspak. -- Bepuilb nn Tl TeNepb B MeHA?

-- [lo/mkeH BepUTb NOHEBONE?... -- CKa3an CKpyoxX. -- Ho 3a4eM e ayxu 6poasT no 3emse 1 3a4eM KO MHe
3axomat?...

-- 0643aHHOCTb KaXKA0ro YenoBeKa, -- 0TBeYas Npuspak, -- COobWNTLCA AYLLOK C BAVXKHUM: eCiM OH YKJIOHsAeTCs
OT 3TOr0 MpU XU3HK, AyLLa ero ocy)KaeHa 6ayxaaTb B Mupe nocne cMepTu... OcyxaeHa oHa bbITb 6ecnonesHoin n
Be3yyacTHOW cBUAETENbHULEN BCEX NO?NIbHUX SBIEHUIA, TOrAa KakK NP XXW3HW OHa Moria bbl CANTLCA C APYrUMU
Aylwamu gns gocTvxkeHus obuiero 6nara. -- Mpuspak BCKPMKHY eLle pa3 U 3a10Mun CBov BecnioTHbIe pyKu.

-- Bbl ckoBaHbI? -- cnpocun D,pO)KaBLIJI/IVI CprJJ,)K; -- HO CKaXxuTe -- 3a 4T0?

-- 5 Howy Uenb, KOTOPYIO CaM e CKoBas cebe B KM3HW, 3BEHO 3@ 3BEHOM, apLUMH 33 apLUMHOM; CaM HaLen ee Ha
cebs nobpoBonbHO, 4TOOLI ,O0OPOBONLHO Xe HOCUTL ee Bcerga. MoxeT bbiTb, Tebe HpaBMTCS 3TOT 06pa3ymK?

Ckpyox apoxxan 6onee n bonee.

-- Winn Tebe xo4eTcs, npoaosnKan Npu3pak, y3HaTb TAXECTb U OJINHY TBOen cobcTBeHHOM Lenn? Cemb NeT TOMY,
130 OHS B OeHb, OHa Bbla Tak XXe ANNHHA U TsXXena, Kak Mos; MoTOM Thl eLle noTpyaounnca Han Heto, h Tenepb --
CNlaBHaA Uenb BbllWAA...

CKkpyZ>x nocMoTpen Kpyrom cebs Ha nosi, HET JIn Ha HEM CaMOM XKENEe3HOWN Lenn, CakeHb -- 34aK B naATbaecaT? Ho
Lenu He bbino.

-- [1)K3K06, -- CKa3asl OH YMONSIOLLMM rOSI0COM, -- CTapblA Mo Apyr [)x3kob Mapneii, NOroBopuTE eLle CO MHO0,
CKaXXNTe MHE HECKOJ/IbKO CNOB yTeleHns, Ox3Ko6!

-- He MHe yTewaTb, -- OTBETUN NpU3pak, -- yreweHne npuHoOCUTCA CBbille, NHbIMKU NoC/slaMn, N K UHbIM Nt0AAM, HEM
Tbl, IBeHe33p Ckpyax! A Tebe n ckazaTb He MOry BCero, 4To Bkl MHe X0Tenoch CKka3aTb: 5 obpeveH bnyxaaTb 6e3
OTAbIXa U HUTie He OCTaHaBAMBATLCS. Thbl 3HAELWb, YTO Ha 3eMJie MOS AyLUa He NpecTynana npeaesioB Hallen
KOHTOPbI, U BOT -- MOYEMY MHE CY>X[EHO TEMNepb CAeNaTb eLle MHOMO TSXKENbIX NyTewwecTBuMiA!

y Cpr}J,)Ka 6blna NnpuBbI4Ka, KOraa OH 3aAyMbIBaJiCA, 3aCOBbIBaTb PYKWN B KapMaH MaHTaJIOH: TaK NOCTYMNnJ1 OH K
Tenepb, Npun nocnenHMX cnoBax Npu3paka, HO C KoJieH He BCTaJl.

-- Bbl, 8O/KHO BbITb, nopAanKom 3aMn034anun? -- 3aMeTu OH, Kak UCTbIN 4EeN0BOM YeSI0BEK, O4HAKO Xe C
MOKOPHOCTbLIO U C MOYTUTENBHOCTbIO.

-- 3ano3gan! -- NOBTOPW NpuU3pak.

-- CeMb neT ymep, -- paccyxxgan CKpyax, u BC€ BpeMs B Jopore...

-- Bcé Bpemsa! -- ckasan npu3pak... -- U HX OTAbIXa, HU NOKOS, U BecnpepbiBHAA NbiTKa yrpbi3eHUs COBECTMU. ..
-- bbICTPO BbI NyTewecTByeTe? -- cNpocun CKpyoxX.

-- Ha Kpbinbsix BeTpa, -- OTBETMA Npu3paKk.



-- JoMKHO 6bITb, MHOFO CTpaH Buaenu! -- npogomkan Ckpyax. Mpu 3Tux cnoBax, Npu3pak BCKPUKHY B TPETUN
pa3 1 Tak 3arpemen Lenblo, 4To A030p MMes Bbl MosHOe NPaBo -- NPeACTaBNTb €ro B CyA 3@ HOYHOM LWyM.

-- O! rope MHe, CKOBaHHOMY Y3HUWKY! -- MPOCTOHaN OH. -- [ope MHe 3a TOo, 4TO 5 3abbln 0693aHHOCTL KaXXa0ro
yesioBeka -- CyXUTb 06LLeCTBY, BEIMKOMY filefy YesioBevyecTBa, NpegHaYepTaHHOMY BEPXOBHbLIM CYLLECTBOM,
3abbin, 4TO NO3AHUM COXANEHUEM U paCKasgHWEM He UCKYMWA YyTPaYeHHOro ciyyas K nonb3e u bnary 6avxHero!
BOT MOI rpex, BOT MOM rpex!

-- OHAKO e Bbl BCerpga bblay 4eN0BEKOM NCMOSIHUTENbHBIM, YMENN OT/INYHO BECTU fena... -- npobopmoTan
CKpyZ)K, HA4YMHas NPUMEHSATL CNOBa NpK3paka K camomy cebe.

-- lena! -- KPMKHYN NpU3pak, CHoBa 3asaMbiBas cebe pyku, -- MOUM Aenom bblo BCE YeNOBEYECTBO; MOUM AE/I0M
6b1n0 obLLee bnaro, Yyenoekontobue, Mmunocepane, bnarogyline N CHACXOAUTENbHOCTb: BOT Kakue bblan y MeHs
nena! A Toprosble 060poThI -- 0Ha Kanas B 6e3bpexHOM okeaHe Moux bblsbix gen!

OH nofHAA Lenb BO BCIO ASIMHY PYKW, CIOBHO YKa3biBas Ha NPUYNHY CBOMX BECMNOAHbIX COXKANEHWUIA, N CHOBA
6pocnn ee Ha noJ.

-- bonee Bcero 4 cTpagato, -- NPOLO/KaN NPU3PaK, MMEHHO B 3TU NOCAegHME AHW roda. 3a4em Npoxoann 1 Torga
MUMO TOJIMbl CO B30PaMM, CKIOHEHHbLIMU [0y Ha bnara 3eMHble, M HE BO3HOCK UX rope?, K bnarogaTHonm,
nyTeBOAHON 3Be3e BONXBOB! BbiTb MOXET, €e CBET Npueen 6bl U MEHS TakXXe K Kakon-Hubyab begHon obutenn...

CKpyAXX 04eHb ncnyrancs nogobHoro obopoTa peyn 1 3a1poxan BCEM TEOM.
-- Cnywai! -- KpUKHYN eMy Npu3pak, -- Ha3HaYeHHbIN MHE CPOK CKOPO AOJIXKEH KOHYMTBCS...
-- Cnywato, -- ckazan CKpy[K, -- TO/IbKO MPOLLY BaC NowaanTb MeHs, [)xeko6: HeNb3s I MOMEHbLUE PUTOPUKN...

-- He mory 06bsicHNTE Tebe -- novemy s Tebe aBuCa B TenepewHeMm moem obpase?.. MHe CTO/IbKO U CTOJ/IbKO pas3
NPUXOANSI0Ch CUAETH PALOM C TOBOIO HE3PUMO.

3T0 Npu3HaHUe Bbla0 He CANLLKOM U3 NPUATHBIX: CKPYAXX COAPOrHYNCS U BbITEP Ha N1BY XONOAHbIA HOT.

-- [la -- ele 3TO HakKasaHue -- He caMoe TsXenoe... 1 nocnaH n3sectTuTb Tebs, 4yTo Tebe NnpeacTonT yaobHLIN
CNnyYan n Hagexnaa nm3berHyTb Moel yqyacTun. Cnywan xe, OBeHe3sap!...

-- Bbl Bcerfia 66111 Ko MHe 61arockoHHbl 1 apy>xentobHbl, -- ckazan CKpyax. -- bnarogapto Bac.

-- Tebs noceTaT Tpu Ayxa, -- npubasun npuspak. Jinuo CKpya)Ka MrHOBEHHO MOAEPHYJIOCh TaKo Xe
61eJHOCTbI0, KaK Yy CaMoro npuspaka.

-- Mpo 3TOT-TO YA06HBIA CNyYait U NPO 3TY HaAEXAY rOBOPUAN MHe Bbl, [1)K3K067? -- CNpocu OH ocnabesLLmnm
roJIoCOM.

- Ha.

- 9... f... nonarato, 4To Nyyuie 6bbl 6€3 HUX Kak-HUbyab?

-- be3 ux noceweHns, pns Teba HeT Hagexxabl n3berHyTb MO ydyacTu. Oxxungan "nepeoro” 3aBTpa, POBHO B Yac.
-- He mMory nn 9 NpuHATL BCEX UX Tpex pasoM, [)kakob? -- 3ameTun BKpaLinso CKpyaX.

-- Oxmnaanm "BTOPOro" B TOM Xe 4acy Ha CeyloLyio HoYb, @ "TpeTbero" -- Ha TPeTbIo, Kak TOJIbKO nNpobbeT
nocnegHWin yaap ABeHanuaTh YacoB. MeHa He Hafencs yBmaaTh ele pas; HoO pafan CO6CTBEHHOW BbIroAbl,
nona?msATym o TOM, 4To BbII0 MEXAy HaMu.

Mocne 3TuX COB, OH B35/ CO CTOJIA 1 NOBSA3a MO-MPeXHeMy, CBo HabopoaHWK. CKpyaXX NOAHSA rasa v yBuaan,
YTO €ro TaMHCTBEHHbIA NOCETUTENb CTOUT Nepea HUM, BECb 0OMOTaHHBIA LIEMbIO.

MpuBMAEHWE NONATUNOCH K ONMYCKHOMY OKHY, U, C KaXXbIM €ro Larom, OKHO NoAHUMas0oCh Bhille 1 Bbille, U
HaKoOHeL NoAHANO0Ch COBCEM.

Torga npuspak noMaHun Cpr,D,)Ka K cebe, n TOT noBMHOBaNCA. Ha pacCcToAaHMM nocnegHnX AByX Waros, TeHb
M3apriesa nofHANA PYKY, He Jonyckas noaxoauTb b6anxe. -- Cpr,EI,)K OCTaHOBWNCA, HO Y)X€ HE N3 NOBNHOBEHWA, a N3
N3yMneHna n CTpaxa. B BO3yxXe NnpoHeccAd KaKomn-To I'J'lyXOI7I LYM 1 pa3fajinCb HECBA3HbIE 3BYKW: BOMJIN OTHAAHNA,
TOCKANBbLIE Xanobbl, CTOHBI, BblpBaHHbIE N3 TPyAnN paCKadAHUEM U Yrpbl3eHNEM COBECTW.



Mpu3pak NpUCIyLIMBaNCA K HAM MIHOBEHMWE, @ NOTOM MPUCOELNHII CBOW FO10C K 0bLueMy xopy 1 ncyes B
6n1enHOM CyMpake Ho4MU.

C nuxopafoyHbIM ntobonbiTcTBOM nogoLuen CKpyLK K OKHY U 3arfisiHy B HEro.

Bo3ayx 6b11 HanosHeH 61y>XXAaBLIXMU U CTOHABLUMMU Npr3pakamu. Kaxablii, nogobHo TeHn Mapnes, Bnayunn 3a
coboto Lienb; HEKOTOpPbIE (MOXKET BblTh CEKPETapPV MUHUCTPOB C OAVHAKOBLIMU MNOJUTUYECKUMU YOEXAEHNAMM),
ObINM CKOBaHbI NMoOMapHo; CBOBOAHBIX He BbIS0 HU 0AHOI0. HEKOTOPbLIX, MPU XU3HU, CKPYAXX 3HaN NNYHO. Haka3zaHue
BCEX UX COCTOSAI0 O4EBUAHO B TOM, YTO OHV YCUSIMBAINCh, XOTS YK€ U NO34HO, BMELLATLCA B JIOACKNE fena 1
caenaTb KOMy-116o 1o6po; HO OHW YTPATUAN 3TY BO3MOXXHOCTb HaBCeraa.

CaMu M CANANCE 3TK haHTaCcTUYECKME CYLLEeCTBa C TYMaHOM, TYMaH Jin HaKpbll UX CBOEID TeHbio? CKpyaxX
HWYEero He 3Han; TOJIbKO OHM NCYE3/N, FOSI0Ca UX CMOKJIN Pa30oM, 1 HOYb ONSATb CTasla Takol, Kakow bblna npu
BO3BpaLleHnn CKpya)ka OMOW.

OH 3aKpblJ1 OKHO N TWATENbHO OCMOTpPEJ1 BXOAHYIO ABEPL: OHa 6blna 3anepTa B ABa 060p0Ta 1 3aMKW Bbln Lenbl.
I3HEMO>XXEHHbIN, yCTaJ'IbII7I Cpr,D,)K 6pOCI/IJ'IC$|, He pa3aeBascb B NMOCTEJb, N TOTHAC XXe 3aCHYJ...

BTopas cTpochallepsbiin U3 Tpex

Korga CkpymX NpocHyscs, 6bi10 Tak TEMHO, YTO OH efie-efie pa3rnsaen -- rae npo3pavyHoe OKHo, rae
Henpo3payHble CTEeHbl KOMHATbI?... TLIETHO YCUNBAJICS OH HaMpsaraTh CBOW XOPbKOBLIE F1a3a -- A0 TeX MNop, noka
Yacbl coceiHel LePKBU He Npobunn YeToipex YeTeepTei: CKpy XK NPUCIYLINBAICS U BCE-TaKM Yaca He y3Hall.

K BeJINKOMY €ro U3yMmJieHuio, TSXKENbIN KOJOKO r|p06|/|n CHa4Yalla -- WecCTb, a NOTOM CEMb, -- a NOTOM -- BOCEMb, U
TaK -- 0O ABeHaauaTn, 3aTeM OCTaHOBUJICA.

MonHo4b! OH yxXe cnan ABa Yaca, CTano 6biTh?... Yackl, 4TO M HeBepHO Bbl0T? He nonana nm B BONOCOK bAMHKA?
MonHoYb!

Cpr}J,)K npu>Xan MallnHKY CBOUX 4aCoB C peneTununeto, 4yT0b6bI NPOBEPUTb KOJIOKOJIbHbIE YaCbl, MO €r0 MHEHUIO,
3BOHMBLUWNE B340p. CKopeHmee HYaCuUWKWN yaapuan aBeHaauaTb pa3 U CMOJIKJIN.

-- Kak Tak! He MoxeT bbITb, -- cka3an CKpyax, -- 4Tobbl 5 Cnan Lesnblidi AeHb 1 Npocnan ele Hovb. He MoxeT
6bITb, 4TOObLI COMHLIE MOBEPHYJIOCH C MOJYHOUM Ha? nondeHb! ITa naesa paclleBesinia ero Ao Toro, 4To OH COCKOYU
C NOCTeNN 1 nogowen K okHy. MpuLIoCck eMy BbITEPETL PYKaBOM XaJlaTa CTEKJIO, YTObbI pa3rnageTb YTO-HMOYab.
YBnAan oH TObKO, 4TO O4€Hb X0JI0AHO, YTO TYMaH He CHUMaJCA, YTO pa3Hble rocnofa NPoXoaunav B3ag v Bnepeg,
NPOXOANAN 1 WyMenn, Kak u nogobaeT, Koraa HoYb 1 MOPO3 MPOrOHAT AEHb, W 3aBnagetoT Mupom. CKpyaxy bbiio
370 H6osbwoe obneryeHue, nbo, 6e3 atoro, 4To? HbIM Bbl BCE 3aE€MHbIE TPEXAHEBHbIE 0643aTeIbCTBA, NOANUCAHHbIE
Ha nMa MucTepa IBeHe3spa Ckpyaxa? bblim bl OHW TOSILKO 3a/10raMmn Ha MyA30HCKME TYMaHbl.

CKpYAX He NoHsA 6bl TPeX YaCOBbIX YETBEPTEN, He MOHAN bl 1 YeTBEPTOIA, eCav Bbl, 333BOHMBLUN, OHA He
HamoMHUa eMy 06 0XKMAAEMOM VM [1yXOBHOM MOCELLEHUN.

JIEr oH ONSTb Ha MOCTEJIb U PELLUW HE CMaTb 10 TeX Nop, MOKa Ha KOJI0KOJIbHE He MPO3BOHUT NoC/enHss
YeTBEpPTb: 3aCHYTb -- 3HA4UI0 Bbl NOrNOTUTL MecsL,. PewnmocTb CKpyaXa, Bbina, Mo KpanHeMy Haluemy
ybexaeHuto, camas pasyMHas. OTa YeTBEpPTb Yaca Nokasasiacb My Takol LOJrOL0, YTO OH 3acbinan HECKO/IbKO pas,
CaM TOro He 3amMeyas U He C/blWa, Kak 6unm Yacbl. HakoHew, OH ycnbixan:

"OuHe! OoH!"

-- "YeT1BepTb!" cyen. CKpyox.
"OuHb! OoH!"

-- "Monyaca" ckasan CKpyox.
"OuHb! OoH!"

-- "Tpu YeTBepTU!" ckasan CKpyox.

"OuHb! OoH."



-- Yac! -- KpUKHY 1 BOCTOPXeCTBOBaBLUMI CKPYLXK, -- U HUKOrO! -- ITO roBOpW/ OH, MoKa buan 4ackl, HO He 3aTux
elle NocaefHUIA yaap rnyxon, TOCKAMBbIA, MOXOPOHHbIW, -- KOMHaTa 06aunack ApKNM CBETOM U KTO-TO OTAEPHY
NocTesbHble 3aHaBECKM.

Ho He Te, 4To BblnK 3a CNUHON, He Te, 4TO BbINK B HOrax, a Te, 4TO ObIAN -- INLIOM K JINLy. 3aHaBeckn 6bian
OTAEPHYTHI, CKpYIXX MPUNOOHANCS -- U INLOM K NLY NPeACTan nepes HAM TanHCTBEHHbIA NOCETUTEND,
OTOEPHYBLLWA 3aHaBECKMW.

®urypa bbiia cTpaHHas... Noxoxa Ha pebeHka, 1 Ha CTapuKa, YTO-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHO CPefiHee, YTO-TO TaKoe,
nosy4mBLLEE CNOCOBHOCTb CKPbIBaTb CBOW POCT U NPUKWNAbIBAaTLCA pebeHkoM. Bonockl y Hero o6BMBaiinCcL 0K0JI0
Len 1 naganu Ha CNuHy, ceable, 6yaTO, 1 B CAMOM fiefie, 0T CTApOCTy, a Ha nLe He BbIN0 HN MOPLLMHKK; KOXa
bbina cBeXxa, Kak y pebéHka, a ASIMHHbIE PYKN KPAaCOBaNCh CBOMMU MYCKYNCTLIMU KUCTSMM, -- MPU3HAK
He0obblKHOBEHHOW CuJbl. [0Mble HOrW U UKPbI BbINN Y HEro Tak pa3BUTbI, Kak byaTo 6bl 1erko n 6ecyyBCTBEHHO HEC
OH Ha HMX BC& bpems Xun3Hu. Ha Hem Bbina benas-6enas TyHUKa, NepeTaHyTas SpKuM, 61ecTAWUM NosSCoM.

B PyKaXx OH Oep>Xal1 3e1eHY0 BETBb OCTPOJINCTHNKaA, TOJIbKO YTO Cpe€3aHHOIo U, BEPOATHO paan npoTmuBope4na
370N 3Mbreme 3UMBbl, 6bin ycedaH BCEBO3MOXHbIMWU JIETHUMIW LBETaMU. Ho 4T0 ewe 6b110 CTpaHHee B ero ogexne,
3TO TO, 4YTO NOBEPX €r0 roI0Bbl CBEPKAIO CUSHME, 03apsBLUEE, BEPOSATHO, B MUHYThI PaAoCTW U rops BCE MFHOBEHWSA
XKMN3HN. CBET 3TOT BLIXOAWJI, KaK A YK€ CKa3all, U3 ero roJioBbl, HO OH MOI €ro 3aTyWnTb, Korga xoten, 6osbLon
BOPOHKOW, NN -- YEM-TO BPOLE Hee, MOJI0XKMNM, -- BOPOHKOW, MPUXaTON MOAMbILLIKON.

TeM He MeHee 3TOT UHCTPYMEHT, Kakoi Obl OH HY BblJ1, He MPUBAEK Ha Cebst UCKYUTENIbHOr0 BHUMAHNS
CKpyI>Xa. 3aHan ero cobCcTBEHHO roBops, MOAC; TO TaM 61eCHeT, TO 3[eChb, TO NOTYXHET, U BCS (DU3MOHOMUS ero
obnagaTens, Tak UK He Tak, MPUMET COOTBETCTBEHHO Bblpa)keHue. To -- CyLeCcTBO 0JHOPYKOE, TO -- 0AHOHOr0e, TO
-- Ha ABaALATV Horax 6e3 rosioBkl, TO -- ro/10Ba 6e3 Tena: YieHbl McYe3anun, He 103B0NSAs BUAEThb NepeMeHbl B CBOMX
NpUYyAIMBLIX 04epKax. A MOTOM OH CHOBa CTAHOBWUJICS camum coboto, 6onblie YeM Koraa-Hubyab.

-- MunoctuBeIn rocyfaps! -- cnpocun CKpyaxX: -- Bbl K, NPeLCKa3aHHbIA MHe ayX?

- 9.

lonoc 6bi Tak CNafok, Tak MPUSATEH, U Tak TUX, Kak ByaTo wenTan He Hayxo CKpyaXXy, a rae-To Aaneko.
-- [a KTo Xe Bbl? -- cnpocui CKpyoxX.

-- Mpoww bl NpasaHKK.

-- Mpownbin? a gaBHo nn? -- npogomkan CKpyax, BrnsaabiBasCb B pOCT KapJvKa.

-- MocnegHun.

Ecnu 6bl, KTO-HNBYAb cnpocun CKpyaxa -- nodemMy? OH 6bl He 0TBETWA, @ BCE-TaKW Cropasi XefaHuem --
Hax10by4nTb Ha CBOEro NOCeTUTENA N3BECTHYIO Y)Ke YuTaTeNaM BOPOHKY, 1 nonpocun 06 3Tom ayxa.

-- BoT ewe! -- KpUKHYN Npu3pak. -- He yrogHo v BaM 3aTyLWNTb MUPCKUMK pPyKamn HebecHoe nnama? BoT ewe!...
[a He Bbl I OAMH U3 TEX, YTO HAJENN Ha MEeHA 3Ty LWAMKy U3 0AHOr0 YepCTBOro Camontobuns n 3aCcTaBuIn HeCTH ee
BEKMW U BEKU?...

CKpyp)X OTPEKCA MOYTUTENLHO OT BCAKOIO HaMepeHns 0CKopbuTb, namn "npuHakpbiTh" Kakoro 6bl To HY 66110
ayxa. [ToTOM OH 0OCMennIICSA ero CNPOCUTb: YTO eMy Yro4HO?

-- Bawero cyactusa, -- 0OTBETUN NpU3PaK.

Ckpymk nobnarofapusi, HO HAKAK He MOT yiepXXaTbCs OT MbIC/IW, YTO MOKOMHAs HOYb ropa3fo bbl ckopee
LOCTUMNA NPELNO?KEeHHON Lenn. BeposiTHO, yx NoMMan ero MbiC/lb HaneTy, NoTOMY YTO HEMELJIEHHO CKa3aJl:

-- Bawero cyacTus, T. €. Ballero crnaceHus... Tak beperntech xe...
Mpu 3TUX COBax, OH NPOTSAHYJ CBOK KPEMNKYIO PYKY, N TUXOHBLKO B3 nog pyky CKpyaxa.
-- BcTaHbTe M nauTe 3a MHOM! -- CKa3an OH.

HanpacHo CKpyg)x npornosefosari 6bl, 4TO BpemMsa roga 1 4ac He COOTBETCTBOBa/n newexonHom nporynke, 4T1o Ha



nocTtenn eMy ropasno tenJjiee, 4HemMm Ha ABOPE, HTO TEPMOMETP €ro CTOUT ropasno HMXXe Hyd, 4TO OH CJZINLLIKOM
JIerko ofeT, T. e. B Ty(hnax, B XxanaTe v B HOYHOM KONMaKe, fla K TOMY XXe Y Hero n HacMopk, -- HanpacHa 6bina 6bl
BCA 3Ta nponoseab: He 6b110 HNKAKON BO3MOXKHOCTM 0CBOBOANTLCA OT MOXKATUSA 3TON XMEHCTBEHHO MSATKOM PYKW©,
CprJJ,)K BCTaJl, HO, 3aMeT4, 4TO AYyX HanpaBnAeTCq K OKOLWKY, YXBaTWUJICA 3a MNOJibl €ro ogexXabl, ymMoiaa.

-- Bbl nonyMa|7|Te: A Belb CMepTHbII7I, -- yNacCTb MOry.

-- Mo3BONbTE TONILKO MPUKOCHYTLCS CloAa, -- CKasan Ayx, NoJIoXKMB eMY PYKY Ha cepAue: -- BaM MPUAETCS BbIHECTH
MHOrO eLle MbITOK. -- He ycnen oH OroBOPUTb, Kak OHW MNPONETENN CKBO3b CTEHBI M O4YTUANCH Ha noJe. Fopoaa
KakK He HbiBano. Pa3oM nc4es3nm 1 NoTbMbl, U TYMaH, NOTOMY Y4TO AeHb Oblf1 3UMHWUIA 1 CHer 3abenen.

-- Tocnoan! -- ckasan CKpyax, BCMJIECHYB pyKamMu, U BCMaTpuBasChk. -- [la BeAb 34eCb 1 BblpocC!

[yx nocmMoTpen Ha Hero 61arockIOHHO. TUX0e, MrHOBEHHOE ero NPUKOCHOBEHNE l'lpO6yﬂ,I/IJ'IO B CTapuke 6blﬂy}0
HYBCTBUTE/IbHOCTb: NaxHY/10 Ha HEr0 YEM-TO NPOLLUbIM, HEM-TO TaKMM apOMaTHbIM, 4TO TaK N NOBEAJIO
BOCMOMUHaAHUAMWM O NPEXHUX HaaeXdaX, NPEXHNX pafoCTAX N NPeXHnX 3ab0Tax, faBHbIM-AaBHO 3abbIThIX!

-- Y Bac rybul gpoxart! -- ckaszan npuspak. -- 1 470 3T0 y BacC Ha Lieke?

-- Hnyero, -- npowenTan CKpyaX CTPaHHO B3BOJIHOBAHHbLIM FOJIOCOM: -- HE CTPaX MHE BbIPBas LLEKY, 3TO, He
MpU3HaK ero, a MPocTo -- AMOYKa. BeanTe MeHs -- Kyaa Hago.

-- A fopory Bbl 3HaeTe? -- CIPOCUN Ayx.
-- A-To! -- KpUKHYN CKpyaX. -- la 9 Hangy ee € 3aBA3aHHbLIMU FNa3amu.
-- CTpaHHO, B TaKOM CJlyyae, 4TO Bbl He 3abbian B Te4eHMe CTONIbKKX NieT! -- 3ameTun gyx. -- MNongemTe.

Mownwn no popore; CKpyAX y3HaBan Kable BOPOTA, KaXAYl0 BEPEKD, KaXXA0e [epeBo, [0 Tex Nop, Noka nepen
HUMW He NOKa3aiCs B OTAANEHUN FOPOLOK, C MOCTOM, COBOPOM 1 U3BUSIMCTON PeYKO. HECKONBbKO AJNMHHOT PUBBIX
MOHW, 3aMPSXKEHHbIX B TENEXKWU, NPOTPYCUIN MUMO. Ha MOHU CMaeny ManbyuLLKK 1 BECENO NepeKINKanmnch.

-- 3T0 Beflb TO/IbKO TEHW NPOLLJIOro, -- CKa3aJs Npu3pak, -- OHU He BUAAT Hac.
Becenble nyTelecTBEHHVKIN NPOe3XXanu MMO, 1 CKPYAXX Y3HaBal KaXKAoro U3 HUX, 1 Ha3biBas Mo UMEHW.
/1 noyemy oH 6bI1 Tak LOBOJIEH UX BUAETb? M noYemy ero B3rasj, MOCTOSAHHO 6@3)KM3HEHHbIW, BAPYT 0XUBUICA?

1 noyemy ero cepaue 3a4poxxasno npy BUAeE 3TUX Npoe3xmx? N noyemy 6bi1 OH Tak CHaCTAIMB, KOrha ycbixan
o600 Hble No34paBaeHNs C HacTyMaoWUM Npa3aHNKOM, Ha MyTW KO BCAKOMY nepekpécTky? U pa3se mMor BbiTb ans
CKpyAXxa BeCenblii POXXAECTBEHCKMI Npa3AHMK? [1s Hero Becesblil poXKAeCTBEHCKMIA Npa3aHUK Obin -- NapafokC.
Hu4ero oH emMy HUKOra He NpuHec.

-- LLIkona eLe He cOBCEM onycTena: TaM OCTaCs elle 0aMHOKMI pebeHoK, 3abbIThin BCeMU ToBapuwamu! --
CKasan oyx.

-- Y3Hato, -- noaTeepann CKpyax, u B3L0XHYN rny6oko. CBEpHYIM OHM ¢ 60bLLIOM AOPOr Ha MPOCENOK, KOPOTKO
3HaKOMbIV CKPYAXY, 1 NPUOIM3NANCE K CTPOEHMIO, N3 TEMHOMO KMPMNUYa, C (JIIorepkoM HaBepxXy.

Hapn kpbllleln BUCEN KOIOKO; AOM Obl1 CTApUHHbLINA, HAaABOPHbLIE CTPOEHMS MYCTOBANN: CTEHbI X NPOCLIPEN 1
060OMLINANCB, CTEKNA B OKHax Bbin nepebunTbl, ABEPU COCKOYMAN C NeTeN. B KOHIOWHAX YBAHANBO KydaxTanu
Kypbl; capaun n ambapbl nopocan TpaBoto. Ml BHYTpy He COXpaHWIo 3TO 34aHne CBOero 6b10ro Buaa, MOTOMY YTO KTO
Obl HX BCTYMWA B TEMHbIE CEHU, KTO Bbl HW B3rNsSHY1 B PAaCKPbITbIE ABEPU HA OJIMHHBIA P OTBOPEHHBIX KOMHAT,
yBuaan bbl, Kak oOHU obegHenn, 0bBeTLIANN, KaK OHW XON0AHbI U KaK OAMHOYECTBYIOT. [1axn0 X004HON, Harow
TIOPbMOWR, MK paboynm 4OMOM, rae Kaxkabl AeHb BbIBUBANNCb N3 CUA, U BCE-TaKy rofoganu. Mpowam gyx un
CKpyO)K B 3a[HIOI0 CEHHYIO ABEPb, M YBUAAN OJANHHYIO, NeYasbHY0 3aly C COCHOBbIMU LUKOJIbHBIMU CKaMbSMU 1
nyJibNNTPaMu, BbIPOBHEHHbLIMY B PAA. Y 0AHON M3 NyAbAUTP, NPUrpeTbin cnabbiM NeYHbIM OrOHbKOM, CUAEN
O0AMNHOKMIN pebeHOK 1 4TO-To YnTan. CKpyaXK Cen Ha CKaMenky 1 3ansakan, y3HaB camoro cebs, nocTosHHO
3abbITOF0 U MOKUHYTOrO.

He 6b1s10 HM 0JHOMO OT3BYKA, 3arJIOXLLIEr0 B JOME, HU OLHOI0 NMUCKA MbILLEN, APaBLIMXCS 3a 060sMU, HU OAHON
M0Jly3aMOPOXXEeHHOI Kanawv, NajaBLUei Ha 3alBOPKE U3 BOAOMETA, HI OQHOMO LuesiecTa BeTpa B 06€31MCTBEHHbIX
BETBSX TOLLEN TOMOM, HU OLHOIO CKpWMa ABEepPein onyCcTeoro MarasnHa, HU Masieiillero Tpecka oroHbka B
KaMeJibKe, -- HUYero, Hu4ero, 4to 6bl HYU MPo3ByyYasno B cepaLe CKpyAXKa, 4TO HU BblAaBWIIO Bbl y HEro 13 rnas



0bMnLHOro pyybs cnes.
[yX TPOHYJ ero 3a pyky, 1 yka3an emy Ha pebeHka, Ha 3Toro "camoro cebs" Ckpymoxa, yrnybaeHHoro B 4TeHme.

-- begHbIh pebeHok! -- ckazan CKpyaX, 1 onATb 3arnaakal. -- XoTenocb 66l MHe, -- npoLlenTan OH, 3aCyHYB PyKy B
KapMaH, ornaabiBasiCb, U OTUPas PyKaBOM rnasa, -- XoTesiocb bbl MHe, fa No34HO...

-- 4YT0 Takoe no3gHo? -- CNpoCua gyx.

-- Hnyero, -- otBeTMN CKPyAX, -- HUYero. BCNOMHWA f 0 MajbyuKe... Byepa y MeHs XpucTa cnasui... XoTenoch bbl
MHe eMy JaTb 4TO-HUbyAb: BOT U BCE...

Pa3aymunBo ynblbHyACA Npr3pak, MaxHya CKpyaXXy pyKoii, 4Tobbl 3aMo14as, U NPOroBOpW:
-- IOCMOTPUM Ha HOBBI NPa3AHUK.

CKpypx yBnaan camoro cebs y>xe noLpoCcTKOM B TOW Xe 3aJie, ToNbKo nobosbLue TeMHOM 1 nobonbLue
3akonTtenon. MofoKOHHMKM pacTpeckannch; nepesionanncb CTEKA; C NOTOJKA CBanuIach Ky4amu n3BecTka u
oronunna matuuy [banka (bpeBHo), pacnonaratoLlasnca nocepeanHe 4oMa U ABASAIOLLAACA OCHOBOW KpenaeHus
KpbILLX 1 BCEro AoMa. - lpuMedaHmne peaakTopa BukuTteku.]. Ho -- Kak 3T0 BCE BOOUMIO COBEPLLMAOCL, CKPYaXK He
MOHAM, TOYHO TakK XKe, KaK U Bbl, YUTaTENMN.

Ho noHs OH BOT YTO:

Y10 BCE 3TO -- 6bIJI0, 4TO M3 TOrAALLHUX LUKOJIbHWUKOB OCTaICs OH B 3TOW 3ajle 0AMWH, KakK 1 npexae, a Bce
OCTaJlbHble, KaK 1 npexnae, yf)pa}'IVICb BOCBOACK, NOBeCE/INTbCA Ha CBATKaX.

YuTaTb OH y)Ke He 4yuTaJsl, HO LWaras no 3HaKOMOW 3ane, B3ag 1 Brepen, B NOJIHOM OTHaAHUN.

Cpr}J,)K NOCMOTPES Ha IOHOIro AyxXa, TOCK/IMBO MNMOoKa4as rOJIOBOW, N TOCKANBO rNSIHY Ha CeHHYIo ABepb. [Bepb
pacnaxHynaCb HaCTEXb N B HEE BJIETENA CTpeJ'IKOVI MaJieHbKaa aeso4vka. Obsunnach PyKaMn Kpyrom Lien CprJJ,)Ka n
CTana uenoBaTb, Jieneda:.

-- Fony64umk -- ronyb4mk mom bpaTel, 3a Tobon npuexana? -- roBOPWIIA OHa, XJIONAA B AAOLWMN MaIEHbKUMMN
CBOMMM py4OHKaMM, N NOKaTbIBaACb CO cMexy. -- flomon! gomon! gomon!

-- flomon! most MantoTKa ®aHHU? -- CNPOCUA MalbYUK.

-- Jlomoit! -- noBTOpWAa OHa, MPOCUSIB BCEM INLIOM, -- N HaBcerfa, HaBceraa!l... ManeHbka Tenepb Takoi fo6pbin,
4TO B AOMe pait. Kak-To BEe4epoM, Ha HOYb, CTasl OH FOBOPUTb CO MHOM Tak HEXHO, Y4TO 5 yxe He nobosnacb
CNPOCUTb Y HEro: HeNb3s N B3aTb Tebs Ha Npa3aHunK gomoin? OTBeYan: "MoXHO". Y MOBO3KY CO MHO npucnan.
Hey>xenu Tbl y>k 601bLLON? -- NPOAO/IKANA OHa, NornsaeB Ha CKpyAXa Bo BCe rnasa... -- CTano 6biTb, Thl Cloga
HMKOr 1a YK He BepHeLbCs?... Ha cBATKax Mbl ¢ To6OW NoBecenmmcs.

-- [la, Befb, Ka)XeTCs, N Thbl YK€ KeHLLNHa, MaoToOYKa-PaHHKN? -- KPUKHYN IOHOLa.

OnaTb ®aHHM 3axsionana B lafdoLwu, 1 oNAaTb NoKaTUAack Co? cMexy. MoTom xoTena nornaaute CKpygrxa no
roJIOBE, HO MO MaJIoCTM CBOEro pocTa, He foCTana, -- ele pa3 pacxoxoTanacb 1 NPUNOLHANACH Ha LibIMOYKM -
nowuenosaTb. Toraa, BO MMs 3T0r0 peba4eckn-0TKPOBEHHOI0 NoLenys, noTaliuia ero K 4Bepu, 1 NoLes oH 3a Hew
6e3 Manenwero CoXaJieHns o LWKoJe.

B ceHAx oHM ycnbixanu CTpaLUHbIA Fo0C:
-- BbIKUHYTb YemogaH muctepa Ckpyaxal... ckopenl!...

Bcnep 3a 3TM rofiocom nosiBUACA 1 cam ero obnafatesb, HACTaBHUK LLIKONbHUKA, -- MOTPAC eMY PYKY Tak, 4TO
npvBen ero B HEONWCaHHbIV TpeneT, pasu pasnyku. 3atemM u bpaTua U CeCTpULY NPUrAacua OH B OTXKMBLLYIO CBOM
BEK 3aJly, 10 TOr0 HMU3KYI0, 4TO MOXKHO BbISI0 MPUHATL ee 3a Norped, n 40 TOro X0N0AHYI0, YTO B NPOCTEHKaX ee
OKOH Mep3nu 1 3eMHble 1 HebecHble rnobychl. Mpuraacun 1 NONOTYEBaN MOMOAYIO YETY TaKUM NEroHbKMUM BUHLIOM,
N TaKUM TSXKENbIM NMUPOXKKOM, CJIOBOM, TaKMMM NAKOMCTBaMU, 4YTO KOr ia BbiC/1a/l HEB3PayHOro CBOEro CAyXUTens --
YrOCTUTb YeM-HMByAb [0XUAABLLEr0CsA NOYTaIbOHA, -- MOYTaNbOH 0TBEYA, YTO €C/IN HAMEAHULIHNM BUHLIOM, YX
nydwe 6bl He nogHocua. TeM BpeMeHeM YemMofaH Muctepa CKpyaxa 6bin yKpenneH Ha Bepx MOBO3KU; pafoCTHO
NPOCTUANCh AETU C BOCNMTaTeNeM, U BECENO NPOHECINCh MO CafloBON NPOCeKe, BCMEHMBasa KojecaMmm skumnaxa v
CHer, 1 nHen, obCbiNaBLN XMypble NTNCTbS LEPEBLEB.



-- BblNa B HeM NCKpPa BOXXbEro oroHbKa, -- CKasas Npuspak, -- 1 3aayTh ee MOXHO ObII0 OAHUM AYHOBEHMEM, Aa
cepALe-To y Hee BMNoCk ropsvo...

-- MpaBaa Bawa, -- oteeYan CKpyax, -- 1 060poHu bor -- MHe ¢ BamMy 06 3TOM CMOPUTb.

-- Benb oHa, KaxeTcs, Hbila 3aMy>eM, -- CNPOCUA AyX, -- U yMepa, ocTaBuB no cebe aByx neten?
-- OfgHoro, -- oTBedan CKpyox.

-- Bawa npasga, -- npofoJikan ayx, -- 04HOro0 -- Ballero rnJjeMaHH1Ka.

CKpypxXy CTano Kak-To HeJI0BKO, U 0TBEeYas OH KOPOTKO:

-- [a.

HecMoTp#s Ha TO, 4TO Cpr}J,)K TOJIbKO 4TO Bbl€Xasl U3 WKOJIbl, O4YTWACA OH Ha MHOIOJII0AHbIX YJIMLL@X KaKoro-T1o
ropoga: ChoBHO Te€HW NMPOHECNNCb Nepen HUM, HE TO JII0AN, HE TO TeNEeXKN, HE TO KapeThl, OCrnapuBaBLLUne gpyry
Opyra MOCTOBbIE, 1 NepekINKaanmcb Ha MOCTOBLIX U LLUYM, 1 BCEBO3MOXXHble BO3rfiacbl HacToALero ropoaa. beiio
ACHO, MO SIPKMM BbICTaBKaM TOBAPOB B JIaBYOHKaX U MarasnHax, 4To 1 TaM NpasgHyoT KaHyH PoxxpecTea XpuUCToBa;
KaK HV TeMeH 6bin BeYvep, ynnmubl OCBETUJTACD.

AyX 0CTaHOBUCA Y ABEPU KAKOro-TO MarasnH4Yuka, u cnpocun y CKpyaxa: ysHaet nm?
-- 3T0 YTO 3@ BONPOC?... -- cka3as CKpyax. -- Beb 34eCb 1 y4nncs, 34eCb NpuKasvymkom boin.

O6a sowwnu. Mpu BUAE CTapunyka, B ya/IbCKOM MapuKe, 3aCeBLUEro 3a KOHTOPKOMN Tak BbICOKO, YTO -- ByAb, B 3TOM
I)KEHTNbMEHE eLle X0Tb [ABa ANMa POCTY, -- OH Obl HaBEPHOE CTYKHYICA TEMEHEM O NMOTOJIOK, B3BOJIHOBAHHbIN
CKpYyIXX KPUKHYN:

-- [la, BeAb 370 cam ®eunMBUr BOCKPEC, U Aa NPOCTUT CTapuka BCEBbILLHMWA!

CTapuK MOJIOXKWUI Nepo 1 B3rsiHYJ Ha Yacbl: 6bI10 ceMb. Beceno notep oH pyku, 064epHY N WMPOKMIA Kam30n,
3aCMesICs C FoIoBbl A0 NATOK, U MPOBO3rIacu:

-- OBeHe3ep! Aunkk!
Bbinon CKpyaxx BOLLEN, B CONMPOBOXAEHMM CBOEro Hbl10ro ToBapuLLa.

-- [1a -- 3T0 HaBepHoe -- ANKK YnnnbkunHc! -- sameTtun CKpyax npuspaky... -- [la cmunyeTtcsa Hago MHoto bor: 3To
OH, KOorga-To toboBHO MHe npefaHHbInA!

-- Hy xe, Hy, pebaTa! -- kpnyan ®euumsunr. -- Y1o? Tenepb 3a paboTa?... CoyenbHuk, Aukk! CovyenbHuK, IBeHe3ep!
’XuBO -- CTaBHM Ha 3anop!

Bbl HUKOr la 1 He MoBepuTe, Kak KUHYNNUCh oba mosogua Ha yauuy Co BCeX HOI: pa3-ABa-Tpwu -- 1 Aeno 66110
KOH4YeHO!... TO/IbKO 3anbIXanunch, Kak CKaKyHbl...

-- Fo-ro! -- kpuyan Pevumsur, -- foson BCE oTcofa, pebaTa! MNMpocTopy -- npocTopy! Murom, ANKK, MUrOM,
SBeHesep!

Jonoiil... ga oHM Bbl CUHS MOPOXa He 0CTaBWAK, B rnasax y camoro ®euumsura... Bcé nogbemMmHoe ncyesno Bo
MIrHOBEHMWE OKa; NoJ Obla BbIMETEH U BCMPLICHYT; IaMMbl 3aXKXXEHbI; B KaMesiek BpoLLeH Lesblil BOPOX Yris: u3
MarasuHa Bbilwsia 6anbHas 3ana, Takaa xxe Tennaas, Cyxas n 0OCBelleHHas, Kakon 1 nogobaeT e bbiTb 4Na
CBSATOYHOro Beyepa. MoaBuaca BAPYr U CKpUNay co CBOMMM HOTaMu, BCkapabkanca Ha Kadeapy, 1 CTaja NMANTb Mo
CTpyHaM -- X0Tb 3a 6oka aepxucb!... Mossunacs n negn dGeLLmMBUr -- ONULLETBOPEHHAA YnblbKa BO BECb POT;
NosBUANCL 1 Tpu BOroTBOPUMO cusiioL e MUCChl DeLlLIMBIUT, @ 3@ HUMW U LIeCTepo HeC4YacTAUBLEB, MPOH3EHHbIX
CTpenamu OeBCTBEHHbIX OYel B CaMOe CepALe, a 3a HUMU: BCA MOJIOAEXb, MPUCIY)XNBABLUAA B OME; C/TyXKaHKa Co
CBOUM [BOIOPOAHbLIM BpaTueM BYyN0YHNKOM; KyXapKa C HEM3MEHHbIM ApYyroM cBoero 6paTa; ronofHbIN, No
NMOLO3PEHUNIO, YTO €0 HE KOPMUT X035MH, COCel NMPUKa3vmK C LEeBYLIKOWN, KOTOPYIO €ro X03s1mka 4OCTOBEPHO
Tepebuna 3a ywu... Bcé -- 370 BbILLO, BCE 3ana14Cano U COBEPLUEHHO cbno € TONKy cTapyto YeTy deLLmBuros,
HeyCTaHHO nyTas Qpurypbl U Tepsas KafaHc... HakoHewl, CTapuKy NpULLNOCh XJIONHYTh B IAAO0LWMN U KPUKHYTb
cKkpunayy: "bacTa!" ApTUCT yTeLwwmnncsa CoNpokmHyB cebe B ropao 3apaHee NpUroToBaeHHbIN XbaH Nuea, 1 Nnepectan
NUANTb. TOJIbKO HEMELJIEHHO XKe MPUHANCS ONSATb 3@ CBOE, C NMPEXHUM, HET -- He C MPEXHUM, C HOBbIM XKapoM,
C/IOBHO €My BCKOYWJT Ha MNJleyn eLle Takow XXe ApbIi My3blKaHT.



MoToM elle nonascany, BelHYIM paHTbl, NONISACaNN eLle ONsATb; MOTOM OTBeAas v CoYeNbHUYECKOro nupora v
LIMNYyYero MMMoHaaa, Aa YyTb He Nonbbika, fa NMMPOXKOB C MACHLIM (hapLueM, Aa X0noAHoro bynboHa, Aa MHoroe
MHOXXeCTBO NnBa... Ho Hanbonbwmin BocTopr, nocne bynboHa 1 KapKoro NPou3Ben cKpunay (Mexay Hamu, -- Takom
4epTOBCKOW MAYTSAra, 4TO HU MHE, HXU BaM He NPOBECTU ero), koraa 3anuaun: "Sir Robert de Coverly" [T. e. "Cap
PobepT ne Kosepnen"; HauMoHanbHaa NeCHs, eABa Jin NepeBoAnMas Kak -- MOMI0XKMM -- Halla "KaMapuHcKas".].
Torpga-To BbIWEN Ha cpeanHy ctapuk ®euumsur ¢ muctpucc Peuumsur. Oba oHM CTanM B rnaBe TaHUylOWMX. BoT
TakK yX 6bl1a M paboTa: BECTU 1 HaNpaBnATb ABaALATh UMp, WK ABaJLaTb YeThIpe napbl, @ WyTUTb C HUMK BbI0
Henerko!... Ho, ecnu 66l nap 6b1s10 6onblie BABOE, UK fa)Ke U BYETBEPO, CTapuk Peuumsur n Torga ool He
0TKa3ancs Npobutb cTeHbl 160M, ga n MucTpmncc Peuunsur Takxe... MoToMy: 3ak/toyaa B cebe oHa AOCTOMHYIO,
WCTUHHO MOJIHYIO0 MOMOBUHY MUcTepa ®PeuumBura... ECivm 3To He noxeasa, MpUULLMTE YTO-HUOYOb APYroe: 5, CO
CBOEW CTOPOHBI, 0TKa3biBaloCh. VIKpbl rocnoamHa ®euunsura, -- a NPOCTAT HaM 3TO CPaBHEHME, -- Bblan
pewmnTesnbHO hasncaMmm MecsLa; NoaBAsINCh, UcHe3anu, NoABASAINCL CHOBA... U, korpa ctapas yeta deUUUBATOB
OKOHYaTeNbHO UCMNOJIHWAA: "aBaHCe-peKtoie; pykn gamam; banaHe canioe; TUP-BYLWOH; HUTKA B HUTKY U MO MecTam",
®euumBUr Tak JIerko BblgebiBan aHTpalla, kak byaTto 6bl nepebrupan Horamm Ha na)koneTe, a NOTOM BAPYT
BbINPSAMIISANICA HA TEX XKe Horax, Kak ...

HakoHel, B 0IVHHaALATb YacoB H6an KOHYMACSA U CYynpyri, NOXXUMas pyKu CBOUM MOCETUTENSM, NO3APABUIN UX,
Ha MpoLLaHbe, C HAaCTYNaKLWMM Npa3aHNKOM. MoXKaau OHM, Ha NPOLLAHLE, PYKW 11 Y CBOMX MPUKA3YMKOB, a Te, Kak
1M 1 noaobano, OTNPABUIINCH -- 3a/1€4b B 3aMpPUIaBOYHYIO.

Bcé 370 Bpemsa CkpyLx 6bin, -- NpaBAy MOMBUTb, -- 4eM-TO BpoAe 6ecHoBaToro. JyLwon n cepaueM Canaca oH co
BTOPbIM 51: Be34e W NOoBCIOAY OH y3HaBan camoro-cebs, ¢ 6blbiM1 pagoCcTaMK, BOCTOPraMu U Hagexxaamu. TobKo
Torga, Korga ero cobcTBeHHoe U [Inkka cuaoLMe mua UCHesnu, -- TObKO TOr4a OH OMOMHWACS, CTaa HaCTOALLNM
CKpyn)xeMm 1 BCIOMHWA O fiyXe...

A lyx BNUACA B HEr0 CBOMMUW NPOH3UTE/NbHBIMU B30paMK, U HaL, €ro rofIoBon sipye n sipye CBepKaso niams.
-- A Beab He MHoro TpebyeTcs, ckasan oH, 4Tobbl BHYLWNTb 3TUM AypavkaM 4yBCTBO BnarogapHocTun?
-- He MHOro? -- nostopun CKpyox.

[yx nofan eMy 3HaK -- BCAyLATbCSA B Pa3roBOp MOJIOALIX MPUKA34YMKOB: OT BCEM MOJIHOTHI AYLWIW NPEBO3HOCUAN
OHN PeuumBUra...

-- A 33 YTO OHM ero BOCXBaNsOT? -- NpubaBun ayx. -- KaxkeTtcs, n3-3a 6e3penuubl: Tpex-4yeTbipex yHTOoB
CTEPJIMHIOB, CYATAs Ha BalUW 3eMHble LieHbI?... Hey)Kenu e CTOMT ero 3a 3To C1aBOC/I0BUTL?

-- He B TOM neno, -- 3ameTun CKpyax, HEBOJIbHO Npeobpa)keHHbIN B cBoe Bbioe 5 -- Aeno He B ToM, ayx!... OT
deuumMBMra 3aBUCUT Halla 0SS XOPOLUIO Jin, He XOopoLo An ByaeT HaM y HEero CNy>XUTb, BCE 3TO 3aBUCUT OT Hero,
OT ero B3rnsaga, ero yaolbku, 0To BCEro, 4ero HM NePeKNHYTb Ha CHETaX, HN B KOHTOPCKYIO KHUTY BHECTW Henb34. U
410 xe! CKaXkeT CJI0BO, -- 30J/10TOM OChINJIET.

CKpypX, roBops 3T0, yCNen yN0BUTb NPOH3UTENbHbIA B3rnag ayxa, bpoleHHbIN UCKOCa, U 3aMonYal.
-- YT0 C BamMu? -- cCNpocui npuspac.

-- Hnyero ocobeHHoro, -- otBeTnA CKpyaX.

-- OQHaKo XXe MHe NnoKasanocb?... -- HacTansas nNpuspak.

-- Hnyero! -- nocnewun yaoctoBepnTb CKpyAX. -- Hnyero!... Xotenocb 6bl MHE TONIbKO CKa3aTb [Ba-TpW C/IOBa
MOEMY NprKa34mky... BoT n Bcé.

B 310 BpeMs 6binoe 5 CKpyAXKa yracuio namny, 1 npuspak BMmecte ¢ CKpyaxem o4yTuanch, 6ok 0? 6ok, Ha
BOJIbHOM BO3A4YyXeE.

-- MHe nopa! -- nporosopua gyx, -- xuneemn!

3T0 ¢/10BO 6bIN0 CKa3aHo He CKPYAXY, He KOMY-MBO 13 BUAUMBIX UM JIULL, HO BOMIOTUIOCH OHO, 1 CKPyI>XX CHOBa
yBUAan BTopoe s. bbla OH, NpaBha, HEMHOMO MoCTapLUe, -- B MOJIHOM LBETE NIET, Kak roBopuTcs. Ha nuue ero 6biau
y>Ke MPU3HAKMN BO3MY>XanoCTU, HO 1 CKYMOCTb yCresia MPoBeCTU Mo HeM cBoto 6opo3aky. Mo ogHNM 6ecnokoHo
HeraBLUMM rna3aM MOXXHO Bbin0 AorafaThCs -- Kakas CTPACcTb OBJlafena 3TOK AYLUOK; MO TEHU MOXXHO BbII0 yXXe



onpegesintb NoAPOCTOK AEePEBa.

Tenepb CKpy X 6bl1 HE OAUH: PSAOM C HUM CMAENa MoJIofas, KpacvBas AeBYLLKA B Tpaype, U C/e3bl B ee riasax
oTcBeunBanu CKpyaxy ObisibiM COYENbHUKOM, 03aPEHHBIM CUSIHUEM MpU3paKa.

-- HeT Hy>[bl, -- FOBOPW/Ia OHA TUXMUM FOJI0COM, -- HET HYX[bl, -- BaM -- N0 KpaiHei mepe! [lpyras cTpacTb
3aMeHwua Bally, nepen ApyruM MA0J0M NPEeKoHWIach Balla AyLua.

-- MNepen Kakum 310 naoaom? -- cnpocun CKpyax.
-- MNepepn 30/10TbIM TeJIbLOM.

-- W BOT ntofickas cnpaBennnBoCTb! -- BCKPUKHY OH. -- HUYEero oAy Tak XEeCTOKO He MpecsieytoT, Kak 6eaHoCTb,
1 HU NPOTVB YEro Tak He 0XKEeCTOYAKTCS, KakK MPOTUB XeNaHus pasborateTs.

-- Bbl canwkom bontech 06LLI,eCTBeHHOFO MHEHUA, -- TaK XXe HEXHO NpoaosiXKasa Mosiogada AeEBYLLKa: -- Bbl
NoXepTBOoBan Ny4lWnMn BallMMnN Hagexxamu, -- on4d n3bexxaHus MO30PHOIro CBETCKOIro npurosopa. Bbina A
CBMAETENbHNLEN, KaK Ballu BbnaropogHenune CTpeMAEHNA CTUPAANCh OQHWN 3@ APYTUMU, -- BCE B )KEPTBY
€[4VHCTBEHHOW Ballen CTpacTun: KopblCcTu. MNpasaa?

-- Tak 410 Xe? [ToN0XKMM, YTO A YMHEIO C rogamu... 114 Bac-To g BCE TOT xe!
OHa noka4aJsia rosoBow.
-- Pa3Be s nusmeHuncsa?

-- Y Hac paBHMWHMe 0653aTenbCTBa... CKkpenuam Mol nx, 6egHaru, oba -- [oBosbHbIE y6ormum xpebunem, n oba
BbKUAANN Cyvas YCTPOUTLCA. Bbl 04€Hb M3MEHNNCL C TEX MNOP...

-- [la Beapb 9 Toraa 6bi1 pebeHkoMm, -- HeTepnenmeo 3amMmeTnn CKpyox.
-- Hy, a Tenepb Bac TAroTAT Halu npexxHune obs3aTenbLcTea?
-- §1 3TOro He roBopwun, -- oNATb 3aMeTuna CKpyoX.

-- He roBopwnu, Ho noka3sbiBanun. A ecnu 6bl s Bac ocBoboauna oT Ballero C0Ba, NPesnoXuamn nu bl Bbl MHE CBOKO
PYKY, Kak npexae?

CKpyAXX XoTen 6b110 0TBETUTb, HO OHa MPOAOJIXKaNa:

-- Bl nocTynuam 6bl NA0X0, XKEHMNBLUUCHL Ha MHE, MOTOMY YTO CKOPO Bbl pacKasnuck, 1 C pagoCcTbio XAanu 6bl fHA
HalLen HECOMHEHHOWN pa3nyKu.

BoT 4TO CKa3ana oHa, 1 ncyesna.

-- Oyx! Havyan CKpyaX. -- Henb3s M MHe HNYEero Takoro He nokasbiBaTb? OTBEANTE MEHS AOMOWA... YTO BaM 3a
0X0Ta MeHS My4uUTb?

-- Elle ofiHa TeHb! -- KpUKHYN Npuspak.
-- On, HeT -- HeT!... -- 3aBonun CKpyaX. -- He nokasblBanTe y)X MHe HMYero Takoro...
Ho HeyMONMMbI NPU3paK CxXall ero B CBOUX Kpenkunx 06bATbsAX, U 3aCTaBWU HaCMNbHO BrAsAbIBaTLCA B Bbinoe.

Munrom nepeHecNCb OHW B MHOE MECTO, U MHOW BUA NOPa3na NX B30pbl. YBUAEAN OHU HEBObLLYIO, HE POCKOLLHYHO,
HO MPUATHYIO 1 YLOBHYI0 KOMHATY. Y )XKapKo pa3BefeHHOro, 3MMHEro KamMesibka CMAesa XopoLleHbKas MooLas
LEBYLLKa, 10 TOro Noxoxas Ha nepsyto, 4To Ckpyax cbnncs bbino ¢ Tonky. Ho ckopo yBuzan OH 1 CBOIO MepBYIo
3HAKOMKY, y)Ke MaTb CEMENCTBA, OKPY>XXEHHYI0, HE CHMTaa CTapllen govyepu, Liesion BaTaronm aeten. Henb3s, gaxe un
npuban3nTenpHo, NpeacTaBuTb cebe, 4T0 370 ObiS1 3@ WYM 1 ram, NOAHATLIN pebaTuwkammu, Tak n HANOMWHANN OHK
coboi CTapyto CKa3Ky 0 COpPOKa MOHaJIMBbIX AeTAX, TOSbKO Ha0b0pOT: KaXX bl U3 HUX noLuen Bbl 0AMH 3@ COPOK.

W BOpyr BCé CMOMKJNIO...

C rpoMoM pacrnaxHynacb CEHHas OBEepb, 1 BOLLES CaM OTEL, CEMENCTBA -- C UrPYLLUKaMW... BMUT 6bInn OHK
pacxBaTaHbl, 1 BMUT CKpblNacb BCS BaTara B cBeTesKy. OCBOBOANBLUMACS CHACTANBBIN OTEL, YCENCS MEXY XKEHO U
Jo4epbto. Toraa-1o nNoHs CKpy XK 3HAaYEHNE BENMKNX CIOB OTLL@ U MyXKa, U NOHSAM BCE, 4TO OH NOTEPS B XU3HN.
OTep OH cebe rnasa...



-- benna, -- ckasan Myx, -- BUAeN g cerofiHa Be4epoM TBOEro CTaporo-cTaporo gpyra...
-- Heyxxenn Ckpynoxa?

-- Ero. LLlen MMMo KOHTOPpbI, yBUAAN CBET, 3arfisHy/1 B OKHO, O[IWH, Kak Bceraa... FoBOpsT, -- ero noApy4Hbii
yMUpaer.

-- Oyx! -- npowenTan, 3agbixasacb CKpyox: -- yBenu bbl Bbl MEHS OTClOAA...
-- 91 Bam obelwan, -- CKasan gyx, -- NoKasaTb TEHW NPOLLJIOrO, HE MEHANTE e Ha MeHs, ecan bbiioe bbino...
-- YBeouTe MeHs, -- rosopus1 CKpyox: -- He Mory s 60JbLLIE NEPEHOCUTL 3TOro 3penuLual...

B3rnaHyn oH Ha Ayxa, ysuAan, 4To no HEMNOHATHOMY CTeYeHUIo 06CcTOATENLCTB, yYCMaTpWUBaeT OH Ha ero auue Bce
6blnble, 3HaKOMble eMy nnua, -- yBuagan u 6pOCI/IJ'IC$| Ha Hero.

-- OTcTaHb OT MeHsa! OcTaBb MeHs! MepecTaHb MeHA My4nTb! -- KpUYas OH.

Cpeau Bo3HUKHYBLUIENR 60pbbbl, €C/I MOXXHO YyNoTpebuTb CNoBo, -- "6opbba" (MOTOMY, 4TO AYyX U NajbLEM He
nowesenn), CKpyIK 3aMeTW1, YTO CUSHNE Haf rOJI0BOV ero NPOTUBHMKA pa3ropasock 6osblie 1 6onbLue.

MpuMeHs 3T0 06CTOATENbCTBO K BIMSIHWIO, MPOM3BOAUMOMY Ha HEro ayxom, CKpyX yxBaTuiacs obenmu pykamu
32 N3BECTHYIO YUTATENAM BOPOHKY-FaCUIbHUK 1 HEXAAHHO Haxoby4un eto npm3paka, fyxa. ToT Tak 1 npucen, Ha
CKOJIbKO XBaTW/10 BOPOHKHW.

Ho TweTHo Haneran CKpy)K BCEM TEIOM Ha 3TOT raCUJIbHUK: CKBO3b €r0 MeTalZIN4yeckne CTEHKMN TaK U
npobrBanmnch SpkKue ayyn 1 paccoinanucb no nosy. CKpyaxxa AaBHO YXXe KJOHW0 KO CHY; CAenan OH nocnefHee
YyCUINE U3HEMOXXEHHOW PYKOIO, -- HAAABWA FaCUNbHIK, U yMas Ha CBOKO NOCTEeSb, -- COHHbIA, YTO MEPTBBIA...

TpeTbs cTpocha"BTopon"

Pa3by>KeHHbIN YbMM-TO BoraTbipCcKUM XpanoM, CKpy o K NPUNOAHANCA Ha NOCTENN, U HeYero 6bi10 eMy FOBOPUTb:
"KoTopbln Yac?" CepaLieM OH ero nodysan: 611 MMeHHo Yac! BcnomHun CKpya)K 04eHb SICHO Bellme cioBa Mapnes, u
npobexxana y Hero ApoxXb OT FON0BbI 40 NATOK, KOrAa KTO-TO OTAEPHY Y HEro 3aHaBecKu, NpsMo C ANLEBOWA
CTOPOHbI KPOBaTH...

HeyroHo nu, rocnofa BOJbHOAYMLUbI, NOJIEXaTb MAHYTKY-APYTYIO NO4 OLHOK NPOCTbIHE C AOCTOYTUMbIM
MucTepom Ckpyoxxem?...

HVKTO He oTAepruBan 3aHaBeCOK; HO 13 BavXKanLen KOMHaTbI BPbIBAJICA BO BCE CKBAaXXUHbLI KAKOW-TO
thaHTacTMyeckmn ceeT, n CKPyA)K Hayvas NOSIOXKUTENbLHO pa3ayMbiBaTb: HET K, U B CAMOM [Jene, KOro-Hnbyab Tam,
psaom?

PasyMeeTca TaK: ero KTo-To faxke v no3sall. OTBOpI/IJ'I OH OBEPb, Ha ronoc, B 6J'II/I)KaI7ILIJy}O KOMHaTYy, BOLWE CO
CBEYKON 1 yBMnAan BOT 4TO:

YB1Ian oH COBCTBEHHYIO CBOKO MOCTUHYIO, HO 3HAYUTEIbHO U3MEHEHHY0. CTEeHbI U MOTOJIOK ObIIN 3aTKaHbl CETKOA
3e/1eHN U KpacoBaJIMCb afibiMK SroiaMu, CIOBHO B FOCTUHOW Lieas polla NoAHANack 3a Beyep...

B INCTOYKaxX OCTPOJIMCTHMKA, OMESTbI U MJII0LLLA CBET OTPaXKasiCa U Urpas, Kak B Mupuagax MajeHbKUx 3epkas. B
KaMuHe TakK 1 TpeLuas, Tak 1 Nblnan oroHb, Aa TakoW, YTO TakKoro OrHA, HUKOTA4a, HU B OOHY 3UMY, faxe U He
noao3pesan ToWWA, xonoaewmnin kamenek "Ckpyaxxa n Mapnes". Ha nony nexxanm BbICOKON Ky4el, YeM-TO Bpo4e
npecTosa: UHAENKN, FyCKn, BCAKaa AUYb U XKUBHOCTb, BCAKOE MACO, -- MOPOCATA, OKOPOKA, apLUMHHbIE COCUCKM,
Konbackl, MMPOXKM C hapLueM, MIOM-NMyANHIM, BOYOHKM C yCTpMLaMm, neveHble KallTaHbl, pyMsaHbie 1610Kw,
COYHble anenbCuHbl U FPyLIX, FPpOMajHble "KpeLLleHCKMe" NMpory, -- 1, 3a BCeM 3a 3TUM, NOJIHble apoMaTa NyHLIEeBbIe
Yawwu... Becenblin BennMKaH -- "Ha nokas" 3acefan, NoTArMBasCb, Ha AMBaHe; B pyke Y Hero 6bis10 4To-TO Bpoae
CBETO4a, NOX0XXero Ha "por n3obunna", n oH ero npunofHan, Korga CKpyaX 3arfisHyn B NONYOTKPLITYIO ABEPb.

-- Bongute! -- KpKHYN Npu3pak. -- Bonante, He 6ONTECH... [T03HAKOMbTECH CO MHOIO, Nt06e3HbIN!

CKpy A Bowen ¢ pobKMM NMOKNOHOM: BblN1 OH Y)Ke He NMPEeXHUI XMypblil CKpy K, 1 X0Ts 61aroCKNOHHLIM B30POM
rnspen Ha Hero ayx, CKpyoX BCE-TaKW He NMoaHMMan rnas.

-- §1 -- HbIHELWHWUNA npasfHuk! -- ckasan ayx. -- BarngaHurte Ha MeHs...



CKpyZ>K NOYTUTENBHO NOBMHOBANCA. Mpa3fHMK Obil He TO B XanaTe, He TO B TYHUKE, HO TONLKO B YEM-TO
TEMHO-3€e/1eHOro LiBeTa 1 ¢ 6enoin MexoBo BeINYLWKOW. ITa ogexaa bblia HaKMHYTa Ha HEro Tak HebpeXxHo, YTo
BCS €ro WMPOoKas rpyLb BbiWia HapyXy. Horu Takxxe 6bian 0bHaXeHbl, @ Ha rosoBe TobKO M ybopa, YTO BEHOK U3
OCTPOJIMCTHWKA, OCbINaHHbIA afiMa3aMu nHes. JAnHHbIE Kyapy ero YepHbIX BOJOC pa3BeBasIMCh MO BOJE; M1a3a
ropenu, pyka bbiia NpoTsaHyTa APYXECKU; roa0C 3ByYall PagoCTHO; BCE ero npmeMbl Bblan NoNoXXUTENbHO
HenpuHYXaeHHb!. Mpu 6efpe y HEro BUCENN pXKaBble HOXHbI 6e3 wnaru.

-- Bbl eLLle HAKOrfa Takoro He BUAanu? -- KPUKHy N oyx.
-- Hukorpga ewe, -- otBeTun CKpyox.

-- Pa3Be BaM HMKOrga He C/y4anochb CTOJIKHYTHCA MO A0POre ¢ MOMMU MeHbLUWMMU... BUHOBAT! -- C MOUMU
CTapwumm bpatbsaMn?... 1 Belib Tak eLle Moaoa!... -- FoBopua Oyx.

-- botocb, NpaBo 60Cb, YTO He C/yYanoch, -- oTBeYan CKpyaxX. -- A MHOro y Bac bpaTbeBs, Ayx?
-- Ja... TbiCfiMa BOCEMbCOT C YeM-TO, -- Nporosopu Ayx.

-- Cemenka! -- npowenTtan CKpyox. -- BoT-Tak pacxogeL Ha AOM...

AyX NpunogHANca ¢ Mecra.

-- NocnywawTe! -- ckazan Ckpypx. -- CBeanTe MeHsa Kyfa-HUbyab; CerofiHa A NoJiy4na Takol ypoK, 4TO BOBEK He
3abyay...

-- MpUTPOHbLTECH K MOEW 0feX e, -- OTBEYa eMy OyX.

CKpynx Tak 1 Buenuncs. OCTPONIUCTHUK, OMeNa, KpacHble Arodbl, ML, MHAENKKN, FyCK, ANYb, XXUBHOCTb,
OKOPOKa, MopoCsiTa, COCMCKU, YCTPULLbI, MUPOrK, NYANHT X, MA0ALI U MYHLL, -- BC& pa3oM ncyesno. icuesnm Takxe u
KOMHaTa, 1 OFOHb B KaMWHE, 1 KPAaCHOBATLI O0TOMECK OrHA, aXe 1 HOYb CaMa, -- BCE 1cyesno.

OYyTUSINCb OHW Y)Xe YTPOM, POXKAECTBEHCKMM YTPOM, Ha yauLe. X0NnoaHeHbKo Obino; obbiBaTenn pasbirpbiBaiu
HECKOJIbKO AUKWIA, HO OXKMBJIEHHbIN KOHLEPT, CKpebsi NnaHenn nepes CBOMMMW AOMaMK, N CMeTas CHEr C KpbiL, K
BSILLEV PAAOCTV MaslbyULLIEK, BOCTOPraBLUMXCS 3TUMN UCKYCCTBEHHLIMU TAaBUHAMMW.

dacaabl [OMOB YepHenun Ha 6enon ckaTepTn cHera, 1 ewe bonee YepHenn Ha HeN YepHble OKHa... Ho BCE 3T0 He
MeLLaNo YACTUbLLMKAM Ha Kpblllax: NepekanKaancs oHn Mexay coboio, nepekmabiBajanch CHEXKaMU U XOXO0Taawn
OT YWUCTOro cepaua, ecnm NPoOMaxmBasmnchb.

3eNeHHbIE NIaBKM U PYKTOBbIE MarasvHbl CUSAN B MOJIHOM KX 61ecke: Ny3aTble KalTaHbl, KOTOPLIX, -- TaK BOT W
KaXKeTCs -- XBaTUT yap; NCMAHCKUIA YECHOK -- (hoTorpadus pbiXXeBaTbiX MOHAX0B €ro POAVHLI, C 3aANPaoLLUMU
B3r/s4aMy Ha LEBYLUEK; ONSATb-TAaKN FPYLUM; ONSATb-TaKM 610KM, CKy4YEeHHbIe BO BKYCHbIE NMPaMUAbI; KUCTU
BMHOTPaja, 3aTENIMBO pa3BeLLEHHbIE MPOAABLLAMM, UMEHHO Ha TOM MecTe, YTobbl y MOKynaTenei CIHKN NOTEKN;
BOPOXa OPEXOB MLUUCTBIX U CMYTAbIX, C 3aMaxoM JII060BHbIX NECHbIX MPOryoK, MO WUKONOTKY B CYXUX JINCTbSX,
COYHble anesibCUHbI U JIMMOHbI, -- BCE 3TO TaK ¥ NMPOCUI0Ch NPSMO B POT. 30/10Thle U cepebpsiHble pbibKK, HeCMOTpS
Ha BCIO anaTU4YHOCTb CBOEW NPUPOLbI, TakXKe CYeTNNBO pa3eBaamn pThl, Kak ByaTo cobupanuck 4To-HmMbynb
NpPornoTUTb. VIMEHHO B 3TOT CaMblil AeHb, Y NprKasymka CKpyaxa, Muctepa KpaTumta, Npoucxoanno
HVXecneayloLLee:

0! Kakon xe 6bla1y ero MHOFO4YNC/IEHHOW CeMbU ANBHbIN NyAuHr!... o6 KpaTynT 06bsBU, COBEPLLUEHHO CMOKOMHO
N Cepbe3HO, YTO 3TOT NMYAMHI OH NPU3HAET HaWy4LWKM Npon3BedeHnemM MUCTprcC KpaTyunT co AHA UX cBagbObI.
MucTpucc KpaTuuT 3aMeTusia Ha 370, YTO Ternepb, Korha y Hee 0Trnaso oT cepaLa Takoe Taxesoe bpems, fosKHa
OHa 3asBUTb 0 CBOei 6biNo 6OA3HM: HE 0Y4EHb I MHOIO NepenoXmna oHa MyKn? Kax bl U3 CEMbM cYesl LOAroM
BbIPa3nTb MO 3TOMY MOBOAY CBOE MHEHMWE; HO HUKTO HE YNOMSHY 0 TOM, YTO 4S8 TakoN ceMbM nyauHra 66110 04eHb
Mano. OTKPOBEHHO roBops: HexopoLlo 66110 66l 06 3TOM NoAyMaTb U CKa3aTb; Y BCAKUNA U3 KP3aTYMTOB, NpuW 3TOW
MbICK, cropen 6bl Co CThifa.

-- HakoHeL noobenanu, CHAMM CKaTepTb, NOAMENN, OrOHeK paclieennnn. bob caenan rpor -- okasancs
OT/IMYHBIM; NOCTABWAN Ha CTON A6JI0KM U anefibCUHbI MOCTABUIIN 1 MOJIHYIO NMPUTOPLLHIO NMEeYEHbIX KalLTaHOB.
Torpa-To BCs ceMbs cobpanach y KamesibKa, Kak Bblpaxasacs KpaTuuT: KpyroMm, T. €. CKa3aTb-TO OH XOTe
MoslyKpyrom; Torga 1 noctaBuan nepes HUM, boboM, BCce CEMENHbIE XPYCTasu, KakK TO: IBE PIOMKU 1 MONOYHUK Be3
PY4KM. Hy 4TO XX 13 3TOro? BCE paBHO: B HUX HaJWNach BCE Ta XKe KUMy4as XWUIKOCTb, KOTopas Hasunack bkl 1 B



30J10Tble Yawu. bob NpefnoXxun Takom ToCT:
-- C BecenbiM npa3aHnKoMm, xpaHu Hac bor!
Bcs cemMbsi OTKMKHYIACh.
-- la xpaHuT Hac 6or!
-- Oyx! -- cka3zan Ckpyax. -- Jobpein gyx!.. Heyxenn kTo-HUbyAb U3 HUX YMPET OT HULLETbI?
-- He 3Hato! -- oTBeYan fyx: -- eCnm KT0 U yMpeT, TOJIbKO YMeHbLIWT 6ecrnone3Hoe HapoLoHaceneHue.
CKpyZ>X NOKAstHHO HaKJI0HWA rOJIOBY.

-- Cnywan Tbl! -- ckasan emy ayx. -- CMeellb M Tl paccyxaaTb 0 cMepTun?... Focnoamn boxxe mon! Kakoe-To
HacekoMoe CMaunT y cebs Ha NUCTKE 1 PacCyXAaeT 0 XU3HWU U CMepTU APYruX HAaCeKOMbIX!...

CKpyZ>X MOKOPHO NPUHS 3TOT YNpPEK, 1 BECb APOXa, MOTYNUA B30Pbl B 3eMJ110. HO CKOPO OH NOAHAN UX, YC/bIXaB.
-- 3a 3p0poBbe MucTepa Ckpyaxa! -- kpnyan bob.

-- MNpepnnarato BCceM BbINUTL 3a 340P0OBbE MOEro xo3fnHa, Muctepa Ckpyaxa!

-- Xopouwl x03auH! -- nepebuna muctpucc Kpatunt. -- Monancs 6bl OH MHe B nankl, Noka3ana bbl g emy...

-- Oa, munble geTu!... -- 3ameTun bob, -- NpasgHuK...

-- Pa3Be Ha TO npa3gHuK, 4Tob NUTL 3a 340POBbE TaKOro okasHHoro, PobepT! Thl caM 3Haels...

-- Munas mos! -- TaknM »Ke HeXHbIM ros10com npoaosmkan bob. -- MonomMHu: BeAb CErofHs COYENbHMK.

-- 3@ TBOe 3[0pPOBbE f BbIMNbIO, BbIMbIO 1 38 COYESIbHUK, BO3pa3nia MUCTPUCC KP3THMT; HO TOJIbKO He 3a Hero! A
€C/IN 1 BbIMbIO, EMY He No340pPOoBMTCA... A BpoyeM, bor ¢ HUM -- ong npasgHuKa!

ety BuINUAK 3a 310poBbe MucTepa CKpyliXKa, BC/ie 3a CBOEID MAaTepPbIo, XOTSA U HEOXOTHO.

OAHO HAaMOMUHAHMWE ero UMEHU KNHYI0 TeHb Ha UX CBET/IbIA, AETCKWIA NPa3aHUK.

Ho TeHb 3Ta Bblsla MUHYTHas, U MPOHECach OHa...

OTOpPBABLUUCH OT 3TOW CEMENHON cLieHbl, CKpY XX, BMECTE C IyXOM, MOHECCS M0 NYCThIHHLIM Y/KULAM ropoja.

Mpa4HO 1 YepHO HaABUrasiacb HOYb; CHEr nagas XJ0MKaMu; HO U B KYXHSX, U B TOCTUHBIX CBEPKaIN OFOHbKU C
HeobblIKHOBEHHbBIM 3¢hhekToM. BOT 34ech, MepuatoLlee nnamsa 0603Havano NPUroToBiEHNE K CEMeNHON Tpanese, C
NnoLorpeTbiMu Tapeskamu 1 ¢ 6arpoBbiMy 3aHaBeCKaMu, NPefoXpaHUTebHULAMM OT YUMYHOr0 X0104a U Mpaka.
BoT TaM Bce pebaTuLlkn Bbibexxanu Ha BCTPeYyY MM 3aMyXHUX cecTpuL, unu bpaTues, uin ABOOPOAHbIX bpaTLes,
unu Sagen nan TeTok, YTobbl HanepepbiB NO34PaBUTbL UX C NPa3AHUKOM. [lanee Ha WTopax PUCcoBaINCh CUNYIThI
LeByLUeK KpacaBul, B Kanopax 1 B MexoBblX 60TMHKax: cobpannch OHW, FOBOP/AMBLIE NTALLKK, KyAa-TO Ha Bevep... U
rope X0n0CTAKY (OHM Y>Ke HaBOPOXXWJIN), U FOpe eMy, eCN OH B3MISHET Ha UX LWEYKMW, HapyMSAHEHHbIE MOPO30M.
CyAas no 4ncny NpoxoXKmx, MOXXHO BbII0 NOAYMaTb, YTO YK B JOMaX He OCTaJIoCk HY OQHOMO YeNnoBeKa ANS NPUBETY
XKENaHHbIX FOCTeN, a Mexxay TeM, He Bbla10 HU 04HOr0 AoMa, rae bbl rocTen He xaanu, rae 6bl ANng HUX HE Mblnano
61TKOM HabnTOro yronbamm kammHa. MNotomy-to, MNocnoam npasefHbin! Kak e BocTopranca ayx! Kak packpbiBan
OH CBOIO WNPOKYIO rpyab! Kak npoTarnean MOLWHY0 pyKy! Kak OH napun Hag 3ToW TOAMO00, NPUropLHamMmu bpbi3ras
Ha Hee CBOEW CBETJIO PafoCThblo, Kpans BCex, KTO NOABepThIBaACsa nod pyky! [laxxe n hoHapLiuk, cen
BO3XWraTesib U ceaTeslb UCKOP CBETa MO TEMHbLIM YANLAM, faXXe N OH COBEPLUEHHO Y)Ke OLEeThIN Ha BeYyep, faxe u
OH 3aX0X0TaJl MpW B3rNs4e Ha AyXa, XOTSA 1 He NoL03peBalsi, YTO BCTPETUCA JIULIOM K JINLY C CAMUM BEJINKUM,
"npasgHuKoM".

Bapyr oyx, He roBopst HW C/10Ba, NepeHec cBoero cobeceaHnKa B Takoe nyCcTbiHHOE 601070, 06CaXXeHHOe TaKuMU
rPOMAHLIMU KAMHAMU, YTO KOHEYHO MOXXHO BblI0 €ro Ha3BaTh KJanbuilemM BeiMkaHoB. Boaa npocaynBanach
noBscroAay, -- Tak A 6una Ka4oM 13 3EeMJIN, -- a MOPO3 HaTOXWJ1 Ha Hee PYKY 1 yaep>Xaa B 4OCTOA0/IXKHOM
NMOBUHOBEHUN. Kpome MOXa, KpoMe JpOoKa N KOoe-Kakux Tonx 6bIJ'II/IHOK, Hu4Yero He 6bI10 BOKPYT.

Mo kpato Heba, C 3aKaTa, CONHLE NPOBENIO CBOMMM Ny4amm 6arpoByto AOPOXKY Haf 3Ton 6e30TpasHoi
MECTHOCTbIO, U -- HaAo ObINI0 BUAETb, -- KaK 3aKaTbiBasoCh OHO, KaK XMYPUJIOCh U PeMasio, 1 Kak HakoHeLll, COBCEM
3aCHy”o...



-- 'oe MbI? -- cnpocun CKpyox.
-- B camoM cepfue 3emMnun, rge TPYAATCA CTOJIbKO JIEeT pyAoKonsl... [Ja BoT nornaauTtel...

CKa3aB 3TU CNoBa, AyX NPOHECcs co CKPYI)KEM MUMO XVXKUHbI, FAe CTapblii el yroiblWuK Npa3aHoBan
POXAECTBO CO CBOMMM BHYYaTaMW... B3rnsHy M OHWM Ha pafoCTHbIE LA U NONeTeNn Aanee...

MpOHEeCAUCH OHW U Haf, LUYMHBLIM MOPEM, NPSMO K MasiKy; 0 Masik pa3buBanncb NeHHbIe BOJHbI, BpbI3)Ka Ha Kpblibs
HypHbIX Yaek. [lodyepw, BbITb MOXXET, CAMOro BETPA, -- ONYyCKaANCb ¥ NOAHUMANNCL YalKWN Hag NaaByv4uMu
Jly>XaKamy MOPCKOW TpaBsbl Y BOLOPOC/EN.

Ho, faxke 1 30ecb ABoe Maf4YHbIX CTOpO)KEVI pa3Benn I'Ipa3JJ,HI/I‘-IHbIVI OroHeK, N KOJ1bIXaJiCAd OH NCKPaMW Ha BOJIHaX.

MpoTsHYB APYr APYry HAaMO30JIEHHbIE PYKMW, CTOPOXKA NPUrybunu rpora u No3apasuimn Apyr Apyra c npa3aHnKoM.
CTapLunii U3 ABOMX 3aTAHYJ KaKyl0-TO AUKYIO NMECH0, a TaK 3aTSHYJI, YTO ero roJloC MOXXHO 6bi10 MPUHSATL 3a peB

bypw.

Iyx BCé neten, BCE neTen Hag TEMHbIM, Pa3birpaBLUMMCS MOPEM, NOKa He onycTuacs eMecTe co CKpyoKem,
flaneko oT bepera 1 BCAKON 3eMNK, Ha KaKOW-TO Kopabib.

OcCTaHaBAMBaNNCb OHU TO OKOJIO PY/IEBOr0, TO OKOJI0 BaXTEHHbLIX 4aCOBbIX 1 OOULLEPOB, N BCMAaTPUBAIUCE B 3TK
TeMHble, (PaHTaCTMYECKME INLA; HO KaXabIN, K KOMY Bbl OHU HY NOAXOAUAW, UK HAaNeBaa NPa3AHNYHYIO NECHI,
nunu gyman o npasgHuKe, Wam HanoMrnHan CBOEMY TOBapULLY O KaKOM-IMH60 MUHYBLUEM NPa3HKKe, -- N BCE 3TO
661710 CBA3aHO C PafOCTHOM Hadexaon -- 61aronony4yHo BO3BPaTUTLCSA B 06bATNA poaHOM ceMbu. Bce, n xyabie, u
xopoluue, u 3nble, 1 fobpble, Bce 06MeHANNCb NPUBETCTBUSAMM, BCE MPUMOMHUAN O POAHbLIX U APY3bAX, 3Had, 4TO
MWAble UM NI0AWN AYMALOT, B CBOKO 04epeb, TakXe U 0 HUX.

Hecka3aHHoO bbin0 yavneneHune Cpr,ﬂ,)Ka, Korga OH BCyLInBaJiCA B 3aBblBaHWA BETPa U BAYMbIBaJICA B 3TOT HOYHOW
noneT Hag HeBeaOMbIMW, TAaUHCTBEHHbLIMU KaK CMepPTb, 6e3nHaMu, -- Hecka3aHHo bbio yavneneHune Cpr,EI,)Ka -- npun
4YbeM-TO, BAPYr pa3faBLUeMCs, BecesioM xoxoTe. Ho yanBfieHne ero NpecTynuio BCAKME rpaHnLbl, KOrga oH y3Han
XOXOT CBOero niaeMaHHuMKa, n CaM o4yTuICAa B CBET/ION, TENIoNn, CBepKarou_leM YUCTOTOK KOMHaTe. [IyX CTOAN C HUM
paoomMm n rnapen Ha nNieMaHHNKa HeXXHOo U no6oBHoO.

-- Xa! xa! xa! -- 3anmBanca nneMaHHuK Ckpynxa. -- Xa! xa! xa!

Ecnwn 661 BaM, NPOTYB BCSKOW BEPOATHOCTM, CIIYYUSIOCh NMO3HAKOMUTLCS C YEJI0BEKOM, 0aPEHHBLIM CMOCOOHOCTLIO
CMenTbCs, 0TO BCEM MOJHOTHI AyLliu, -- 6onee 1 3alylleBHee CKPYI)KEBCKOro MNNEMAHHUKA, S CKaXKy BaM OJIHO:
HEOTCTYMHO Npocu bbl 5 BaC NpeAcTaBUTb BalleMy 3HAKOMOMY 1 MeHs. CaenainTe MU0CTb, NPeACTaBbTE MEHS.
OueHb cHacTAMBas, nNpaeamnBas n bnaropogHas naes dbina y cynbbbl -- BO3HarpaauTh YE0BEKA, 3@ BCE ero
3apa3uTenbHble 6one3HN 1 nevanu, elle 6onee 3apasnTeNbHbIM 1 HEOTPA3KMO BECESIbIM CMEXOM.

NTaK, nnemMaHHNK CKpyayka X0X0TaJl BO BCE ropJio; XOX0Ta M OTO BCEN AYLUM U XXEHa €ro u npuarenu: Xa-xa-xa!

-- YecTHoOe €NoBO! -- KPUKHY MNAEMSHHUK: -- OH MHE CKa3aJl, YTO CBATKM -- MYCTSKW, U -- NOBEPLTE OH CaM KPENKO
ybexxneH B 3TOM!

-- TeM cTbigHee onga Hero, ®pepn! -- 3ameTnna C HerolOBaHMEM HapevyeHHas NiaeMsaHHuLa Cprﬂ,)Ka.
Booblie -- Befib XeHLWUHbI HNYEro He AenatoT BMOJIOBNUHY W 3a BCAKOEe OeN10 MPUHUMAOTCA He WyTA.

MnemMsHHMLA -- OHa XXe 1 cynpyra naemsHHuKa CKpyaxa, 6bl1a Miuna, T. €. B BbiCLIER CTENEHN MUNa, C
0YapoBaTeNbHON FOJI0BKOW, C MPOCTOAYLUHbIM, UCKPEHHUM BbipaXKEHWEM NINLLA; U NMPU 3TOM -- YTO 3a YBJIeKaTesbHas
yNbibKa, 4TO 3@ XKMNBbIE NCKPOMETHbIE FNa3Ku!

-- BOMbLLION YyAOTBOP -- MOW CTapUK! -- MPOAOCIKAN NNIEMAHHUK. -- Cropy HET, MOr Obl OH OblTh HECKOJILKO
noobxoanTesbHee: HO ero HeloCTaTKN HAaKa3bIBAOTCA caMi coboto, 1 MHe NPOTUB HEro CKa3aTb HeYero.

-- KaxxeTca, oH o4eHb boraT, ®Ppen?

-- 3! pa 4yto ToNKy B ero boraTcTBe, MO MUslas? boraTCcTBO €My HMYEro He MPUHOCUT: OH HE MOXXeT ObITb Nose3eH
He TOMbKO ApYruM, fake camomy cebe. Y Hero HeT gake y0BOJbCTBMA MOAYMaTb... Xa--Xa--xa! -- 4YTo BCKOpe Hac
Xe NpuaeTcsa eMy HarpaanTb.

--dero TepneTb He MOFy! -- CKa3aJla nneMaHHuua. CeCprI - €e 1 npo4vyme nambl cornacuiinCb C ee MHeHNeM.



-- 0! 4 cHucxoguTenbHee Bac! -- BO3pa3ni NAeMAHHUK. -- MHe ero TOJIbKO »XKaJIKo. KoMy BpelsiT ero CBoOeHpaBHbIe
BbIXO4KW? eMy Xe... 1 3T0 He MOTOMY rOBOPIO, YTO OH OTKasascs noobenatb C HAMK -- B 3TOM CNy4dae, OH TOJIbKO B
BblArpbILLE: n3baBunca ot naoxoro obena.

-- B camom pene?... A MHe -- TakK Ka)eTcs, 4TO OH noTepsan o4eHb XOpOLIJI/II?I obeg!... -- nepe6|/|na €ro MmosoaeHbKas
XXEHa.

Bce roctu pazgennnu 3to ybexaeHve, 1 -- Haflo CKa3aTb NpaBAay -- MOM ObITb B 3TOM C/ly4ae HEYMECTHbLIMU
CyAbsiMi, N60 TONIbKO 4TO M3BOJIMAM MOKYLLATh, U B HACTOSLLEE MTHOBEHME AECEPT HE CXOAMW eLle CO CToNa, U BCé
06LWEeCcTBO CTONMWOCH Y KaMesibKa, NpW CBETE JlaMnbl.

-- YeCTHOE C/1I0BO MHE 04eHb MPUATHO pa3ybeanTbCs: 8 4O CMX NOP NJ0X0 BEPUI B YMEHbE IOHbLIX X035€eB. He
npasga v, Tonnep?

BepoaTHo Tonnep B3rfsHY Ha OAHY U3 cecTep NaeMsaHHULbLI CKpya)Ka, MOTOMY-TO OTBETWUST: S XOJIOCTSK U HUYTO
NHOE, KaK >XaJIKUii Napus 1 He BMNpaBe -- BbipaXKaTh CBOEro CYXK/EeHNS 0 NoA0OHOM NpeaMeTe; a CecTpa
nnemMaHHMLbl CKPYO)Ka -- BOT 3TO MNMOJIHEHBKOE CO3AaHME B KPY)KEBHOMN KOChIHKE, YTO Bbl BUANTE, BCA TaK U
3aphenach.

-- Mpoaonxan xe, Open! -- KPUKHYNA €ro0 XKeHa, HeTepneaneo 3abne B Nagown. HayHeT 1 0CTaHOBMTCS... Kak 3TO
HeCcHOCHo!

-- 1 xoTen To/bKo NpMbaBUTL, H4TO CTApUK CaM ceba MLWINA NPUATHON KOMMNaHUK; YXXK KOHEYHO OHa Becesnee ero
MbICNEN 1 TEMHOR, CbIPO KOHTOPLI. BpoyeM 4 eLle He YHANCA: KaXXabli rog byay XoanTb K HEMY C NPUBETCTBUEM:
Kak Balle 3[0pOBbe AAAMOLWKA? C Npa3fHUKOM MMeo YeCTb N034paBuTh! ECAM g ero Tak paclleBesnto, YTo OH, No
KpariHeih Mepe, OTKaXeT cBoeMy beJHOMY NPUKa34YMKY ThiCAYY ABECTU (PYHTOB, -- YX 1 3T0 byaeT xopowo. He 3Hato
no4yeMmy, TOJIbKO MHE KaXXeTcs, 4TO 9 CUSIbHO nokoneban ero syepa...

MpuLwnock Tenepb roCcTAM NOCMEATLCA Ha YBAHAMBbLIM NPUTSA3aHNEM X03AMHa -- NokonebaTb Ckpyaxxa. Ho ®pen
6bln [obpenlLnin Manbl, HUCKOBKO He obuaencs WyTKaMu, a ewe npuaan obuecTBy Becesbst KPyroBon 6yThiNKON.

[Mocne 4yasa 3aHANUCH My3bIKOIZ, NMOTOMY 4TO BCe co6ece,u,H|/|K|/|, yBepA Bac, Obl/I 3aMeYaTeNbHbIMU
NCMONIHUTENSIMU Pa3HbIX apUETOK 1 pUTYypHenei, a ocobeHHO Tonmnep: OH apTUCTUYECKU NepennBa U3 TOHa B TOH
cBom 6ac, He Hanparas Xun Ha by 1 He KpacHes, Kak pak.

Xo34Ka oKasanacb ﬂpeBOCXOD,HOI7I ap(pI/ICTKOIZ; B YncCne npo4mx nbecok, OHa Cbirpasia NpPoCTyto NeECeEHKY, TaKyto
NPOCTYH, HTO MOXXHO 6bl 66110 HACBUCTaTb €€ Ha NaMATb B 4Be MWHYTBI; HO Cprﬂ,)K B3OPOrHyN: 3Ty NeCeHKY
HarneBaJla KOraa-T1o nocellasllasa ero B WKOJIE MaJieHbKadA AeBOYKa...

Mocne My3blKM HaYaan UrpaTh B haHTbl, U MPEXAE BCEro B XXMYPKU.

B XMypKax onsTb oTAn4mACa Tonnep CBOUM MAyTOBCTBOM U JTIOBKOCTbIO B MPEC/eloBaHNN NOSHEHbKOW AEBULbI B
KPY>KEBHO KOCbIHKE: KaK HW POHS/Ia OHa TO KAMUHHYIO PeLIeTKY, TO CTYJ1, KaK HU NpsTanach 3a 3aHaBECKM --
noiMan-Taku ee B KakoM-To yry.

Xo3dKa He NpuHUMana y4acTus B XXMypKax, a ycenacb B CTOPOHe, Ha NMOKOWHOE KPecsio U NOJI0XKWIa HOrM Ha
TabypeT; 3a KpecnoMm cTosnmn ayx n CKpyax. 3aTo OHa MPUHSNA XKMBOE y4acTne B DaHTax U TyT-TO, K BALLEMY
yaoBoNbLCTBUIO ®pena, Nokasana cebs: BCex 3aTKHYa 3a NOAC, fAaXKe N CecTep, X0TA OHW Bblnn Aaneko He raynbl -
crnpocuTe BOT -- XO0Tb Tonnepa... 0cobeHHo oTAnYanacb OHa B "Kak Bbl ero nobute" u B "'rae, korga u noyemy?" Cam
®pep Tak 1 paccbinanca n 4yx He CBOAMA C Hero 61aroCKIOHHbIX B30POB, 10 TakoW CTeneHu, 4To CKpyoX Havyan
€ro yMoJifATb, Kak pebeHoK -- MoAoXXAaTb A0 pa3be3fa rocTen; HO AyX CKa3all, YTO 3TOr0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

-- BoT ele HoBast urpa! -- rosopusi CKpyax: -- eLlle nonyaca, ayx, ToJbKo nosyaca...

Wrpanu B "Oa n HeT". ®peny Npuwock 6bITb B OTBETE: OH A0JKeH bbin 3aayMaTb Kakoe-nnbo coBo, a
urpatoLime fomxHbl 6bin oTragbiBaTb, Npeafiaras eMy Bonpochl U, Tpebys oT Hero B OTBET MAKU Aa UK HET?
OcCbINaHHbI NepeKkpecTHbLIM OFHEM BONPOCOB, Ppef Bone-HeBoieln Bbii BbIHY)XXAEH Ha HECKObKO MPU3HAHWNA, a
WMEHHO, 4YTO AyMaJl OH O XXMBOTHOM: YTO XXWUBOTHOE 3TO -- XXKNBOE; XXUBOTHOE HENPUATHOE., ANKOE; YTO MHOrAa OHO
PbIYUT, MHOrOA XPIOKaEeT, a NpeXXAe roBopuo; YTo BOAUTCA OHO B JIOHAOHE N AaXKe XO4UT Mo yauLam, HO 4YTo 3a
[leHbI M €ro He NoKa3bIBaloT, Ha NMPUBA3UN He BOAST, B 3BEPUHLIE HE Aep>XaT U Ha boliHe He yBunBatoT; YTO OHO HK
JolWaab, HX OCeS, HU KOPOBA, HU BbIK, HU TUTp, HX cobaka, HU CBUHbS, HW KOLWLKa, HU MeaBefb. - [pn Kaxxaom



HOBOM BOMpOCe MOLIeHHUK dpefn A0 TOro 3aJMBasiCd XOXO0TOM, YTO BCKaKUBaa C AMBaHa M Ha4YMHaN TONaTb HOramu.
HakoHeu 1 nosIHeHbKasa cecTpuLa nokaTuaacb CO CMexXy U KpUKHya.

-- Yrapana, yragana, ®peg! 3Haw, 4To Takoe?

-- Y10 XXe Takoe? -- cnpocun dpen.

-- Baw gaptowka Ckpy-y-ox?

iIMeHHO Tak 1 6bIn0. 3aTeM NocsienoBan obLWMIA B3pbIB NOXBaJ, XOTA Ae/10 1 He obowwnoch 6e3 nerknx 3amMme4yaHuin.

-- Hy, 4To, Xxe? -- 3ameTun ®pef. -- OH 4OCTaBMA HaM CTOJIbKO Y0BONLCTBMSA, YTO HaM He rpex 6bl 1 BbIMUTL 3a
€ro 340poBbe, 6,1aro y Hac B pyKax no CTakaHy X>KeHKu! -- 3a 300poBbe asaaowkn Ckpyaxal

-- peT! 3a 3g0poBbe gaatowky Ckpyaxa! -- nogxsaTuam rocTu.

-- Becenoro npasgHuKa v c4aCTAMBOro HOBOIO rofa CTapuky, KTo 6bl OH TaM Hu bbin! -- KpuKHyn ®pef: He xoTen
MOEro n3yCTHoOro no3apasnaeHunad, nyCcTb Xe npuMMeT 3a04HO: 3a 30P0BbE AAAIOLLIKN Cpr,El,)Ka!

CKpyo X NpUHAN Takoe yyYacTue B obuiem Becesnbe, 4To cobpancs 6bs10 yxe nponsHecTn 6narogapCTBEHHbIN CANY;
HO BAPYr BCA CLieHa ncyesna, h ayx n CKpya)X CHoBa NMOHEC/INCL B MyTb.

Hanek 6bla NX NyTb: MHOTO NEPEBMAAJIN OHU MECTHOCTEN, MHOIO NoCeTUAN obuTenei n xunuw,. Lyx npuHUKan K
N3ronoBbto 60JIbHBIX, U OHW 3abblBafiM CBOM HEAYTU; N HA MFHOBEHWE Ka3aJloChb CTPaXKAYLWEMY U3FHAHHUKY, YTO OH
npunanaeT CHOBa K JIOHY CBOE Muoin poauHsl. Ayuwy, obpekiwyto cebs Ha oT4yasHHY0 6opbby ¢ cyabboto,
MPOCBET/ISN OH YyBCTBOM CaMOOTBEP)KEHWS W YNOBAHWEM Ha NYYLUY0 y4acTb; Npubavxancsa K 6efHbIM, -- 1 OHW
cumTanm cebs boratbiMu. B foma npuspeHusi, B 60SbHULbI U B TIOPbMbI, BO BCE MPUTOHbI HULLIETHI, BE3A€, KYAa
TLWECNaBHbIN 1 TOPAEUBLIA YESI0BEK HE MOT -- CBOEIKD HUYTOXXHOW, NPEXOAsALLE0 BNACTbIO -- BO3OpaHMTbL BXOA U
3arpaguTb NyTn 6eCcnioTHOMY AyXy, -- Be3ae Ayx BHecC 3a coboto -- 6narocnoBeHns, Besge cibiwan oT Hero CKpyax
3anoBeb MUJIOCEPaNS.

[nnHHa 6bina 3Ta HOYb, €C/IN BCE CNYYUNIOCh B Hee 0AHY; HO CKpya)K COMHEBAJICS; EMY Ka3asoCh, YTO HECKOJIbKO
COYENIbHNKOB C/IMIMCb BOEAMHO B TEYEHWE TOrO0 BPEMEHM, NMOKa OH Bbia ¢ AyXoM. Elle ofHa CTPaHHOCTb: CKpYaX He
3aMeyan B cebe HY Maneillen Hapy>KHON NePEMEHBI, @ AyX BUAUMO CTaHOBUJICS cTapuie u cTapuwe. OT Ckpyaxa He
YCKOJIb3HYJ1a 3Ta NepemMeHa, HO OH He CKa3a/l HX CJIoBa [10 TeX Mop, MOKa, BbIXOAS U3 0HOr0 [0oHa, FAe Toana
peTeii cnaBuna borosiBneHue, He yBMAaan, YTo BOJIOCkHI Ha FoJioBe Ayxa nobenenw.

-- Pa3Be XXU3Hb AYyX0B TaK KOPOTKa? -- CNPOCWJI OH, KOTAia OHWU OCTaNINCb OAHM.

-- leiCTBMUTENbHO, -- OTBEYa oyX, -- XU3Hb MOA Ha 3€éMHOM LWape 04eHb KOPOTKa, OHa KOH4YaeTCA HbIHELLHIOO
HOYb.

-- HblHeLWwH 00 HOoYb! -- BCKPpUKHY N CKpyOX.
-- POBHO -- B M0/IHOYb. Yy? 4ac yxe 61n30K.
B 310 Bpems Yackl Npobunu rae-to Tpu YeTBEPTU OAUHHAALATOrO.

-- N3BMHWTE MOV HECKPOMHBIA BOMPOC, -- CKa3aa CKpy LK, MPUCTaNbHO BrsAbIBasCh B OAEXAbl AyXa: -- § BUXY
noA MoJIoKo Ballero naaTbs YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, He MpUHaANexallee BaM... YT0 3TO: HOra UM KoroTs?

-- 9T0 MOrJio 6bl Ha3BaTbCS U KOFTEM, MOTOMY 4TO CBEPXY HEMHOXXKO MsiCa eCThb, -- 0TBeYaJ NevyasbHO Ayx. --
Mhagnte!

OH pacnaxHyn nojbl CBOE odexabl 1 OTTYyAa BbiBaJIn/INCb ABOE neten, -- nBa begHble cyuwlecCTtBa -- Npe3peHHble,
ragkue, rHyCcHbole, OMep3nTesibHbIE, OTTaJIKUBatlOLWNE; OHN yNnaJin Ha KOJIEHUN K HOraM Cpr,u,ma n BUennancb emy B
nnaTbe.

-- 0, YyenoBek! CKJIOHW, CKJIOHM B30pPbl K CBOUM cTONaM! -- KpUKHYN AyX.

370 BbINN MaNbyYuK N OEBOYKA, -- XKENThIE, Xynable, B JIOXMOTbAX, C HAXMYPEHHbIMU NNLaMK, CBUPErNblE, XOTA U
npecMmbliKatlolnecs -- B CBOEM NoAJIOM YHUXKEHUN. BmecTo npuBieKaTesIbHOro MjlageH4yeCcTBa, OOJIXEHCTBOBABLUETr O
NOKPbITb UX WWEKN BEWLHUM CBEXUM PYMAHUEM, YbA-TO 6neknas, BbicoXLlas PYyKa, C/Z1I0BHO pyKa BpeMeHn, CMopLlhnia
3TW BBaJINBLUNECA WWEKN N CTepJia C HUX XWU3HEHHbIE KPAaCKW; B 3TUX Ira3ax, 0TKyAda, Ka3aJloCb, AO0JIXKHblI 661K
yﬂbIGaTbCﬂ Ha 6oXxun MUpP aHresbl, Tenepb rHe3AUANCL AeMOHbl U MeTasiu yrpoxXKatoLine B3rnaabl. Hukakue



nepeMeHbl, HUKaKo ynajokK, HNKakoe 13BpalleHne YesI0Be4eCckoro poaa, B CamMoii BbiCLIER CTENEHU, N NPy BCeX
TAVHCTBEHHbIX YKIOHEHUAX NPUPOAbLI, HUKOrAa He MOr /I MPOM3BECTM NOA0OHbIX Y4y A0BULL, OTBPATUTENbHbIX U
YXKACHBbIX.

Cpr}J,)K OTLWIAaTHYNCA, 6nenHbIR OT CTpaxa. -- Bnpoyem He xenas OCKOp6I/ITb oyXa, MOXeT 6bITh, poanTena aTux
4ag, OH xoTen 6bISI0 CKa3aTk: "Kakme MuneHbkue geTtu!", Ho cioBa camm coboto 0OCTaHOBUINCH B ropne, 4yTOb6bI HE
y4aCTBOBaTb B TaKow HeI/IMOBepHOVI JOKWN.

-- yx, 3To Bawm oetn?
BoT BC&, 4TO MoOr cka3zaTb CKpyoX.

-- [leTn niogen, -- 0oTBETUA AyX; -- OHU 06PaTUANCL KO MHE C 4eN0BUTHOK Ha CBOUX OTLOB. BOT 3TOro 30ByT:
"HeBexXecTBo", a 3Ty -- "HuWeTa". bonTecb 060MX N UX NOTOMCTBA; HO NepBoro 6onTecs 6osbLUe - f Ha Yene y Hero
yuTato: "npoknaTue”. "Cneww, o BaBunoH!" Bo3rnacun Ayx, npoTarMBas pyKy K ropofy: cnewim n3rnantb 370
CJ10BO -- OHO oCy>kfaeT Tebs ele 6onee, 4emM 3TOFO HECHACTHOrO: ero TOJIbKO Ha Hec4acTbe, Tebs Ha rubens!
[lep3Hun CKasaTb, YTO Tbl HE BUHOBAT, KJIEBELLUN AaXKe Ha CBOUX 06BMHUTENEN: Tebe 3TO MOXKET NOCAYXUThb Ha
BpeMs, N9 LOCTVKEHUS TBOMX NPECTYMHbIX Lenew; Ho... beperncb KoHua!

-- 'y HUX HET HMKaKOro NpUCTaHMLLA! HUKAKUX CPeacTB! -- BCKPUKHYN CKpy LK.

-- Kak!... Pa3Be HeT Tiopem? -- cnpocun ayx, B NocaegHWin pa3 HaCMeLLINBO NOBTOPSAs COBCTBEHHbIE C/I0Ba
Ckpypnxa: -- pa3Be HeT CMUPUTESNbHbLIX OMOB?

Yacbkl HaYann 6UTb NOJIHOYb.

CKpyAXX NOCMOTPEeN Ha Ayxa, HO fiyxa y>xe He 6bin1o. Mpu nocneaHem 3amMmmpasLuem yaape, CKpyax BCMOMHWA
npegnckasaHue ctaporo [)xakoba Mapnes 1 NogHAN rnasa: NpyU3pak BeNYeCTBEHHOrO BUAA, OKYTaHHbIV B LUMPOKYHO
ofexny C NoKpbIBaJIOM, NOANETaN K HEMY, CKOJb3s MO 3eMJie, Kak nap.

YeTBepTasa cTpoda

Mpun3pak npubamxanca MeaneHHo, BaXKHbIA U MONYaamBbIA. Korga oH 6bin yxxe coBceM nogne, CKpyaX CKJIOHWA
npea HUM KOJIEHO, MOTOMY YTO MPM3pPakK CJIOBHO pa3/nBan BOKPYr cebs B BO34yXe KaKOW-TO MPaYHbIN U1
TaWHCTBEHHbIN y>Kac.

INvHHasa YepHas ofeXxAa COBEPLUEHHO 3aKpbiBaia €ro C rosoBbl 40 HOM U OCTaBAANA CHAPYXXMN TONbKO OfHY
BbITAHYTYIO PYKY: MHa4e ero 6bino Obl 04eHb TPYAHO OTAIMYMTL U OTAENNTb OT FYCThIX TEHEN HOYN.

Cpr,EI,)K 3aMeTWJ, 4TO Npn3pak BbICOKOIro pocCTa, BE/INYABOWN OCaHKW, N YTO TAUHCTBEHHOE €ro NPUCyTCTBUNE
HaBOAWT Ha 4YeJiOBeKa TOp)KeCTBeHHbII7I CTpax n Tpenert.

Ho 6oniee OH HMYEro yXxe He MOr y3HaTb, MOTOMY YTO NPU3paK He FOBOPWJ HY OAHOMO CJIOBA, HE AeNa Hil OJHOM0
LBVKEHNS.

-- BeposATHO, 5 UMEL YeCTb HAaXOAUTLCSA B MPUCYTCTBUM ByayLero npasaHuka? -- cnpocua CKpyax.
Mpu3pak He 0TBEYas, HO He OMyCKas BLITAHYTON BNepea pyKu.
-- Bbl MHe MoKa)xeTe To, YTO J0JKHO CNYYMThCS, HO HE CJIYYUNIOCh €ellle... He NpaBaa an? -- npogosixan CKpyox.

BepxHue ckaaKu YepHo oaexabl Ha MrHOBeHMe cban3nnmnce Mexay coboto, kak 6yaTo npu3pak HakJOHWUN
roJIOBY; HO 3TO ABUXEHMWE BbIN0 ero e AUHCTBEHHLIM OTBETOM.

XOTS U MPUBBIYHLIFA K 0bpallieHnto ¢ Ayxamu, CKpy K, BCE-Taky YyBCTBOBAJ TakKo y)Kac B MPUCYTCTBUN 3TOrO
MOIYa/IMBOr0 NMPW3PaKa, YTO Y HEro APOXKaanN HOrM 1 OH ef1Ba YCTOS Ha HUX, KOr @ NpuroToBMCS C/lefloBaTh 3a
CBOMM BOXaTbIM. [pr3paK 0CTAaHOBUJICS Ha MrHOBEHWE, Kak byaTo xoTen aatb CKpyaxxy Bpems -- cobpaTbCs C
cunamu. Ho BosiHeHUe CKpyaXKa TOIbKO YCUANIOCh, 0COBEHHO, KOrAa OH NoAgyMal, YTO CKBO3b 3TOT YepHbIi CaBaH
Ha Hero yCTpeMmJeHbl HEMOABMXHbIE B30PbI MpK3paKa.

-- Oyx rpagyuwiero! -- BCKPUKHY OH. -- {1 BaC 6otocb bosblUe, Yem BCeEX NPEXHNX NMPpn3pakoB; HO TakK KakK A 3Halo,
4TO Bbl XX€J1laeTe MHe ,u,06pa; TaK KakK HaMepeHune Moe -- NepeMeHnTb o6pa3 XKWN3HN, -4 C 6J'|aFO,EI,apHOCTb}0 roOTOB 3a
BaMu cnefoBaTb... He 3arosopuTe nn Bbl CO MHON?

HeT oTBeTa. TONbLKO BLITAHYTaA pyKa yKasblBaeTe Bnepes.



-- BeguTe meHs! -- ckazan Ckpyax. -- Houb BbICTPO NoABMraeTcs, a f 3Hato, YTO A1 MEHS 3TO BPEMS AparoLeHHO.
Benoute meHs, oyx?

Mpu3pak TakxXe yaanuncs, kak, u npnbnusuncsa. CKpyaxx Cneann 3a HUM, B TEHW ero oaexabl, U eMy Ka3anoch,
4TO 3Ta TE€Hb MOAHMUMAET U YHOCUT ero ¢ coboto.

Henb3a cka3aTb onpefennTesibHO, YTO OHW BOLLJIM B FOPOA: CKOpee ropof BbiMJbll KPYrOM HUX W OXBaTW/ CBOUM
ABWXeHNeM. Bo BCAKOM Cily4ae, OHM 04YTUIUCL B CaMoM cepaue Cutu Ha Grupxke, Mexay HerouraHTaMmu: 6bICTpo
LUHBIPASIM HEroLUaHTLl BO BCE CTOPOHbI, 3BEHENN AEHbraMu B KapMaHax, cobnpanucb B Ky4Ku -- MOTOJIKOBaTb O
fLenax, CMOTPesiM Ha Yackl, 3aa4yM4nBO Nobpakneanm orpoMHbiMM Bpenokamu... n T. 4. -- CIOBOM; BCE Bbln Te Xxe,
KaKUMM TaK YacTo Buaan ux CKpyax.

Mpu3pak oCcTaHOBUICS NoAasie He6ObLIONA rpynmbl 3TUX KanuTanmcTos, 1 CKPYAX, 3aMeTUB HanpaB/ieHne ero
PYKW, TakXKe NoaoLen -- Noc/yLiaTb pa3roBop.

-- HeT, -- roBopw1 BBICOKMWI U TOACTbIN OXXEHT/bMEH C Yy AOBULLHLIM NO0A60POAKOM, -- "BOJIbLLE S HAYErO He 3Hato
3Halo TONbKO, YTO yMep".

-- Korpa?
-- MpoLLSION HOYbIO, KaXKeTCs.

-- KaK oH pacnopsauics CBOMM COCTOSIHUEM? -- CMPOCUI ELLle IXKEHT/IbMEH C HAPOCTOM Ha HOCY, MOXOXUM Ha 306
WHOENCKOro neTyxa.

-- MpaBo, He 3Hal... MoxeT ObiTh, 3aBeLlan ceoemMy ObLLECTBY... BO BCAKOM C/y4ae: He MHE -- BOT 3TO f 3HAK
HaBepHoe.

O6wmnin cMex NpMBETCTBOBAN 3TY LUYTKY.

-- 1 pymaio, 3aroBopu I)KEHT/IbMEH C HAPOCTOM, NOXOPOHbI 060MAYTCS MY He OPOro: €ro HUKTO He 3HaM U1
OXOTHWKOB MPOBOXATb €ro TENI0 HANAETCS He MHOro. Bnpoyem s, noxanyii, noinay: MHe 6bia 6bl TONbKO 3aKycka!

-- Hy, Tak 5 Bcex Bac beckopbiCTHee, rocnoga! -- 3aroBopu OXXEHT/bMEH C ABONHbLIM NOAOOPOAKOM. -- HepHbIX
NnepyaToK 1 HE HoLy, Ha MOXOPOHaXx He 3aKyChiBalo, @ BCE-TakM nonay, XoTb 6e3 npurnalieHuns, n BoT N0YeMy MHe
Ka)KeTCA, YTO NOKOMHUK CYNTaN MEHSA CBOUM UCTUHHBLIM APYroM -- KaK HU BCTPETUTCS, BCEraa noroBopuT...
npowlanTe, rocnoga!

Mpynna paccMesnach 1 cMewanach ¢ apyruMu. CKpy)K y3Han BCeX 3TWUX roCnoA W B3rAsiHYN Ha npu3pak, byaTo
XOTeJ MONPOCUTb Y HEro 06 bACHEHNUS.

Mpr3pak CKosib3HY B HOKOBYIO YIMLY M YKa3an nasibLeM Ha ABYX TOJIbKO YTO BCTPETUBLUNXCS AXKEHT/IbMEHOB.
CKpyZ)K onATb CTas BC/IYLUMBATLCS, B HAAEXAE -- XOTb TYT Y3HATb CJIOBO 3arafKu.

I>KEHTNbMEHOB OH 04€Hb XOPOLLO 3HaJl: 3TO 6blnn aBa 6oraTble NOYTEHHbIE HEFOLUMAHTA, U CKpyZX 0YeHb LeHnn
NX yBaXxeHune K cebe, pa3ymeeTCa, yBaXKeHne B gesiax, MpocTo N NOJIOXNTEJIbHO TOJIBKO B AeNaX.

-- Kak Bbl NoXKnBaeTe? -- FOBOPWJI OL4WH.

-- A Bbl Kak? -- crpalivBan gpyrom.

-- [la xopouwlo. A cTapbli-To "Gobseck" Toro... coBcem paccymtancs... Fm?
-- ToBopuan MHe... A Beflb, He npaBa 1, X0N04HO?

-- Nopa! Mopa Takasa: cBATKW... Bbl, 1 nonarato, He KaTaeTeCb Ha KOHbKax?
-- HU-HU: MHe eCTb KOW 0 4YeM -- Apyrom noaymats... MpowanTte?

W Hn cnoBa 6onblie. TakoBbl 6bIIM UX BCTPEYM, Pa3roBop W MpoLLaHbeE.

Cpr}J,)K CHa4aJla yanBunca, no4emy npnspak npnaoaeT TakKyto BaXXHOCTb NYyCTbIM pa3roBopaMm; HO, BHYTPEHHE
Y6eﬂ,I/IBLLII/ICb, 4TO OOJIXKEH XE TalnTbCA B HUX KaKOﬁ-HM6yﬂb CMbICN, OH CTas pa3ayMbiBaTb MpPoO cebs -- Kakow e 3To
UMEHHO? TpyOHO NPennosioXnTb 4TO6bI BO BCEM 3TOM CKpblBaJICA HaMeK Ha CMepPTb I>xakoba: neno bbino Tak
0aBHO, a NMpun3pak -- MPOBO3BECTHUK 6y,uyu.|,ero. Ha 3HaKoMbIX He Ha KOro noaymaThb... TeM He MeHee, He
COMHeBaAChb, 4TO 30€eCb rOTOBUTCA €My, OJ1A €ro xe 6nara, TaNHCTBEHHbIN YPOK, Cpr,EI,)K pewnnca He 06pOHI/ITb HN



OJIHOr O CJI0BA, HEe NPOMYCTUTL 6e3 BHUMAHMS HU OAHOI0 Maseilero 06CToATeNbCTBA, a FIaBHOE He CMyCKaTb a3
CO CBOEro BTOPOro s, Npu ero nossneHun: CKpy i Obii yBepeH, YTo noBefeHne ero byayliero camoro cebs
NOCAYXXWUT eMy KJIIOYOM K pa3rafke.

CTan OH OThICKMBaTbL caMoro cebs Ha brpxxe, Ho 0bbIYHOE €ro MecTo B JI0OMMOM YroJsiKe BblI0 3aHATO KEM-TO
APYTrUM U, XOTS1 BUp>KeBble Yackl MOKa3biBa v UMEHHO TO BPEMS, KOF[la OH Clofa NosIBNISNICS, OHAKO Xe B
MHOFOYMCSIEHHON TOJINE, TECHMBLLENCSA Ha KPbINbLE 34aHMUsl, He BbII0 HUKOTrO, Masio-MasibCKM MOXOXKEro Ha ero
0coby. 3T0, BMNPOYEM, HUCKOJIbKO €ro He YAMBUI0: OH NoAyMal, YTo, Npu byayliei nepeMeHe B pofie ero XXusHu,
KOHEYHO MEPEMEHUTCS U POJ, 3aHATUN.

Mpu3pak CTOAN NPOTMB HEr0 HEMOABWMXHbLIN, MPayHbI, C BbITAHYTON pykoin. Korga CKpya)K 04HYACH, eMy
MoKa3asioChb, N0 ABVWXXEHWUIO PYKW M NO NPSMOMY MOJI0XKEHWIO NPU3paKa, YTO He3puMble ero rnasa v NpucTasibHo
ycTpeMeHbl Ha Hero! Mpu 3TON MbICAM OH 3aAp0XKas C roJioBbl 0 HOT ...

MOKMHYB LUYMHOE MO30pULLE TOPrOBbIX A& 1 CAENOK, OHU NMEPEHECSIMCh B FIyXO0ii 3aK0YJIOK ropoaa, rae CKpy X
HMKOr i@ He BbIBasl, HO XOPOLLIO 3HaJsl, Mo C/yXaM, Hefobpyto CnaBy NPO 3TOT 3aKOYJOK. [Psi3HbIE, Y3KUE YANLbI;
NaBYOHKM U JOMULLKK; 0ObIBAaTENN -- NMOJyHArne, nNbsiHblie, Ha 60Cy HOry -- 0TBPATUTESbHbIE... TEMHbIE, KPbITblE
XO[bl, CJIOBHO CTOYHbIE TPYObl, N3BEPraan B NABUPUHT YNULL -- N XKWUbLIOB, U UX YAYLNBOK 3anax; BeCb KBApTa
Abllan NPecTynaeHneMm, rpsisbio, HULETOL.

Ha camom iHe 3TOro norosa BMAHENACh, NOJ BbICTYMHBIM HABECOM, XXeJiIe3Has aBoYKa: )Keneso, TpAnku, butoe
CTEKJI0, KOCTW, YEPENKM NOCYAbl, p>KaBble KJ04K, 6€33ybble Nnibl, 3aCOBbI, YallKW BECOB, FMpY -- BCEro B Hel Bbio.
[HekoTopble noapobHOCTM pacckasa Y. [IMKKeHCa BbiMyLEeHbl HAMK, MOTOMY YTO Ha HUX NEXWUT HEMOHATHBINA,
HernepeaaBaeMblll 60bLUNMHCTBY YATATENEN, YACTO IOHAOHCKNIA KONOpUT. OT 3TOro BbiMyCKa, N0 KpaliHEMY Hallemy
ybexxaeHunto, pacckas TePSET HEMHOIO0... pa3yMeeTcs ans ceaTon Pycu.]

Mo>XeT bbITb, B 3TOM BOPOXE 3aMaC/IEHHOIr0 TPSANbs U KOCTEN KPbIJIMCh Takne TalHbl, 4TO yylle Obl X U He
3HaTb.

Mepen BCelO 3TOKO APSAHLIO CUAEN FOCNOANH, NeT CEMUAECATUN, CEAO0M 1 0BPIO3rbIi; cuien 3a AbIpSBON
3aHaBECKOW, NOBUCLUEN Ha OKHE 1 NOKYPUBAN KOPOTEHbKYIO TPpyBoUKy, Hacna)kAasCb NOAHLIM 0AUHOYECTBOM.

CKpYAX W Npu3pak NpeacTanun Npes Hero -- Kak pa3 B TO MrHOBEHWeE, KOra B JIaBOYKY LIATHYNaCb KaKas-To
XKEHLLMHA, C TSHXKENbIM y3/10M Ha cniuHe. CNefoM 3a Hell Bowia Apyras XeHLMHa, C TaKiM e Y3/10M, U KakKOW-TOo
MY>K4YMHa, B Y€PHOM MOHOLLUEHHOM MnaTbe. Bce oHW BUAMMO U3yMUANCH, yBUAEB APYT Apyra. Mocne HeCKONbKMNX
MIHOBEHUI HEA0YMEHWS, Pa3ieNIeHHOr0 1 X035MHOM, BCE OHU PAaCXOXOTasIUCh.

-- CTynawnTe, CTynante B 3aJy! -- NPOroBOpPWJI XO351H.

-- Hy -- BOT, -- CKa3ana nepBas XeHwWwnHa. Y1o? 66l eMy He NOCTYNUTb, Kak Bce fobpbie noamn? B3sn 6l cecTpy
Munocepamns: 6u1a10 6bl, MO KPAMHOCTK, KOMY rNa3a 3aKpbiTb... A TO -- OKOJIeN B CBOEW KOHYpe, 4To cobaka... la 4To
TyT?... Pa3Bsa3biBan-ka mown y3en, [xon!

Ho CTaprIh [>xoln cHavana pa3BAa3all y3eJ10K MYyX4YUHbI -- MOTUJIbLLINKG; OH HE 6611 NOABEMUCT: NeYaTKa - apyras,
KapaHAalHWK, ABe PYKaBHbIE€ 3alOHKK, rpoLlloBas 6ynaBKa -- BOT U BCE... CTapI/IK Ixon ocMoTpen KaXkabli
npeaoMeT Nopo3Hb N OTMETUN MEJZIOM Ha CTeHe I'IpI/ICTOI7IHy}O Ka>XXJoMy npeamMeTy CyMmmy.

-- BOoT 4TO 2 MOry Bam AaTb, CKa3as OH, U -- )KapbTe MEHS Ha MaJIeHbKOM OrOHbKE -- LLeCTN NeHCOB He npubasnio...
KTo Tam?

Ha o4yepenw 6binm aBe "namsbl".

-- MNepepn namamu g BCcerpaa -- nac! -- rosopus [)Kon, NpuHMUMasn oT BTOPOW NOCETUTENbHULbI CKaTepTb, CangeTKuy,
napy nnatbs, ABE CTapWHHbIE YalHble JIOXKEYKM, CaxapHble WKLl U CKOJIbKO-TO Canoros.

-- Mepepn famamm § BCerpa nac, -- 1 370 -- Mos c1abocTb!... BoT Baww cyeT... ECin Bbl 3anpocuTe AeHexXKy
npubaBkK, s NPUHYXAeH Byay CKUHYTb C NEPBON MOEW OLLEHKMN.

-- Hy, Tenepsb, Oxon! pa3ssxu Mo y3en! -- ckaszana nepas noceTuTenbHuLa.
KoM CTan Ha KosIeHW, pa3BsA3ajl MHOXKECTBO Y3/10B, U BbITALLWI KYCOK KaKOWN-TO TEMHON MaTepuu.

-- 410 3707 -- CAPOCKUI OH. -- [loCcTesNbHbIe 3aHaBeCKK?



-- KoHe4Ho! -- 0TBeYana Co CMEXOM XEHLUUHa.

-- He moxeT e 6bITb, 4T06bI Bbl MX CHAAN NPUN HEM?
-- Moyemy xe?

-- Hy!... Bbl poxxzeHbl 6oraykon, u bygeTe...

-- Y10 Ke? Y MeHs pyKa He LpOrHeT... COBepLUeHHO XJIafLHOKPOBHO CrpocKsia NpoAasLLMLIa: Hey)Kesin 30aK0ro
KaneTtb?

-- Tak 3TO ero 3aHaBeCKU 1 NPOCTbIHW?
-- A 4ybK xe? He 6omwbCs K Thl, 4TO OH HACMOPK CXBATUT?

-- 9 Haflel0Cb, YTO OH He yMep 0T KakoW-HUby b 3apa3uTefibHon 6one3HN... MM? -- CMPOCKA CTapbii [)kon,
NoLHMMas ronoBy.

-- He 6ownTech, [)xon! Heyxxenn g Tak rayna, 4Tobbl C HUM cBA3anach, ecnv 6bi?... O! Bbl MOXXeTe BbIBOPOTUTL
HaW3HaHKy 1 HaanUo 3Ty pyballKy: MOry BaM OTBETUTb, YTO XOpOLUa -- Tyywwas ero pybaluka... Cnasa 6ory, 4To 1
noasepHynace: 6e3 meHs 6bl nponano...

-- 4YT0? Takoe nponano? -- CNpoCcua CTapuk Ixon.

-- [1a BOT 4TO: MOXOPOHWIN 6ol ero, HaBepHOoe, B aTOoN py6aLUKe; -- 0OTBE€TWNa OHa, CMEACH: MO MOEMY, -- HE TaK:
rocnoonHy I'IOKOI7IHI/IKy BCE PaBHO B YEM JiIEXXaTb: B KOJIEHKOPE WUJ1X B MOJIOTHE...

CKpyAX eABa-efiBa AOC/yLIaN 3TOT pa3roBop.
Boobule Bce MuUa Ka3anncb eMy AeMOHaMK, NpernaprupoBaBLLIMMK, Hanepeboii, Yer-To Tpyn.

OH OTLWATHYACS B yXKace, M0 CLieHa NepeMeHnach, U OH efie-efie He MpUKacascs K KposaTu, 6e3 3aHaBecok: Ha
KPOBaTW, NoJ AbIPABOA NPOCThIHEN, 1€XKAJI0 YTO-TO, MOHATHOE TOJIbKO HA CTPALLUHOM 3blKe CMEpTH.

KomHaTa 6blfla 04eHb TEMHA, C/IMLLIKOM TeMHa, 4Tobbl pa3rnageTb B Hel ‘-ITO-HI/I6y,£I,b, X0TA Cpr}J,)K n BNMnBascsa B
3TOT NOJIiyMpaK NbITINBbIMK B30pPaMu. bnegHbIN CBET N3BHE Magan NnpAMO Ha KpOoBaTb, rAe eXas Tpyn 3Toro
obHa)keHHoro, orpa6neHHoro, BCEMUN NMOKNHYTOr0, HUKEM HE OrNJlakKnBaemMoro h HUKeM He CTOPOXX1UMoro NOKOWMHWKaA.

CKpyZ>K nornsgen Ha ayxa; ToT yKa3biBan eMy najibLeM Ha rofioBy MepTaeLa. CaBaH Obl1 HAKMHYT Tak
HebpeXXHO, YTO CTOMI0 TONbKO MPUTPOHYTHLCA NasibLEeM, -- U BCE NNLLO MOKONHMKa Ob1no 6bl Ha BMAY. CKpyaXX 3T0
noHaA; Bb1710 Y HEro AaXke U NOMNoJSI3HOBEHWE -- MOAHATh CaBaH, Aa... CUjbl He XBAaTUIO.

0, X0N0[1HOE -- X0/I0AHOE, CTPALLHOE Nyrano -- cMepThb! Bo3aBurai 34ech TBOW XXEPTBEHHUKU, OKPYXKal X BCEMU
TBOVMM Y)KacaMU: Tbl 3leCb NoSHas BAaablumual... Ho, ecnm Tl Nagellb Ha lobKMyIo, YTUMYIO U KOMY-TO A0POTYO
rOJIOBY, HE BAACTHA Tbl HY B €AMHOM BOJIOCKE C 3TOW ro/1oBbl. He To, 4Tobbl 3Ta pyka He nafana 6e3)KM3HeHHO
TSXKEJ0, He TO, YTODObl He CMOJIK 3TOT MYJIbC, HET! -- HO, 3Ta pyKa bblBasa packpbiTa YECTHO, TEMJIO U BEIMKOYLIHO
A5 BCAKOr0; HO 3TO cepaue 6,1aropoiHo, ropsyo 1 HEXHO BUN0Ch B FpyaN...

Pa3u, pa3u, becnowagHas cMepTb. TBOU yAapbl TWETHbI: 3@ MAMOJIETHOI XU3HMIO -- BeccmepTue!..
HVKTO He Npon3Hec 3TUX cNoB; HO CKPYAX UX CAbIWaN, FSAA Ha KPOBaTb.

-- Ecnn 6bl 3TOT YenoBek 0XWA... -- nogyman CKpyox, -- 4To bbl OH ckazan npo ceoe bbinoe? CKynocCTb, YEPCTBOCTb
cepiua, xaxga npuobpeTeHuns, -- BOT OHU K 4eMy npuBoaaT!

M BOT OH, BOT OH -- JIEXUT B NYCTOM MPA4yHOM [OME: HET HN MY>XXUYUHbI, HA XXEHLLWHbI, HA pe6eHKa, 4YTO MOru Bbl
CKa3aTb: OH MHe NoMor Torga-To n Torna-To, U 4 eMy oTrnJia4yy B CBOIO o4epenb, XO0TA 6bl 3a paayLiHoe CsioBoO.

Hukoro He 6b110. ToNbKO B ABepb CKpebnach KOLWKa, Aa N04 HanosIbHOW KaAMEHHOW HAaCTUIKOW KaMesbKa Fpbi3/in
4TO-TO TaKoe KpbICbl. V1 4TO UM BbI1I0 HY>KHO B 3TO MOXOPOHHON KOMHaTe? [13-3a Yero Tak 6eCHOBannCh OHU?...
CKpy>X He 0OCMeNnNCca aaxe n nogymatb 06 3ToMm...

-- Oyx! ckasan oH: 3Ta KOMHaTa y>kacHa. [NokuHyBs ee 1 He 3abyay AaHHOr0 MHe ypoka... [loBepbTe... 1 -- MoCKopee
npoys!

Mpr3pak BCE-TakM yKa3biBas CBOUM HEMOABUXXHLIM MasibLiEM Ha rooBy Tpyna.



-- 4l BaC noHMMalo, ckasan CprJJ,)K, 1 cgenan 6l To, 4TO Bbl XOTUTE, ecain Bbl Mor... Ho Y MeHA CUNbl HET... CUJIbI
HeT y MeHs, Oyx!... [loKa)Xute MHe l4T0-HI/I6y,IJ,b TakKoe, rge CMepTb HanyTCTBYETCA HEXHbIMA cnesamu?...

Mpu3pak NpoMyan ero no 3HaKOMbIM ynMLaM, U OHW Bo AW B oM 6egHoro Boba KpaTtyuTta. Fope CTykHyn0 eMy B
LBEPU: YMEP ero MUsblii, 60NbHON, XPOMEHbKUIA CbiH, KOTOPOro BCErAa HOCK OH Ha Meye, yMep ero Musbli --
MUAbIA TUHW-TUM. MaTb 1 OCTallbHble LeTV CULENN y KaMesbKa... OHW Bbiv CNOKONHBI, 04€Hb CMOKOMHBI.
ManeHbKune, WyMnBble KpaTYnThl OKaMeHeNn B yrofike U He CNyCKanu rna3 co cBoero ctapluero bpata MeTpa u ¢
pa3BepHyTON nepes HUM KHUMM. MaTb 1 AEBOYKM LLININ YTO-TO TaKoe.

Bcsa cembs 6blna COBEPLUEHHO CMOKOMHA.
"N nocTaBun OH Cpegmn HMUX oTpoka".

Ipe cnblwan CKpyaX 3T CoBa?.. HO ClibiLan OH UX He BO CHe. BeposiTHo, npoyen nx Bcayx MeTp, korfa CKpyox
1 oyx nepecTynann nopor... Ho oTyero xe lMeTp nepectan YuTaThb?

Ero MaTb nonoxuna paboTy Ha CTONMK U 3aKpblia ANLO pyKaMu.
-- KaxkeTca, oTeu? -- cka3asla OHa HEMHOro norogs, u nobexxana HaBcTpeyy ceoemy begHoMy boby.

bo6 Bowen B CBOEM Hepa3nyyHOM "HOCOMPATE", -- 1 XOPOLLO, 4YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 C HUM He pa3nyydancs. MogorpeThin
B KaMeJibKe Yall MogHecna eMy YyTb He BCSA CeMbS, HanepepbiB. 06a ManeHbkne KpaTunTa BCkapabkanncb emy Ha
KONEHW, N KaXXAbI MPUXKaCs LWEYKON K ero LWekKe, C/I0BHO BbiroBapueas: He aymai 06 3Tom, naneHbkal... He
oropyamncs.

B0o6 6bin1 04eHb Bece, MoxBaana paboTy »XXeHbl 1 CKa3aJsl, YTO BEPOSATHO OHa MOCMNEeeT paHblle BOCKPECEHbS?
-- BockpeceHbsi! CTano 6biTh, -- Tbl HaBeAbIBAACS CerofiHs Tyaa, PobepT? -- cnpocuna XeHa.

-- la. MHe 04eHb Xanb, 4TO TebS He 6biNo... MECTO OT/IMYHOE -- BCE 3e/1eHb KPYroM... Bnpoyem, Thl eLle
yBUOWLWD... 5 eMy obewan, 4yT1o byy X0AnTb K HEMY TYSTb N0 BOCKPECEHbAM... befHbI MO, MUbIN Mol pebeHok!
-- KpuKHyn bob.

M 6e3 yoepxxy 3anuacs cnesamum...

TOpOI'I)'IVIBO BbllLles1 OH U3 KOMHaTbl N MOAHANCA B BEPXHEE XKWJIbe, OCBELLEHHOE U y6paHHoe LUBeTaMu
no-npasgHu4yHomy. NpoTrnB KpoBaTK MEPTBOro pe6eHKa CTOANO KPEeCJio M -- Ka3aJ10Cb, TOJIbKO 4YTO TOJIbKO BCTasn C
Hero KTo-T0. bob npucen, B CBOK o4epenb, nocngen n BCtali, BCTasa, nouenoBasa XxonogHoe, Muaoe JIN4NKo, 1
CnNyCcTuncsa BHUS3...

BbicTpo-6bICTPO yM4an CKpyaXxa 13 3TO KOMHaTbI MPU3PaK U HUFAe He OCTaHaBANBAsCS, MoKa caM CKpyax He
CKasan:

-- MocTonTel... BOT ABOP 1 AOM, 4ABHO MHE 3HAKOMbIE... MO3BOJIbTE MHE MOCMOTPETL -- YHEM 5 [O/IKEH BbITb?
Mpu3pak 0CTaHOBUACS; HO pyKa ero bblfa BbITSHYTa N0 APYroMy HanpaB/eHuIo.
-- [la BeOb BOT rae fowM, -- 3ameTus1 CKpyLK, -- 3a4eM e Bbl MeHS MaHuUTe fanblie?

HeymonuMbIin nanew npuspaka He U3MeHs CBOEro NonoxxeHuns. CKpyaxx nocnewHo nobexan K oKHy CBoen
KOHTOPbI W 3arNsiHYJ1 BHYTPb: KOHTOPA M 0CTasiacb KOHTOPOW, -- TOJIbKO He ero. Wl mebnupoBka bbina apyras, n B
Kpecnax cupen He oH. Mpu3pak BCé yKa3biBas PyKOK Kyda-To...

CKpyo X COBCEM MOTEPS FOJIOBY M MEPEHECCS CO CBOUM BOXXaTbIM K KaKON-TO »Xene3Hon pelleTke. -- Ewle He
nepecTynas 3a Hee, OH OrJIAHYJICA KpYroMm... Knagbuuwe! TyT-To, BEPOATHO, 1 NIEXNT, N04 HECKONIbKUMU yTamu
3eMJI1, TOT HECYaCTHBIN, Ybe 3arafgodHoe nms CKpyoK cenyac e y3HaeT. En-bory, xopolweHbkoe 6b1i10 MecTo:
KPYrOM CTeHbl COCEAHUX LOMOB: NO 3eMe AepPH WU COPHble TPaBbl; MOrMA-MOrA CTOJSIbKO, TaK YTYYHUN OHUN 3eMJIIO,
YTO TOLIHO CTaHoBUTCS... CnaBHOe MecTeyKo!...

[yx nokasasn Ha o4Hy Moruay -- CKpya>X nogowes K Hel 1 npoyen:
-- "9OB3He3ep CkpyLx".
-- Tak 370 91 ceba-To BUAEN Ha CMEPTHON KPoBaTW? -- KPUKHYN CKPYAXK, YyNaB Ha KOJIEHMU.

[yx yKa3an najbLiem Ha Hero u Ha Moruny, NnOTOM -- Ha MOTrUY U Ha Hero.



-- HeT, oyx, HeT-HeT-HeT!
Maney gyxa 6yaTo 3aCTbifl B O4HOM U TOM XKe MONOXKEHUN.

-- Oyx! -- BCKpnKHYN CKpy O, BUENUBLUMCL B NaThe NPU3paka, BbICYLLIANTE MEHS; A Y)Ke He TOT YEJIOBEK, He
byny TeM 4enoBeKOM, KakiM Bblal 0,0 BCTPEYM C BaMU... 3a4EM XKE Bbl MHE MOKA3bIBAETE BCE 3TO, €CN AN MEHS YXKe
HeT Hagexabl?

B nepB.hbIii pa3 WeBebHYacb PyKa Npu3paka.

-- Nobpbint ayx! -- npogomxan CKpyaX, NeXaBLINA HAYKOM: -- MOXO4AaTalNCTBYNTE 3a MEHS, CMUYATEChb Ha4o
MHOI. YO0CTOBEPbTE MEHSA, YTO A MOTYy NepenHavynTh BCe 3TK 06pa3bl, eCn NepenHady MO XNU3Hb?

Mpu3pak 61aroCKJOHHO MaxHyJ1 PYKOA.

-- OTo BCero cepaua byany 4TuTb 9 CBATKK, 1 Byay XAaTb UX KPYT bl rof. byay XWTb B MPOLLIOM, B HACTOSALLEM U
B OyayLleM: BCe Bbl TPU AyXa Aann MHe He3abBeHHble YyPOoKU... O! CKaXKUTe MHe, YTO i MOy CTEePETb 3TY HaAMNWUCh C
MOrUJIbHOrO KaMHA?

CKpYAXX 0THasHHO yXBATWJICA 3a PYKY Mpu3paka: pyka BbICKOIb3HYMa 66110, HO CKpY)K CAABU ee, Kak Kielamu;
0LHaKO e npu3pak Bcé ewe bbin cunbHee CKpyaXKa, U OTTONKHYN ero.

MonHsB 0be PYKN B nocnegHen monbbe 06 n3meHeHnn cBoen y4acTtn, CprJJ,)K 3aMETWJI, 4TO oAeXAbl AyXa
CTaHOBATCA TOHbLUIE U TOHbLUE, N CaM AYX NOCTENEHHO rlpeo6pa>KaeTc51, n rlpeo6pa3|/u1c;| B 3aHaBECHbI CTONBUK
nocrenu.

MaTaa cTpodha

JencTBUTENbHO -- 3TO bbIN1 3aHaBeCHbI CTONBMK. [a. U cTonbuk Hag cobcTBeHHON nocTenbio CKpyaxKa, 1 fJaxe B
cobcTBeHHOM cnanbHe Ckpyaxa. MNepen HUM Bbi LeNbIn AeHb -- ONPaBUTLCSA U NepeMEHNTL 06pa3 XMU3HN.

-- byZy XuTb B NPOLUSIOM W B HACTOALLEM... -- TOBTOPWA CKPYOXK, COCKaKMBas C noctenu. -- Bpesanncb MHe B
naMaTb TPU AYXOBHble ypoka. O, Ix3kob Mapnen! la cBATUTCA Npa3gHMK PoxxaecTsa XpuUCToBa.

-- He cHATbI OHK, He cHATLI! -- npoaomkan CKpyax, 0bHMMas C pblaaHNeM NocTesbHbIE 3aHaBeckn. W Konbua
uensbl... 1 Bc&, 4yTo 5 BuAen, -- rpesal... OH Man 1 nepeMumHan naaTbe, Cam He MOHUMas -- YTO genaerT.

-- boxxe mon! -- roBopw OH, CxBaTKB B 06€ PyKW YyJIKN 1 CTAHOBSACL C HUMW B N03Y JIaOKOOHa, OMNNETEHHOr0
3MesamMu. -- Focnoau! g nerye nyxa, c4acTaneee 6eCnnOTHOrO Ayxa, Becenee LWKOAbHUKA, NbsHee BUHal... C
npasfHvkom! Bcex nMeto 4ecTb No34paBuTb C NpasaHukom!... 3! kto Tam! Ay!... Fo-ro-ro!...

OOHUM MPbIXXKOM nepecko4nsi oH U3 CnaJibHN B rOCTUHYO N OCTaHOBWUJICA B Hew, 3anblXaBLUNCh.

-- BOT 1 KacTptofibKa C Kalunuen! -- kpuyan oH. -- BOT 1 ABepb, CKBO3b HEE Xe NMPOHUK npuspak Mapnes! BoT u
YrosoK, rae cuaen HolHewHun CovenbHmK! BOT 1 OKOLWKO, OTKyAa A CAeAnn 3a rpewHbiMn gylwaMu: BCé Ha MecTe,
BCE B nopsfke... Xa-xa-xa-xa!

M 370 6b1S10 TaK... 1N YenoBeka, He CMeABLUErocs CTONIbKO JIET, 3TOT CMeX 6bi TOPXXeCTBEHHO BeIMKON1eneH, 6bIn
pOLOHaYalbHUKOM HECKOHYaeMbIX MOKATOB CO? CMeXa.

-- He 3Hato 51 -- Kakoe y Hac cerogHsa 4ynucno? -- npogonxkan CKpyax. -- He 3Halo -- CKOJIbKO BpeMeHU NpoBen 1
Mexay OyxoB. Huyero He 3Hato: 5 NpocTo pebeHok... M Kak bbl MHe X0Tenocb BbiTb ManeHbKUM pebeHKoM... IR, ran,
rom, rn'...

Ero BocTopr 6bl1 yMepeH LIepKOBHbBIMI KOJIOKOJIaMK, Nepe3BaHNBaBLUMIMMN BO BCE TSXKKME:
"OVHW-OUHN OoH-b6ym, Bym! OnHb AWMHbL O0H, 6yMm, 6ym, 6ym! [loH, AUHbL-O0H, Bym"!

-- OTAnyHo! OTAnYHO! -- nokpmkuean CKpya)K; noabexan K OKOLWKY W FASHYN Ha yauuy. He 66110 HM U3MOpOo3u, HK
TyMaHa: 6bi1n FICHI::IVI, CBeXUn neHeEK, OONH N3 TeX, YTO BECENAT U YKPEennaoT, N TOHAT KPOBb MO XWJlaM B
"nnscoByto”. 3010T0e CoMHLE; ronyboe HeBO; KONOKObHbBIN TPE3BOH... OTAnMYHO! OTAMYHO!...

-- Kakon cerogHs aeHb? -- KPUKHYN Cpr,EI,)K N3 OKOLWKa KaKOMY-TO BEPOATHO Ha HEro e 3arndneslemMycs
MaJib4uLlKe.



-- Y7107 -- CNPOCKA U3YMJIEHHBIN ManbYuK.
-- Kakon cerogHs aeHb, ronybymnk? -- nostopmn CKpyox.
-- CerogHs? -- elle pa3 Cnpocus MajbyukK. -- la cerogHs -- PoxxaecTso.

-- PoxxpectBo! -- nogyman CKpyn. -- Ctano 6biTb, s €ro He noteps. [yxu ycTpounu Bcé B 0fHY HoYb. OHM BCE
MOrYT CAENaTb -- KTO XKe B 3TOM COMHeBaeTCs? -- BCE MOryT...

-- 21n-31, nobe3HbIn?

-- Hy, 4TO? -- OTBETWJI MaJIb4UK.

-- 3Haellb Tbl MACHYIO N1aBKY Ha Yrjy BTOPOW yauubl?
-- KoHe4Ho.

-- YMHbI pebeHok! -- 3ameTun npo cebs Ckpyax. -- PebeHok 3amevaTenbHbIi... He 3Haelb v Thbl: NpoaaHa, nin
HeT, NHAEKa -- He MaNleHbKas, a KoTopas nobonbLue?

-- Al 9T0 Taka#, 4To C MeHsa bygeT?

-- BocxmutnTenbHbin pebeHok! -- npowenTtan Ckpyax. C HAM 1 pa3roBapuBaTth nt06o0... -- Hy, 3Ta caMas, KOTeHo4eK
Thbl MOIA!

-- He npopgaHa eule.
-- B camoMm pene?.. -- nongmn xe -- Kynu.
-- LUyTHKK! -- 0TBETUN MaNbyuK.

-- HeT, -- ckazan CKpya)K: -- 1 FoBOPIO He WyTA. Kynn 1 CKaxku, 4Tobbl npuHecsn Ko MHe. 1 fam agpec -- Kyaa ee
OTHeCTW. 3axBaTy ¢ coboto Kakoro-HMbyab MasnbynkKa 13 naBkK, 1 BOT -- Tebe WUAAuHr. "ECAn Thbl Yepes NATb MUHYT
BEPHEeLLbCA C MOKYMKoto, 1 Tebe gam ewe".

Manbyunilka noneTen HeobroHHoOM CTPENOW.

-- 1 3Ty MHAENKyY nowto K boby KpatumTy, -- wenTtan CKpyaX, NOTMpPas pykn 1 CMesChb: -- OH N He Y3HAeT -- OT
koro? OHa BABOe Tosille TUHK-TUMa... 5 yBepeH, 4To bob nonMeT 3Ty WyTKY...

OH Hanucan appec HECKOJIbKO APOXKABLUEK PYKOW, U COLWEN BHW3, HA BCTPEYY NpUKasynka n3 MacHON naBku. EMy
Bpocuncs B rnasa ABEPHON MOJIOTOK.

-- Bcto moto xun3Hb byay g ntobutb Teba! -- ckazan CKpyaxX, nornaane MosIOTOK. -- I 0o cux nop g He 3amMeyan
erol... A Kakoe 4eCTHOe Bblpa)keHne BO BCEN ero un3noHoMuun... OX Tbl Mo [06pbIA, MON N3SLLHBIA MONIOTOK! A BOT
N nHpenka!'... gakas-To Bbl! Are-re-re-re! "C npasgHUKOM UMEEM 4eCTb NO34paBuTh"!..

W To4yHo -- 6bblna cebe nHpenka'...

He Bepto 5, 4TobbI 3TO NEpHaToe Aep>Kanocb Koraa-nmbo Ha Horax, OHW NMOASOMUANCH Obl MNOL HIM, Kak
CypryyHble nanoyku. "[a Beab BOT 4TO: BaM He cHeCTM ee B KamAeH-TOoyH, cka3an CKpyoK: Haao B3saTb K36" [K36 --
He4yTo BpoAe KabpuoneTa, T. €. ABYXKOJECHOW TapaTanku, Nan Tenexku.].

Bcé 370 6b110 NPOroBOPEHO CO CMEXOM; CO CMEXOM )K€, C BECEJIbIM CMEXOM, pacnaaTnacs CKpyLX U 3a UHLENKY 1
3a K36, CO CMeXOM fan AeHbI MasbyuKy, 1, 3aAblIXasiCb, U CMEYMCh 10 CNe3, ynan B CBOE KPecso.

MoTom oH BbIBpUAICA, 04eNCca B yyllee CBOE NaTbe, W BbiLLEN NPorynaTeCs no yanuam. Ha yanuax bbeina ryctas
Tonna; CKpyaxX rnsfen Ha Bcex CaMo0BOJIbHO, 3a/10KWUJT PYKY 3a CMIMHY, Tak CaMOA0BOJIbHO, YTO TPOe-4eTBepo
NMPOXOXXMNX 3eBaK HE yAEPXaanCb U NPUBETCTBOBAJIM €ro C/IoBaMu: "34paBCcTBYMTE, rocnognH! C npa3gHMKOM
MMeeM 4eCTb Nno3apaBuTh"!

He ycnen oH NponNTW HECKOJIbKO LLAroB, Kak HaBCTpeYy eMy nonasncs TOT U3ALWLHbIA OXXEHT/IbMEH, YTO HakaHyHe
NPUXOANN K HEMY B KOHTOPY C BONPOCOM: "CKpyx 1 Mapnen kaxeTtca"? CKpya)X CMyTuACsa Bbi1o; HO TOTYHAC Xe
OMpPaBWUJICA N CKa3asl, B34B NOYTEHHOrO AXKEHT/IbMEHa 3a 06e pyku:

-- Kak Bbl NoxxusaeTe, C3p? Hagetoch, 4TO BYepa, K YeCTu Ballei, Bblhancs geHek? C npa3fHWKOM MO3BOJbTE Bac
nosapasuTb, c3p!



-- Muctep Ckpynx?

-- [la. BoloCb, 4TO 3TO NPO3BMLLE HE COBCEM A5 BaC NpMATHO? 03BO/IbTE MHE N3BUHUTLCA: He ByaeTe fn Bbl Tak
£06pbl, 4T0... (CKpyOX CKazaa NOYTEHHOMY OXKEHT/IbMEHY HECKOJIbKO C/1I0B Ha YXO.)

-- Focnopgu! Heyxenn? -- CNPOCWJI, 3a4blXasCb AXXeHTbMeH. Jllobe3Hbii Mo MucTep CKPyaXK, Bbl FOBOPUTE He
wyTa?

-- be3o Bcaknx wyTok! -- oTBeYan CKpyaX. -- 1 ynnavmsato CTapblil LOAM, €Cn MUAOCTL Bawa byaer --
NPUHATBL?...

-- MunocTuBbIf rocynapb! -- nepebun Ckpynxa cobeceHuK, fpY>XeCKn TPSACS ero 3a PyKy: S He 3Halo -- Kak 1
XBa/MTb Takoe BEJINKOE...

-- Pagu bora, Hu cnoBa 6onee! -- ocTaHoBWA ero CKpyax. -- 3ax04unTe KO MHE... Bellb Bbl 3aliieTe, He NpaBaa aun?
-- 0! 6e30 BCSKOro COMHEHNS! -- BCKPUKHYN ybeanTenbHO CTapblil FOCNOANH.

-- bnarogapto, -- ckazan CkpypxX. -- 1 Bam 6eckoHeyHo 0643aH, 1 TbiCAYy pa3 NpuHoLwy Moo 6narofapHoOCTb.
"MpowanTe". 3awen oH B LLlepKOBb; Npobexxan no yanuam; pa3gan Maabynkam HECKOSIbKO JIErKNX LLESTYKOB Mo
roJIOBaM; U3yMUCS MPUATHOCTU CBOEW MPOryaKK, a NONOAYOHWN Hanpasua CTOMbI K AOMY MJEMSAHHUKA.

Pa3 gBeHagLaTb NpoLles OH MAMO 3HAKOMOW ABEPU, U He peluancsd BoNTU. HakoHel ocMenmnacs 1 nocTy4ancs.
-- loma x035uH, ronybyuwka? -- cnpocun CKpyaXK y CNYXXaHKW: -- Kakas »Xe Tbl XopolleHbkas, en bory!...

-- Ooma, cap!

-- ['oe e, Mmmnalka?

-- B cTonoson, cap, ¢ MucTpucc... ECim no3eonanTe, S BaC NPOBOXY.

-- Cnacnbo: OH MeHs 3HaeT, -- oTBeTUN CKPYA)K, Haneras Ha pyyky 3amka. -- 9 u cam Bonay.

MpuoTBOPWA ABEPb Y NPOCYHY B HEE rOJI0BY.

tOHasa YeTa ocMaTpuBana HakpbITbIA NO-NPa3gHNYHOMY CTON...

-- ®pep! -- npounsHec CKpyoX.

-- Focnoamn Mo 6oxe! -- Kak B3APOrHyia HapeyeHHas ero naeMsHHuua! CKpyaxx v no3abblsl, Kak OHa cuaena B
Kpecse, NosoXuB HOrv Ha TabypeT: MHayve OH He ocMenncs bbl BOWTW Tak HEYasHHO.

--[ocnogun! -- BCKpUKHYyNb Oped: -- Aa KTO )Ke 3TO Tam?
-4, a, TBoN gansa Ckpyox... Obenatb npuLLen... MOXXHO BONTK?

BoT 6b11 Bonpoc! ®pef 4yTb-4yTb €MY PYKU HE BbIBUXHYJI, BTaCKMBas €ro B CTOJI0BYI0. Yepes NsiTb MUHYT CKpy X
Obin Kak goMa. Huyero He Morso 6biTb pagyLiHee NpMeMa ero nAeMsHHUKa U NAeMAHHULbI. TOYHO TakxXe
nocTynuan, Korga npubsinn n Tonnep, U NoJIHEHbKas cecTpuua, 1 BCe npoyne rocTu. Kakoe, yansnTenbHoe
06LecTBO, Kakasi yauBMTENbHas Urpa B (haHTbl, Kakoe y-An-Bu-TeNb-Hoe Becenve.

Ha npyroi aeHb CKpyAXX paHoO npuLlen B CBOIO KOHTOPY, -- 0! paHbIM-paHo... EMy TONIbKO 1 XOTeNoch -- NpunTH
paHblie boba KpaTynTa 1 yIM4UTb €ro Ha MecTe NpecTymnieHuns.

Tak emy 1 yganock! Yackl Npo3BoHWAN AeBSATh -- boba HeT; AeBAThb C YETBEPTHLIO -- BCE HeT boba. 606 ono3gan
BOCEMHaLaTb MUHYT C MOJI0BMHOK. CKPYOXX Cuaen B paCTBOPEHHOW ABepM, 4Tobbl Slyylle BUAETb, Kak bob
OMyCTWTCS B CBOW KONOAE3b.

Ewe He pacTBopss ABepw, Bob CHAN WAsSNY M HOCOMPSAT; @ NOTOM, BO MFHOBEHMWE 0Ka, 04y TWUJICS Ha CBOEM
TabypeTe 1 Tak NycTua nepo no bymare, Kak 6yaTo X0TeN AOrHaTh yieTeBlUMe AEBATb YacoB.

-- 91, rocnoamnH! -- KpukHyn CKpyax, nonagas no-s03M0OXHOCTU BEPHO B CBON NMPEXHUN TOH: -- YTO TaK MO34HO?
-- MHe o4eHb HenpusaTHO, cap! -- ckazan bob. -- A HeMHOXXKO ono3aan.
-- Onospann! -- npogonxan CKpyax. -- MHe 0eNCTBUTENIbHO Ka)KeTCs YTO Bbl ono3ganu. MNoxanynte-Ka coga...

-- Pa3z B roay, cap! -- 3ameTun pobko bob, Bbine3as M3 CBOEro Konoaess. -- bosblle He CAyYUTCA... 3arynsan s



BYEpPA HEMHOXKO, C3p!...

-- 9T0 BC& XOpOLUO, -- Cka3an CKpyaX, -- HO A LO/DKEH BaM, JIlo6e3HbIA Apyr, 3aMeTUTb, YTO He MOry TepneTb
Takux becnopsifikos. A cnepoBaTesibHO, NpubaBua OH, BCKOYMB C TabypeTa 1 ToNKHyB nof 6ok boba Tak, 4To OH
OT/IeTeN K CBOEMY KO0 e3t0, CNefloBaTeNIbHO -- 4 )Xenak NpubaBnTb BaM »asoBaHbS.

Bob 3aapoXkan U NPOTSHYN PYKY K JIMHEKe. Bbl0 MIHOBEHUE, KOrla OH XOTEN yAapuTh JIHeKoin CKpyaxa,
CXBATWTb €r0 3a LUMBOPOT U NO3BaTh JtoAen, YTobbl Ha CKpya)Ka HaAenm ropsHeyHyio pybaluky.

-- C BecenbiM npa3aHunkom, 6o6! -- nporosopun BaxxHo CKpyaXX 1 ApYXeCKn NoTpenas CBOEro npukasymka no
nnevy. -- C 6bonee Becensim, 4em Koraa-nnbo. 4 npmbasno BaM )KanoBaHbSA 1 MOCTapaoCb MOMOYb Ballew
Tpyaonobneon cembe. CerogHa Mbl MOrOBOPUM O HaLLMX Oeflax 3a POXXAECTBEHCKMM CTakaHoM buwoda, bob!

CKpyZ>X He TOJIbKO CAep>Ka CJI0BO, HO cAenan ropasfo -- ropasgo bonee, yem obeluan.
0na TuHn-Tuma (OH pa3ymeeTcs, U He gyMan ymumpaTb), CKpyaX caenancad UCTUHHO BTOPbLIM OTLLOM.

W ctan CKpya)X TaknuMm XOpOLIMM APYrOM, TakUM XOPOLLUMM XO3SMHOM U TaKMM XOPOLUUM YE/10BEKOM, KaK BCAKUIA
rpakaaHuH BCAKoro gobporo, ctaporo ropoaa, B 1o6pom, CTapoM ceeTe. Hawnmcb rocnoga, 4To noacMenBannch
HaZ nogo6Holo nepeMeHoto, Aa CKpyaX UM MO3BOJIAN NOACMENBATLCA, U AaXKe YXOM He Bes.

B oTMeCTKy 3TMM rocnogam, OH 1 caM CMessCs -- OT MOJIHOThI AL,

C ayXaMun npekpaTtnsa OH BCAKNE CHOLWIEHWA; HO 3aTO 3aBes C IIDAbMU, N OPYXXECKN rOTOBUNCA KaXabl rog
BCTPETUTb C HUMU CBATKWN, N BCE OTAaBaJIn eMYy MNOJIHYIO CMpaBeaIMBOCTb, YTO HUKTO TakK BECEN0 He BCTpeYda
Nnpa3aoHNKOB.

Ecnn 66l TO XXe roBopuamn o Bac, 060 MHe, 0 BCex Hac... A 3aTeM, Kak Bbipaxkancs TUHK-TuM: "[la cnaceT Bcex Hac
[ocnopab, -- BCEX, CKOJIbKO HAC HW Ha ecTb!"



